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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed into law A B 2104 
(Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) This legislation established under the 
administration of the California State Archives a State Government Oral History 
Program to provide through the use of oral history a continuing documentation of 
state policy development as reflected m California s legislative and executive history 

The following interview is one of a senes of oral histones undertaken for inclusion m 
the state program These interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both the 
legislative and executive processes and policy mechanisms They also offer an 
increased understanding of the men and women who create legislation and implement 
state policy Further they provide an overview of issue development in California 
state government and of how both the legislative and executive branches of 
government deal with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their contributions to and influence 
on the policy process of the state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government as well as legislative staff 
advocates members of the media and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work cooperatively with oral history 
units at California colleges and universities to conduct interviews this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise in oral history available 
through California s several institutionally based programs 



Participating as cooperation institutions m the State Government Oral History Program 
are 


Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University Fullerton 
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California State University Sacramento 
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Regional Oral History Office 
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The establishment of the California State Archives State Government Oral History 
Program marks one of the most significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history It supplements the often 
fragmentary histoncal written record by adding an organized primary source enriching 
the historical information available on given topics and allowing for more thorough 
historical analysis As such the program through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows will be of lasting value to current and future 
generations of scholars citizens and leaders 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Marilyn Ryan was bom in Milbank South Dakota on December 10 1932 In 
1940 her family moved to Los Angeles where Ryan attended public schools 
graduating from Manual Arts High School in 1950 After completing high school she 
continued her education at Los Angeles City College In 1951 she married James A 
Ryan Ryan continued to study at L A City College while working at Southern 
California Edison and then Shopping Bag Food Store After James Ryan completed 
college the Ryans lived in Germany from 1955 to 1956 while he served m the army 

After returning from Germany the Ryans settled in Inglewood California and 
Ryan returned to work at the Shopping Bag Food Store for a time In 1957 the Ryans 
moved to Hawthorne shortly before the birth of their first child Cindy Ryan s 
interest in politics and government increased in 1958 when she wanted to leam more 
about ballot measures and initiatives in the upcoming elections This resulted in her 
joining the League of Women Voteis (LWV) After the birth of her second child 
Stephanie in 1959 Ryan became actively involved m the LWV serving as treasurer 
and vice president of the local board and heading up study committees Ryan s 
experiences with the league exposed her to multiple issues affecting California 
including state legislative reform and water issues as well as the functioning of local 
governments In addition to her work with the league Ryan along with her husband 
became involved in a successful recall campaign of the Wisebum School District 
school board 

In 1967 the Ryans moved to Rancho Palos Verdes and soon thereafter Ryan 
became involved in the local chapter of the LWV Working with the league on local 
land use control and planning Ryan joined the efforts to halt high density development 
on the Peninsula and helped found Save Our Coastline a group focusing on 
incorporating Rancho Palos Verdes Ryan first ran for elected office in 1973 and with 
the successful passage of incorporation won a seat on the newly created Rancho Palos 
Verdes City Council and also became the city s first mayor In 1975 an opportunity to 
run for the Fifty first district of the California State Assembly arose and Ryan won 
election to the seat as a Republican member During her tenure in the assembly from 
1976 to 1982 Ryan served on the Committees on Local Government the Committee 
on Resources Land Use and Energy Revenue and Taxation and Ways and Means 
During the 1979 80 session she served as chair of the Committees on Election and 
Reapportionment Local Government and Public Policy Management She chaired 
the Select Committee on County Government during the 1981 82 session In addition 
to serving m public office in 1974 Ryan helped found the California Elected 
Women s Association for Education and Research and served as president of that 
organization 


in 



After leaving office Ryan continued in state service when she was appointed in 
1983 by Governor George Deukmejian to serve as executive director of the California 
Arts Council She served as associate director and chief financial officer of the 
Regional Institute of Southern California from 1988 to 1994 


IV 
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[Session 1 November 11 2000] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

YATES Great OK we just did a test and let s get started So we ve been chatting 
about what we re going to do today and to start As I was telling you we 
start at the beginning First where were you bom and when 9 

RYAN I was bom in Milbank South Dakota on December 10 1932 My mother 
tells me that it was twenty below zero that day that she went to the hospital 
and 

YATES She did make it to the hospital then 9 

RYAN Yes I mean twenty below zero isn t unique for that part of South Dakota 

It s actually Milbank is a farming community of about 3 000 people m the 
northeastern comer of South Dakota It s about ten miles from the Minnesota 
border and about thirty miles from the North Dakota border and so it s not the 
Black Hills and what people think of when you say South Dakota It s really 
more It s a farmland with lots of Well there are lakes and most of the 
towns have lakes outside of them It s an area that my great grandparents 
immigrated to They came in the 1870s or 1870 or so I m not exactly sure 
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of the date And my mother s parents family came from Sweden and Norway 
at that time—there was a large immigration of Swedes and Norwegians in 
those years—and they settled m the Dakotas They lived in strawed huts I 
can t imagine what it was like when it was twenty below zero and you didnt 
have electricity 
YATES Right 
RYAN It must have been 
YATES No plumbing either 

RYAN No plumbing Arduous life And he worked hard My great grandfather 
[August C Hallberg] from Sweden was not a fanner and in fact had had a 
postsecondary education m Sweden 
YATES Oh 

RYAN I ve not traced it back to Jonkopig—my grandmother told me—but he was not 
a farmer But I think at that time there wasn t enough land or whatever but he 
and my [They] married there and I think they had two or three children 
there and then my grandmother was bom here in South Dakota 
YATES OK 

RYAN And I think she was bom in 1884 They didn t stay on the fann very long 

They moved to town Interesting life This may be more than anyone wants 
to know but all their children left I mean her youngest brother [Charles 
Hallberg] went to medical school at the University of Illinois and became a 
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surgeon in Minneapolis and helped found Mayo Clinic [Rochester] Another 
sister went to Oklahoma with a And it was still Indian territory Anothei 
sister went to Alaska when she got married and 
YATES This is your grandmother s family 9 

RYAN My grandmother although she stayed home and lived m this little town with 
one hundred people m Labolt South Dakota But anyway that s when 
YATES But all of her siblings left 9 

RYAN Siblings left and the Swedes did The Norwegians all stayed and they were 
fanners At that time it was temble for a Swede to marry a Norwegian—that 
was the end of their world They were both of course Lutheian but they had 
their different churches because they spoke different languages Then my 
dads grandparents [Gustave Mahlke and Wilhelmina Mueller] came from 
Germany and they settled m southern Minnesota My grandfather went into 
the meat business and located finally in Milbank in the early 1900s My 
father was bom in Minnesota but Anyway he had a meat business and a 
fair grounds and a slaughter house and he was the mayor of the city and 
YATES Now this is your father 9 
RYAN My fathers father 
YATES OK your grandfather 

RYAN My grandfather And everyone knew him of course He d walk down Main 
Street which is You know a town of 3 000 there weren t a lot of 
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strangers but everyone would greet him and I always felt like I was walking 
around with the most important man town—I was with my grandfather And 
he was He was a very beloved person and a very successful merchant My 
dad worked for him during the Depression 

Before the Depression my dad had gone to the University of South Dakota 
and then to the University of Minnesota for a year but he only had two years 
of school And all his brothers and sisters—a family of six —went away to 
school for at least a year or two Some stayed longer and finished One of his 
brothers became a lawyer 

YATES Now for the record what were the names of your mother s 
RYAN My mother and father 9 
YATES Your mother s parents 9 

RYAN My mother s parents Let s see her mother my grandmother was Amanda 

Hallberg who married Samuel Johnson—became Amanda Hallberg Johnson 
YATES And then the name of your paternal grandparents 9 

RYAN My grandmother was Adelia Mahlke She married Albert Grams They were 
also Lutheran I was bom a Lutheran They were German Lutheran My 
parents were Lutheran and I was Lutheran They were Republican and I was 
Republican and that s the way life was in that part of South Dakota 
YATES So this was 
RYAN South Dakota 
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YATES Now let me see I wanted to back up here a second So you said your dad 
attended school for one year 9 Two years 9 
RYAN Two years One year at South Dakota and one year at Minnesota 
YATES And what did he study there 9 
RYAN Geology 
YATES OK 

RYAN Interestingly in Milbank or just outside of town is a gianite quarry and my 
dad s sister [Esther Grams Hunter] married into the family that owned the 
granite quarry And it was a very thriving enterprise largest employer m 
town And they dug out granite polished it up into tombstones or 
whatever—building material—and sold it all over It fascinated everyone in 
the family I mean my dad There are cousins today who are 
still You can t help but be fascinated by it except for the kids My 
cousins were not interested m continuing the business so my uncle [Donald 
Hunter] sold it but it s fascinating It goes back a billion years or something 
like that 

YATES So that s how your dad got interested in geology 9 
RYAN Yes m geology right but never pursued it 
YATES Now why did he not finish his schooling 9 
RYAN I think because of the Depression Yeah because he 
YATES The timing 9 
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RYAN Right the timing was And I think that my granddad didn t necessarily 
guarantee them four years of college I think that the idea was they went 
away to school and then after You had your introduction If you wanted 
to continue you had to figure out a way to 
YATES It was up to you 

RYAN you know help find your way because my Aid so I think that was the 
reason I never really talked to anyone about it That s just the conclusion I 
came to So when he came back and went to work in my granddad s 
market I guess he had another job before that And he and my mother 

were married in 1932 before I was bom 
YATES Now what was your dad s full name 9 
RYAN My father s name was Theodore Gustave Grams 
YATES And your mom 9 

RYAN My mother was Harriet Evelyn Johnson Grams 
YATES Now your mom she grew up in Milbank then correct 9 
RYAN She actually lived in a little town My grandfather her father died when she 
was three years old She had a sister two years old No a brother [Orville 
Johnson] eighteen months and a sister [Jeanette Johnson] six weeks And my 
grandmother had to raise those three little kids as a widow 
YATES That s tough 

RYAN They went to elementary school in a little town and then when it came time 
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for high school—the high school is about twelve miles away in Milbank—she 
rented a house m Milbank across the street from the school and cooked meals 
for teachers and supported the family by cooking marvelous cook That s 
how my mother went They went to Milbank so they could go to high 
school 

YATES I see 

RYAN My grandmother wanted them to you know go to high school 
YATES Now how did your parents meet 7 
RYAN Through high school I think 

YATES So they were at the same high school at the same time 7 

RYAN Yeah although my dad was older I think three years older than my mom 

But I think through friends and through high school In a small town like that 
I don t know I never heaid anything dramatic about their meeting 
YATES Right Well I didn t know if they were exactly the same age or 
RYAN No my dad was three years older than my mother 
YATES OK So your parents married in 1932 and you were bom in 1932 
RYAN Uh huh 
YATES so you re the oldest 
RYAN Of four 

YATES OK I was going to say do you have siblings 7 And the three other siblings 
are they sisters 7 Brothers 7 
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RYAN I have a sister [Gretchen Grams] two years younger than I am and she was 

born in Milbank also And then I have a younger brother [Albert Grams] and 
sister [Claire Grams] who were bom in Los Angeles My brother s nine years 
younger than I am and my sister s twelve years younger than I am 
YATES Oh so there s a big gap between the first two 
RYAN Yes we all live in California 
YATES and the second two then 7 
RYAN Yeah 

YATES Now your family moved to Los Angeles in 1940 is that correct 7 
RYAN Uh huh 

YATES And why did they move to Los Angeles 7 

RYAN I m not exactly sure I have an uncle I keep thinking I probably should ask 
what his memory of it is I was seven Nobody told me [Laughter] 

YATES Right 

RYAN It was sort of like Were moving and 

YATES It wasn t for a job or for 

RYAN Well he did come out It was the Depression and I think that my granddad 
decided to retire or something I think that it was mainly I think it had 
something to do with his business because he did retire not too long after that 
Closed the business And so he came out here My mother had a sister 
[Charlotte Johnson Albright] living m Los Angeles and we stayed with her 
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when we first came out and then my dad got a job as a meat cutter at Ralphs 
[grocery store] m Westwood and we lived out there for a while And then we 
moved out to south west L A near Santa Barbara [Avenue] and Western 
which is now Martin Luther King Boulevard and Western Avenue 
YATES OK OK 

RYAN And lived in that area of Los Angeles See I was in the third grade when 
we moved there and we moved to another location further south when I was a 
senior in high school in 1949 So it was about eight or nine years That was 
sort of my neighborhood growing up 
YATES It was this last one 9 

RYAN I went to the local elementary junior and senior high schools m that area 
YATES So which elementary school did you go to 9 

RYAN Santa Barbara Avenue Elementary [School] It s probably now Martin Luther 
King [Jr Elementary School] on the comer of Santa Barbara and Western 
YATES Aid then I know you went on to Foshay Junior High School and then Manual 
Arts High School right 9 
RYAN Uh huh 

YATES So basically Let me back up a second It sounds like you moved several 
times then when you first came out is that correct 9 
RYAN Yeah we moved We lived in Brentwood then we moved to south west 


LA 
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YATES OK 

RYAN Then we moved to a When my mother was pregnant we moved to a 

bigger We were renters We moved to a second location but it was still in 
the same community 

YATES Still in the same area? 

RYAN Yeah 

YATES So you basically You made friends you did things m that part of Los 
Angeles? 

RYAN Yes 

YATES That s really where you spent most of your adolescence and 

RYAN Growing up yeah 

YATES Right 

RYAN In fact I went to my 50th high school reunion a couple of weeks ago and 
there were some of the friends I had m elementary school [Laughter] 

YATES That sounds like fun 

RYAN Yeah we have gotten old that s for sure 

YATES Now you described what your father did It sounds like he was still m the 
grocery business but he was doing meat cutting? 

RYAN Meat cutting yeah which is actually what my grandfather had [done] too 

Although he had groceries in his store it was mainly a meat market He also 
bought and sold cattle and had a fairground and a smokehouse and things 
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But then my dad was an alcoholic 
YATES Oh 

RYAN And it wasn t until I was probably ten or twelve that I realized that I don t 

know when I started realizing that but it became more and more of a problem 
It wasn t so much of a problem that I remember when I was young other than 
you know he changed jobs and he was sort of undependable but as I 
became As I was in high school or wherever then he got worse and you 
know it problems created for the family So that influenced me a lot in terms 
of what I was going to do with my future 
YATES How did it influence you ? 

RYAN Well I think when I always worked I mean I always had a part time 
job—I don t think that was a big deal—but when it was time to make 
decisions about going away to school Not away but 
YATES After high school 

RYAN To college after high school You know it was always expected that I 
would go on to college I had good grades and had done well in school and 
took a college prep course and stuff And we had moved to 108th and Van 
Ness [Avenue] which is west of Western when I was a senior I realized that 
I couldn t go to UCLA [University of California Los Angeles] because of sort 
of a chaotic home life and studying would be difficult Getting there would 
be difficult from where I lived So that became sort of out of the question 
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Well I think I decided that I could go to L A [Los Angeles] City 
College—there weren t many community colleges at that time junior 
colleges—and then transfer you know 

YATES To UCLA? 

RYAN to UCLA or wherever My friends who went to UCLA some car pooled 
but they also lived further north than I did They didn t really live m my area 
I still had a hard time getting a car pool And then one of my friends bought a 
Model A for $37 50 [Laughter] and commuted to UCLA But even getting to 
LA City College I was thinking about that before we started talking I 
had to rely on public transportation everywhere I went even m high school 
and wherever I think I had to transfer two or three tunes m order to get up to 
Hollywood 

YATES Now you mentioned the chaotic family life and you re the oldest what was 
the expectation for you to help out with your younger siblings? Or help your 
mom? 

RYAN Well I was always expected to help m terms of help with the meals or you 

know that kind of thing and help with the kids or go to the market I grew up 
with that I did take care of the kids but I also baby sat a lot I mean I had 
my fill taking care of little kids My sister Gretchen who s two years 
younger than I am was really more helpful with the kids than I was—with the 
younger ones I sort of helped clean house and things like that but certainly 
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not anything financial Not that at all The money I earned was my own 
YATES So it was more the instability of your dad that really 
RYAN That s true and 
YATES had an effect on you 9 

RYAN Yes that and then as I said the chaos of all us in an apartment trying to think 
of studying and 

YATES It was small I take it 9 

RYAN And then the money you know So I did work When I was in high school I 
started working at Van de Kamps [bakeries] and they had these little shops 
and you wore the 
YATES Did you wear that hat 9 

RYAN Yeah I had a little Dutch uniform and the hat and the whole thing I worked 
on Saturdays and then I worked oh ten or twenty hours a week or so when I 
was going to L A City College 

YATES So this was the coffee shop Van de Kamps that you worked at 9 
RYAN No no the bakeries They had bakeries in stores Like in Vons [grocery 
store] they d have a bakery in the back and it would have Wait on 
customers and May I serve you 9 So I did that for two or three years 
YATES Was that your first job 9 

RYAN Yeah Other than baby sitting that was really my first job My other friends 
went to work in department stores Van de Kamps paid ten cents an hour 
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more 

YATES Ah 

RYAN Minimum wage I think was sixty five cents an hour and Van de Kamps paid 
seventy five Or fifty five and sixty five something like that So anyway I 
always thought it was a better job than working m a department store 
YATES Come back to your mother Now did she work outside the home 9 
RYAN No not until After I left home she did go to work outside the home But 
that was after my younger sister was in school 
YATES And she had just the two youngest ones there then 9 

RYAN Right my older sister and I were gone Now I eloped when I was eighteen 
Or was I nineteen 9 Anyway I was eighteen and a half going on nineteen I 
guess Part of the reason I think I got married and I think my husband too 
was we both had such terrible home lives [Laughter] that it was really an 
incentive to just get out and do our own thing Because he had a bad situation 
at home too 

YATES Now how did you meet your husband 9 

RYAN We met in high school and he was a grade ahead of me 

YATES This is James [A ] Ryan 9 

RYAN Yes and 

YATES Boy that s young to get married 

RYAN Yes it was 1 He was going to L A City College too 
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I was going to say but you still planned to go to college then 7 
Yeah But then when we got married we needed money I had to get a job I 
had even quit Van de Kamps I didn t have a job and so Jim took me around 
to different places to interview for jobs I started going to aerospace 
[corporations] because that was near where 1 was living at the time Eveiyone 
told me that you could get a good job there So I put in my application at 
several and they kept saying We 11 call you We 11 call you and then I said 
But I really need to go to work right away because I got married and I have 
to get some money Then after I went to aerospace I went downtown and I 
started with a utility company I went to the [Southern California] Edison 
Company and they gave me a test And so the man in the employment office 
said that he was impressed with the test scores and would I go to lunch and 
come back after lunch because he thought he had a place for me So anyway 
he found me a place to work 
What did you do there 7 

and it was called the machine accounting department and it was m with 
the IBM [International Business Machines Corporation] machines 
The what machines 7 
IBM machines 7 
Oh IBM 

Right they weren t quite you know computers yet 
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YATES Right It was a little different 

RYAN But they were getting there They had one room a huge room with all these 
machines 

YATES The equipment? 

RYAN and I would say about seven or eight people working in there I think they 
even had a night shift And then they had another room with about fifty key 
punchers and they did all the payroll and the accounting and all that stuff on 
the machines Well then there was this little office with let s see four gals 
and I became the fifth And we worked in there and we reconciled what was 
happemng between the machines and the actual If something was wrong 
and it didn t add up then we d have to find out why it didn t add up So it was 
really a wonderful little job 

YATES Was it full time? 

RYAN Oh yeah So I went to night school 

YATES I was going to say what happened with college? 

RYAN So I went to night school 

YATES Now what about your husband? What was he doing? 

RYAN So my husband was at L A City College and he played basketball and he 
wanted to be a PE [physical education] teacher We had talked about both 
going to UCLA and both working as a possibility but then he got a grant in 
aid from Occidental College to go there as a basketball player It turned out 
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that we could rent a place there in the veteran s units for thirty dollars a 
month all utilities included [Laughter] Right on campus And so that 
really was appealing 

YATES Now how soon did all this happen from when you got married? 

RYAN We got mamed in March and 
YATES Of? 

RYAN Of 1951 and he started Occidental in Septembei 
YATES OK Where did you live in the meantime until that point? 

RYAN We rented a furnished apartment and lived there for 
YATES Was he working also while you were doing all of this? 

RYAN No he was playing basketball instead 
YATES So you were the prime 
RYAN I was the pnme yeah 
YATES bread winner? 

RYAN Although during the summer he had a job I mean he worked for the 

[Southern California] Gas Company during the summer and earned money 
When he was at Oxy he had odd jobs around campus or recreation or 
whatever played basketball 

So it was fun because we had a social life with friends at the college Jim s 
fellow basketball players and their dates Oxy was a real change from 
Manual Arts and L A City College Here s this small college where the dean 
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of men knows every male student on campus by his name and his grade point 
average [Laughter] 

What a different experience 

Yeah And his friends on the basketball team were all gomg to be doctors and 
lawyers and whatever and they all study all the time So it was really 
wonderful in many ways I mean a very nice experience It was fun for me 
Well let me back up a second because I want to ask you a little bit more 
about your schooling especially I think junior high and high school And 
then we can return back to your marriage and being at Occidental and what 
you were doing But what did you like about school at that point do you 
think 9 

Well in high school and in junior high I think I was always a leader I was 
always running for office or whatever I was always a good enough student 
I wasn t a straight A student—I didn t work at it—but I was a good student I 
was also athletic and I enjoyed sports When I got to high school Manual 
was a wonderful training ground I mean I was in a lot of clubs and 
organizations Ran for office lost sometimes 
Is this for student body 9 

Yeah or one of the big deals was president of the TRI Y which is a big club 
on campus 
What s it called 9 
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TRIY It was the YW 
TRI Y 

That type of association YWCA [Young Women s Christian Association] 
They had a HI Y and a TRI Y 
I see 

The boys were HI and we were TRI I figured out how that got there 
Anyway 

So you were very involved m extracurricular activities then 9 
Yes and leadership The school was organized so that students took 
responsibility for everything It s hard for me to watch my kids my 
grandchildren because their parents are always doing all this stuff or teachers 
are doing this stuff When we were in high school we had to do it all I 
mean we really had to do it all and it was a great experience 

And I think I ve told you that Yvonne [Brathwaite] Burke who was 
Yvonne Watson at the time 
You were there at the same time right 9 

was there at the same time And there were some others of us That was 
just a very unique time It was a racially mixed school we had about 10 
percent black and maybe 10 percent Hispanic and Jewish kids We used to 
joke Did Jew beat a Greek 9 And we had kids bused in from Westchester 
because there was no high school there 
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YATES Well you know I was wondering not knowing about how it was then how 
did you end up going to Manual Ails'? Was it the closest high school'? 

RYAN I was in the district for Manual yeah 

YATES OK 

RYAN My friends we all went to Manual 

YATES So it wasn t Because I think now right you can pick whether you go to a 
place like Manual Ails'? 

RYAN Well when I went to Foshay that was different At the time we were living in 
that area up until I think whenever the CC and Rs [conditions convenants 
and restrictions] were You know housing discrimination The court 
decision was passed 

YATES You re talking about the covenants'? 

RYAN Yeah covenants code Poor to that no blacks could move south of Exposition 
Boulevard which is You may be familiar with that It s by SC 
[University of Southern California] and the museum [Los Angeles County 
Museum of Natural History] But we were further west 

YATES OK 

RYAN And Foshay Junior High School was on Exposition Boulevard and so it was 
the closest school to me It was about six blocks away or whatever 
However all my friends who lived near me [their] parents went to the school 
distnct and got a permit for them to go to Audubon [Jumor High School] 
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which was further west and all white whereas Foshay was racially mixed 
YATES Because Foshay was right on the border is what you re saying 9 
RYAN Right on the border yeah of where blacks couldn t come south of 
YATES Right 

RYAN And so the school had a larger I can t remember their percentages You 
know more blacks kids than Manual did larger percentage of black and 
Hispamc And most of the kids came from north rather than south and the 
northern area was 

YATES So did you meet Yvonne Watson in junior high school 9 
RYAN No no We met in high school 

YATES OK Because I believe Diane [E ] Watson also went to Foshay 
RYAN She went to Manual No she went to Dorsey [High School] so she went to 
Foshay 

YATES Yes right So were you there at the same time she was at Foshay 9 
RYAN She was a couple years younger than I am but I know her sister 
YATES OK 

RYAN Her sister was in my class [Diane] was in my sister s class 
YATES So you met Yvonne Watson m high school then 9 
RYAN Uh huh 

YATES Do you remember the first time you met her 9 Or how you got to know her 9 
RYAN Oh we were in a club together I m sure and that s how we kind of got 
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acquainted and had classes together and things 
YATES Now what in particular attracted you to these leadership type activities or 
getting involved in school activities 7 
RYAN I don t know 
YATES Because some kids don t like that 

RYAN No it s sort of You know I ve thought about it I ve been asked that 

question in the past When I was a little lad my mother tells me that when I 
was two years old I got up and recited a piece of the Christmas program at the 
Norwegian church I was sort of At two years old 7 When I was m school 
they always picked me—m elementary school—to open up the assembly or to 
lead out after assemblies and I d be the person And then I was active m 
Sunday school You know the minister was always having me memorize 
things to recite and so I was very comfortable getting up m front of groups 
YATES I was going to say you weren t scared then 7 

RYAN No It was very easy for me to get up and talk m front of a group Now I 
also was asked once if I d ever lost an election when I was in school And I 
said Oh yeah I did I lost elections Because I think then what motivated 
you to run again becomes an issue I mean it certainly didn t stop me I lost 
several elections in school [Laughter] and I went on to run again and so I 
think that I wasn t destroyed by losing I mean it s sort of tough when it 
happens especially the TRI Y presidency But I was on the student body 
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cabinet m a non elected position appointed position and Yvonne was vice 
president She was so well liked nobody would run against her when she 
declared she was going to run which was the highest office a girl could run 
for And we were on the student body cabinet Everyday we had a student 
body meeting class Our cabinet was senior problems class and we got class 
credit for it We met and we were in parliamentary procedure the whole time 
And so we had to learn all about motions all about all this stuff going into 
committee as a whole doing all these things and so that was a wonderful 
training from me as well because I was never intimidated by 

YATES By that 

RYAN You know people worry about parliamentary procedures I don t worry about 
parliamentary procedure you know because that s just the way you run a 
meeting 

YATES Right 

RYAN You learn and you do it So those things You know as I say I was an A 
or B student and I remember when I was a junior my counselor the one and 
only time I ever saw him called me m and said Marilyn you have the 
grades to go to the University of California but you haven t satisfied 
requirement F I said What s that 7 And he said Well that means you 
have to take a third year of a foreign language or a third year of science or a 
third year of math And I said Oh I m not going to take a third year of 
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Latin I had taken two years of Latin I m not going to take a third year of 
physics Everyone fails physics 111 get a D in physics I guess 111 have to 
take a third year of math So I took advanced algebra and trigonometry 
which was a good idea But that was my counseling so I was ready to go to 
the University of California 
What subjects did you like 9 

I don t know I liked English I suppose English probably 
But there wasn t anything in particular that you were really fascinated by 9 
No You know when I went back Well this is sort of skipping ahead but 
I really never had a good science teacher and I think if I really had a good 
science teacher I could have gone mto it Skipping ahead I went to 
California] State [University] Dominguez [Hills] but you probably don t want 
me to talk about that yet Can I go ahead 9 
Oh yeah We 11 come back 

Well you know I ve off and on gone to college but I never fimshed because I 
never had a strong goal but anyway I decided to go to Cal State Dominguez 
Hills because it was a new school it was opening and it was near me 
Now when was this 9 

This was oh in the mid sixties after I was married I think it was around 66 

or so I had kids and stuff but I decided to take some classes The 

school I mean it was really not built yet It was in an apartment complex 
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and the instructors were marvelous They were the people who were going to 
be the chairmen of the departments So I had a biology class with two of us 
Wow 

And I loved it It was just wonderful I mean it was just You know we 
had all this stuff going on in the lab and you could go in the lab anytime and 
check on your experiments and all that stuff 
So you can see how you might have been 

And I thought Oh if I had ever had a class like this in high school I think I 
could have been a biologist Years later I was back to Dominguez for a 
meeting with the president at that time when I was in the [California state] 
legislature and he said Oh I have to go to a Christmas party over in the 
biology department Want to go along 9 And I said Oh yeah Is Lois Chu 
still around 9 He said Oh yeah She s still there And so I introduced 
myself and she said Oh I remember you I said You were such a 
marvelous teacher and she said You were a very good student [Laughter] 
Isn t that funny 9 

Well that s one thing with only a couple of student in a class you really get to 
know each other 

Oh it s wonderful It was just sort of like And then I had a poetry class 
with mne 
That s terrific 
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RYAN You wish you could take college like that 

YATES Well back to high school just momentarily were there any teachers that 
particularly influenced you or you felt a connection with 7 
RYAN Maybe the girls vice principal [Mary Engberg] I worked in her office and 
she was very supportive in many ways I mean personal as well as academic 
She was a very prim and proper person in her appearance however she was 
very When you got to know her she really was warm She didn t appear 
to be warm but she was I think she probably influenced me in many ways I 
had a lot of good teachers and I liked school 
YATES It sounds like you threw yourself into it a lot 
RYAN Yeah 
YATES You were busy 

RYAN But I would say that I was busier in my social life than I was in my academic 
life [Laughter] I remember when I finished I was going home on the bus 
one day I was a senior and one of the gals I knew—her family moved down 
there too—she was a straight A student and I said Oh Rita how did you get 
straight As 7 And she says Well I don t know but I think sometimes they 
take your report card and the teacher sees all As and she doesn t want to ruin 
your report card She s sort of joking and she was only I thought I was 
young but she was only sixteen Years later she worked for Joy Picus when 
she was on the city council in Los Angeles and I used to see her But Rita 
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[Vogel Shneer] I always remember she was the smartest kid the smartest 
girl 

You mentioned the difficulties at home with your dad being an alcoholic 
what influences do you think either of your parents had on you either positive 
or negative or however you want to describe them 9 

Well I think basically there was always this attitude that I was expected to be 
a good student I was expected to be dependable I was expected All these 
things were just expected of Marilyn My sister often says they didn t expect 
enough of her 
This is Gretchen 9 

Yeah Gretchen Because she was not as good a student I mean shewasnta 
bad student But then she also suffered because we had the same last name 
and the teachers would sort of When the teacher I had for advanced 
algebra went over to the junior high to talk to the kids about their program for 
when they came to high school he said Oh Gretchen Grams Are you 
Manlyn s sister 9 Yes Are you a math student too 9 No 
That can be hard on a younger sibling 

It is But anyway it was sort of this attitude of always about Marilyn s going 
to succeed I was given a lot of space in a sense I mean I didn t have many 
restnctions or many My mother No one really said much about my 
grades They just expected me Whatever I did was mine As I said it was 
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always just expected that I d go on to college My dad and I had I got 
some of my interest in sports from him also He was always interested in 
sports I think I resented my mother a lot for being as passive as she was and 
accepting the situation with the alcoholism and stuff I don t know what she 
could have done because she was not a strong person in many ways 
Although in later years she did take more initiative And my younger sister 
and I have talked about that and it s sort of like we had two different mothers 
Different experiences 9 

She had this experience with my mother working and that sort of thing and I 
had the experience of my mother staying home And she also had a heart 
problem She had rheumatic fever as a teenager which left her with a heart 
valve problem and so that was always part of my attitude of helping her when 
she needed help and she was very passive And so I don t know if that s what 
you re kind of interested m or 

Well just the land of people they weie and if they had any particular like you 
said influence on you in any way It sounds like you were motivated by 
I really was by myself 

your family situation It helped you to make you the person you are to go 
on and do all these things and be active in school 

I think a lot of it probably comes from even when I was even younger when I 
was living in South Dakota I think three summers I went back to South 
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Dakota and spent the summer with my grandmother in Milbank 

Now which grandmother was this 7 

Well the one m Milbank We visit the other one 

Oh your mother s mother 9 

No my dad s mother 

Your dad s mother 

And I would usually visit my mother s mother but I spent more time with my 
dad s mother in Milbank because I had cousins there I had four cousins and 
when we lived there the six of us were sort of like a family because we were 
all cousins and we were close enough in age 
Now would you all go or was this by yourself that you would go 9 
My sister and I Usually Gretchen and I not the little ones A couple of 
times mother came later with my brother for the last couple weeks or 
something or my dad or whatever But we d go for the whole summer It s 
wonderful to live in a small town There s a lot of freedom and things But 
also I think that my grandmother also expected me to be There was 
always this expectation of Marilyn And I must say that of my cousins I 
have My oldest cousin [Robert] Bob [Hunter] is a Shakespeare scholar at 
SMU [Southern Methodist University] He went to Harvard [University] 

Ph D from Columbia [University] and has written several books on 
Shakespeare and stuff But he was always very studious and read all the time 
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My grandmother said Oh I love to have Marilyn or Bobby over because all 
they do is read And [Nicholas] Nick [Bleser] my other cousin is a 
historian who s with the National Park Service 
Oh really 9 

He s retired now but he teaches Elderhostel classes on colonial Mexico and 
missions and all that stuff and so he s very academic as well My other 
cousin Susan [Hunter] lives m England and she went to UCLA and she 
ended up in Istanbul and was in Turkey for many years teaching 
They ve all done interesting things 

Interesting things It s sort of interesting And then my sister and I But 
anyway I still keep m touch with the one that s a historian In fact I just got 
a letter yesterday from my cousin in England She and I are six weeks apart 
and so we ve always been very close So I would say that that extended 
family support and interest was also motivating in many ways especially my 
dad s family 

Not your mom s so much 9 

My grandmother was much more easygoing and loving and in that way very 
supportive but she was not ambitious at all And my cousins on that side 
were younger than I was and I was never really very close to them so 
Now you mentioned in high school that you did a lot of social things so talk 
a little bit about that and maybe also how you met your husband 
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Well at Manual we had a lot of club activities on campus and there were 
three sort of major clubs that were You could only be in one of them so I 
was going to try out for GAA [Girls Athletic Association] the athletic 
organization because I had come over recommended as the top athlete in my 
junior high 

hi what particularly 7 hi a particular sport 9 

Oh I was a badminton champion and I was also all star catcher on the softball 
team before that I was athletic They had a banquet and they had the head of 
the department bring the top athlete from the junior high over so she brought 
me So it was time to try out when I got there and I thought Well I should 
get into the GAA Well I didn t get into the GAA [Laughter ] Six girls got 
in but I didn t and I was sort of like Oh Only six got m which wasn t very 
many Of course we had a small class It was a winter class 
Oh I see 

And so we were smaller So I thought Well 111 just have to I can t sing 
and be in the Lyric Club which was the other big club so TRI Y was the 
third one 
Oh I see 

and so that was sort of for the undecided girls that didn t make it in 
athletics Although I must say that I vindicated myself in athletics because 
when I was a semor We had something called senior day which is where 
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the senior As play the senior Bs m competition It s a big deal and you want 
to wm Well they have several events like basketball volleyball tug of war 
There weren t too many for the girls Anyway girls volleyball So I tried out 
and I made the volleyball team There were five of us at that time and I was 
never very tall but I And so they chose the top five volleyball players 
and 

YATES So you played well 7 

RYAN so I tried out and played well enough to make the team Plus I was also a 
cheerleader 

YATES Hold on a second I m going to turn this over 

[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

YATES OK go ahead You were just commenting about 

RYAN I was commenting about TRI Y It was one of several on campus clubs 

which were service clubs or different things at school I was very busy with 
that But in addition to that we had off campus clubs which were sort of like 
sororities with girls and they d ask you to join Well we started high school 
in the tenth grade I was asked to join a club with a lot of senior girls m it 
popular girls and I did Then they graduated so then I joined another club 
with girls my age but I was also friends with a couple of other girls m other 
clubs I was also active in something called Manual Arts Town Club and 
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every Saturday night we had dances at Harvard Recreation [Center] You 
know the recreation building had a park and you had to We had live 
music and it was decorated by different off campus clubs And it was run by 
students You know I was very active m Town Club It was PTA [Parent 
Teacher Association] sponsored and so there was a teacher and a parent there 
Anyway we had refreshments and a coat room I had different jobs like I 
think I had one where I had to line up the live music you know the different 
orchestras that played every week Another one was make sure that 
somebody decorated every week—all those kinds of things The students did 
that not the teachers and so 
YATES Right Sounds like a lot of work 

RYAN Oh yeah it was And so every Saturday night we went Well I mean our 
club would go 
YATES Right 

RYAN The same thing with the boys And if you decorated you d have fun putting 
up the crepe paper and all that stuff all day come back that night And it was 
stag so we d be there and nobody would ask you to dance And you d sort of 
[huff] you know And hopefully the last dance some boy would ask you to 
dance and offer to take you home And my friend and I used to bribe her 
father to give us a nde [Laughter] trying to get there Oh it was awful And 
then afterwards we d try to get a nde home and if someone got a ride they d 
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try to nde with you And then when all failed she d have to call her dad to 
come pick us up [Laughter] We d be out until midnight at Harvard 
[Recreation Center] at this park waiting for her dad to pick us up And 
fortunately I had a friend who had a dad who would come pick us up So that 
was a major social activity in our lives 

This sort of leads up to So we used to have parties Our clubs 
would organize parties with themes or whatever And so not my club but a 
friend s club—I mean I was friends with their club—was having a party and 
they invited me to come And so I took a date and at the party I met Jim He 
was with another gal in the club And he cut his finger and I was 
administering first aid and so we were flirting sort of And so the next night I 
went to Town Club and there he was and so he asked to take me home and 
so we started going out 

YATES Now what point in high school is this 9 

RYAN This was Valentine s Day and he graduated that June and I graduated the next 
January 

YATES I see So your senior year then 9 

RYAN Yeah it was my senior year and he was just about to the end of his senior 
year It was funny because I had gone to his senior prom in December with 
someone else and we had pictures of us sitting at a table and he had his back 
to me and we had our backs to each other and he's with this other girl and I m 
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with this other guy [Laughter] I don t think we even talked I didn t really 
know him at all until at that party So we started going out He had been 
getting terrible grades and I was dismayed so I sort of spurred him on to 
impioving his attendance and grades and all that stuff and he 
YATES Yeah go ahead 

RYAN To where he became a better student And then when he was at Oxy he 
really had to put piessure on himself—and he did—to try to become an A 
student He was not an A student when he started there but he 
became He s a very bright person 
YATES Now at what point did you two decide to get married 9 
RYAN Oh we had been going together for about two years and some of our high 
school friends were getting married And one couple invited us over for 
dinner with another couple that had just gotten married 
YATES So you got 

RYAN And they talked us in to going to Yuma and we drove to Yuma The reason 
we did I mentioned our home life but in addition this was during the 
Korean War and friends were getting drafted It was before the college 
deferments came before they deferred college students So we figured that 
Jim was going to be drafted be going in the army Korea so we decided we 
might as well get married before you get drafted So then shortly after we got 
married they came up with the college deferment and so he didn t get drafted 
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Then he finally got drafted He was able to do a semester of graduate work 
before he got drafted And when he got drafted the war was over Although 
they were still sending guys to Korea he got assigned to Germany and I went 
along He went in January and m April I went and we spent a little over a 
year in Germany 

YATES Now what year was this 7 
RYAN Nineteen fifty five 56 
YATES OK so he did finish at Occidental 7 
RYAN Uh huh 

YATES And then you said he did a semester of 
RYAN Semester of graduate work 
YATES Where at 7 
RYAN At Oxy 

YATES Oh also In what subject 7 
RYAN In PE physical education 
YATES OK OK 

RYAN Because he was a junior college transfer it took him four and a half years 
more than four years to finish because Oxy had sort of a survey course fol¬ 
lower division students you know If you weren t there you had to take the 
individual classes to meet the requirements and so it took him a little bit 
longer A couple of his friends who were transfers were drafted in their 
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senior year before they finished I mean it was totally up to the draft board 
and so Jim was 1A He decided instead of waiting until June to graduate he 
graduated m January He went through the graduation in June but he really 
had finished in January so everything he took after January was graduate 
work 

YATES Now while he was going to school at Occidental you mentioned you worked 
at the Edison Company 
RYAN Right 

YATES And for how long did you do that 7 

RYAN I was only there about a year or a year and a half and I got an offer of a better 
job A man who had worked at the Edison Company m that section was at a 
company Shopping Bag [Food Store] and he was looking for someone He 
actually wanted one of the women I worked with to come over there and she 
said she didn t want to leave the Edison Company but she thought I d be a 
good person and that I was capable So I went over to interview and I got the 
job and I got like a fifty dollar a month raise And the office was located a 
mile and a half from Oxy And so I could go home for lunch and not have to 
go downtown to work everyday so it was this great opportunity 
YATES What did you do there 7 
RYAN Well I worked in IBM It was really 
YATES Accounting 7 
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RYAN Warehouse When merchandise would come into the warehouse theyd send 
up the information to me—the purchase orders the pnce and all that 
stuff—and I d enter it into the IBM machines put in the pnce and all that stuff 
and then they d fill orders based on how many cases were there and all that 
stuff And then after I d been there about a year When Jim 
finished In 53 before his senior year I thought He s going to get 
drafted So I said If he s going to get drafted he s going to get drafted So 
we decided to take the summer off and take a trip around the United States 
And so I told my boss that The summer off and he said Well Id like to 
hire you back but I don t know if I can get along without you for six weeks 
We 11 just have to see how it goes So we took a trip and we camped in the 
national parks then we went to Washington D C and New York and stopped 
to see my grandparents and all that stuff And came back and he hired 
somebody else but the vice president was looking for someone for a special 
project and he wanted me not the woman And Bill [Powell] wanted me he 
wanted to get nd of the woman he d hired instead of me but instead the vice 
president won And so at that point he was looking for someone to do a 
closer accounting of the bakery situation We had bakenes m the stores some 
that baked on premises and some that didn t and he wanted someone who 
would do a statement for each of those stores and so I got that job And I had 
my own little office How old was I ? This is m 1953 I was not yet twenty 
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one Earned a good salary I was one of the highest paid gals in the office 
Then when Jim went to Germany I left and they had to hire two women to 
replace me 

YATES And you said that was 55? 

RYAN I went to Germany in 55 yeah 

YATES OK 

RYAN We took the summer off m 53 so I worked at that job for 

YATES Over a year 9 

RYAN Yeah a year or two And then when we came back from Germany I decided I 
might work part time I had tried substituting at the school or sometlnng and 
then finally I went out to Shopping Bag to see about working I can t 
remember how it all came about They wanted me anyway and the 
comptroller wanted me and I said And they were in Eagle Rock and they 
were moving to south El Monte which is way out And I said I can t drive 
I can t get there at eight o clock eight to five So he said Whatever hours 
you can give me 

YATES Oh how nice 

RYAN They paid me you know like the highest salary in the office and I just did 
whatever work he wanted done I was assistant to the comptroller and I 
learned about setting up depreciation schedules and all different kinds of 
accounting things I had never really taken accounting but through all these 
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different experiences I had And also I think my basic math interest and 
training m math itself and working with figures was easy for me So all tins 
helped me I learned about profit and loss statements and all that stuff so 
when I was on the [Rancho Palos Verdes] City Council and when it came to 
budget time And some of the men were so awful towards me thinking 
that I couldn t read a budget and I probably had as much experience as they 
did in terms of budget preparation and stuff 
YATES Right And that would give you a lot of good background 
RYAN Background So I was always interested in finances You know the same 
thing m the legislature and the state budget 
YATES Well during this time you know when you were working at these various 
jobs what happened with your schooling 7 

RYAN Well I took night classes at L A City College during most of that time while 
Jim was at Oxy and I was working at Shopping Bag I can t remember when I 
was working at the Edison Company Maybe I did 
YATES Did you complete an A A 7 

RYAN No I really never went for a degree I took the basic education courses 

toward it In fact I think I finished all those but I really didn t see the need to 
get an A A because I thought if I just go on to a four year school Later 
after we were married and the kids were little I went to El Camino 
[Community College] at night took some classes and then I went to Cal State 
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Dominguez and took some classes I did more work there And then I even 
went to California] State [University] Long Beach and took some classes so 
I really 

YATES You ve tried different things 

RYAN I ve tned different And mainly I ve just gone and taken things that were 
of interest to me that were Let s see poetry anthropology I took 
philosophy anthropology English all that Ive had all those basic 
requirements I just never saw anything that made me want to just plug 
myself long enough [Laughter] 

YATES To stick with it Well where were you m Germany? 

RYAN We lived m Mannheim which is where the Rhine and the Necker meet 

YATES What was that like? 

RYAN Oh it was great It was a wonderful experience We lived in a German 
apartment Jim was a private He could have gone to Officer [Candidate 
School] but we wanted to get in and out as fast as possible And it turned out 
that there were all these guys that were college graduates who had been 
drafted at the same time and they all turned up as clerk typists and so we 
had In the beginning I was the only woman over there and made friends 
with Jim s army fnends And then they started bringing over their girlfriends 
and wives and were married Oh I guess one couple was married m Oregon 
They d gone to Willamette [University] I think they were married and she d 



42 


been teaching and then she came over And another couple from Illinois Oh 
they were married They were from Massachusetts There were about four 
couples of us that the guys had all finished college and we were newlyweds 
They were newlyweds I wasn t as much of a newlywed but it was fun 

We traveled as much All we did was save our money to travel It was 
sort of like trying to figure out We did get to Italy We spent three weeks 
m Italy a week in London a week in Pans got up to Holland during the tulip 
season and traveled a lot around Germany So I wish we had done more but 
we did get to see quite a bit so that was great 

I made friends with some Germans learned to speak a little German took 
some classes taught a typing class at the education center and so it was just a 
very pleasant experience We celebrated holidays We had sort of a potluck 
Thanksgiving and decided Well I was the only one with an oven I had 
an oven about this big about as big as a microwave or a little bit bigger so I 
got to make the pies And my other friend had sort of a cook stove at her 
place and she fixed the turkey and that s what we ate at her house With 
Christmas I think we spent that with some German friends which was sort of 
fun 

And I think that this was 1955 56—ten years after the war There was still 
a lot of signs of the destruction There had been a lot of rebuilding and things 
but you could see where Mannheim was something like two thirds 
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destroyed during the war however I think they had a bomb shelter but it had 
been built against orders They weren t supposed to build them but they had 
That had been a salvation for a lot of the people There was a pleasant 
enough community It was very close to Heidelberg 

YATES That s a beautiful place 

RYAN You could take the little electric tram It was about twelve miles away hi 
fact we took some classes They had a lecture senes for Amencans 

YATES At the university [University of Heidelberg]*? 

RYAN at the university given by some of the professors there on economics and 
stuff Didn t always understand them but they did print it up so we could take 
it home and read it 

YATES Read it*? [Laughter] Decipher it*? 

RYAN And decipher what went on Plus you know social activities went on They 
had a celebration where they would illuminate the castle and we d go out on a 
boat and party and stuff Party after the lecture series A lot of partying m 
Heidelberg There was a lot of beer So that was fun and that was also sort of 
the headquarters for the army And so I broke my leg skiing on New Year s 
Day up in Garmisch[ Partenkirchen] and I ended up going to Heidelberg The 
hospital was m Heidelberg also—the main army hospital—and I ended going 
up going there for a while And then it wasn t healing so they said You have 
to go to Neubruecke which is this army hospital on the border of Germany 
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and France just before you get to the French border—middle of nowhere 
And I had to have surgery which had worked out to be the best thing for it 
but Jim was playing basketball and they were going to Berlin and I d always 
wanted to go to Berlin and I didn t get to go to Berlin 
YATES Because you were in the hospital 7 

RYAN Well I got out of the hospital but the doctors said they didn t want me to go 
partly because Well I have a nail through the bone through the tibia and 
they were afraid if I fell or something happened that it would break again I 
could re break it And so they wanted me to be more careful And it was ice 
and snow you know slippery outside I had crutches and stuff and so I had 
to stay with our Oregon friends while Jim was in Berlin 
YATES When you returned where did you settle 7 When you returned to Los Angeles 
I should say 

RYAN We rented a little place in Inglewood and Jim went to work We came home 
in September I think 
YATES Of 56 7 

RYAN We brought our little car home from Germany that we d bought over there a 
little English car drove it across the United States saw my 
grandmothers—the last time I saw them So we got to Los Angeles it was 
late to get a teaching job but Jim decided to try anyway He had a credential 
m PE He had been able to get his credential in that semester of graduate 



45 


YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 


YATES 

RYAN 


work that he d done So he didn t have a general secondary but he had a 
special credential So he wasn t quite you know unqualified They needed 
junior high school math teachers so guess what he ended up teaching'? Junior 
high school math in a black school 
Which school was it? Do you remember'? 

Oh gosh why can 11 remember 9 It II come to me I can t think of it now 
[Thomas A Edison Junior High School] He later went to Foshay to teach 
Oh really 9 

But this first year he was at a different school 
So you settled m Inglewood though you said 9 

Yeah and one of the reasons it worked out well for the math when he was in 
the army because he was a credentialed teacher he taught in the evenings 
soldiers who were prepanng to take the GED [general equivalency diploma] 
and it was mainly eighth grade English and math that they needed help in 
And so he d been teaching soldiers basic math and English so the math 
thing—seventh or eighth grade math whatever he was teaching in junior 
high—he wasn t totally unqualified for doing it So he taught that for a few 
years We knew we wanted 
[Interruption] 

So you were saying he ended up teaching 

He was teaching and we decided we wanted to start a family But I got a job 
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anyway That s when I went to work back at Shopping Bag until I 
YATES Right so you were going to El Monte from Inglewood 9 
RYAN From Inglewood yes which was a long drive And the Harbor Freeway had 
just been finished down that far 
YATES You have two girls right 9 

RYAN Right So I got pregnant and Cindy [Ryan Bnckner] was due m November 
and I worked until I don t know May June or something like that 
YATES What year was this 9 
RYAN Fifty seven She was bom m 57 
YATES OK 

RYAN And then we rented this little house and we got a puppy And the owners 

who were quite elderly had moved to San Francisco and one day they arrived 
and found the dog and said we couldn t live there with the dog And this was 
about less than a month before Cindy was due so we went out and bought a 
house [Laughter] 

YATES hi the same general area 9 
RYAN hi Hawthorne 
YATES Hawthorne OK 

RYAN We looked m Westchester but it was a little more expensive than we could 
afford so we found this three bedroom bathroom—one and three quarters 
Nice little house With our dog moved there like Veterans Day I think the 
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eleventh of November and Cindy was bom the thirtieth 
YATES So that s tight 
RYAN Tight move 

YATES So now what happened with your position at 
RYAN Shopping Bag 9 
YATES Shopping Bag Did you 

RYAN I stopped working there in—what 9 —May or June before Cindy was bom 
They called me to come back once but I didn t Anyway it was a good job 
YATES And then when was your second daughter bom Stephanie [Ryan] 9 
RYAN Two years later She was bom in 1959 And we were still living in 
Hawthorne 

YATES So at that point you were basically tied up with taking care of one and then 
two little girls 

RYAN Two little girls One of the things that came to mind about Germany was that 
as I made German friends and I knew more about the attitude of the country 
We had a wonderful friend who was bom in Java and went to high school in 
Switzerland after the He lived in Shanghai Switzerland didnt get back 
to Germany until he was like eighteen or nineteen He was a student at the 
University of Heidelberg at the time m chemistry and he had a marvelous 
perspective on German attitudes and things like that because he had seen 
them He lived in other cultures and stuff and so he was good at interpreting 
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things And we tried me and our friends we all tried to make German 
friends to absorb the country and culture And it hit me that we as Americans 
could easily have voted in a dictator or accepted a dictator under certain 
economic conditions You know our democracy is rather fragile m many 
ways And so I began to look at our country differently It was also during 
the time of blacks gaining entrance to the universities and it was front page in 
the European papers of these black kids being taken with the National Guard 
or whatever and 

YATES That left an impression on you 9 

RYAN It did And people would ask us about that and I d say Oh but that s not the 
experience I d had growing up in Los Angeles at all This was just so I 
mean Yvonne went to UCLA There was nothing no problem about going to 
colleges or whatever It was a different time It was just that it made me see 
our country differently 

So after I got back we settled in Hawthorne In 1958 election time came 
around and I decided that I needed to know more about the ballot measures 
and stuff so I went to a meeting of the League of Women Voters [Laughter] 
YATES I see So that was your 

RYAN And that s how I got to the League of Women Voters yeah 

YATES Now how interested had you been in politics up to that point 9 Or public life 9 

RYAN Well I had sort of You know I had been an enthusiastic I d always 
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voted My parents always voted and I was an enthusiastic [Dwight D ] 
Eisenhower supporter and stuff like that And we went to Congress and saw 
the sessions when we were 
hi D C 7 

Yeah We saw a session of the [United States] Senate and went to their office 
in the House [of Representatives] and all this stuff So I think that I d always 
had an interest in government sort of but I think that I mean I wouldn t 
have even given When we were m Germany I wouldn t have had these 
thoughts had I not had some prior interest in it 
How about family conversations about politics 9 

Well yeah my parents were avid Republicans I remember that as a child In 
fact when we were living m Brentwood my sister and I got scarlet fever and 
we were quarantined and my dad couldn t come home And it seems to 
me—now I may be exaggerating—that we got out of quarantine like election 
day This was m 1940 between [Wendell L ] Willkie and [Franklin D ] 
Roosevelt My family were avid Willkie supporters and we went to my aunt 
[Charlotte Johnson Albnght] s house to listen to the election returns together 
and my aunt What I remember about it is that we were listening to the 
radio listening to the returns and I fell asleep on the floor and so You 
know there was an interest I mean I don t know To me it was normal to sit 


and listen to the returns on the radio after the election 
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YATES Right 

RYAN I m sure there are a lot of families that never listened to the election returns 

And I had to go up to my aunt s house and listen I think we had a radio but it 
was just sort of also an excuse to get out of the house when we d been in that 
house so long 

YATES So all along they remained advocates of the Republican party 9 

RYAN Uh huh 

YATES And what about Roosevelt 9 Were there 

RYAN Oh they thought he was homble and very I wouldn t say they were right 
wing necessarily but just I mean I never thought of the Republicans as 
being right wing until later but they just thought that way 

YATES Did you think at all about what your party registration would be or was it a 
given 9 

RYAN Oh no just automatically registered as a Republican And later when I ran 
for office the first time I ran I got all this She s not a good Republican 

YATES I saw that later on in the campaigns 

RYAN Not a good Republican That s one reason [Houston I ] Hugh Flournoy and I 
had a lot of common They never thought I was a very good Republican 
either [Laughter] 

YATES You re more moderate I guess 
Yeah 


RYAN 



51 


YATES Well in your mentioning about being in Germany and a dictatorship the idea 
of democracy and being involved of course I forgot to ask you about the 
McCarthy era and what your thoughts were your impressions were of that? 

RYAN Well lets see When were the hearings 9 

YATES Oh I want to say fifty 

RYAN I can t remember where we lived I always try to think of where did I live I 
remember watching those hearings 

YATES I think they would be the early 50s 1 

RYAN Because it might have been when we were m Gennany It could have been 
and we might of I remember watching them It probably was We were 
still living at Oxy and I used to watch it on T V I mean we were one of the 
few people that had television in 52 53 I think we bought our first 
television set to watch the campaign in 1952 the election stuff There wasn t 
that much stuff on But yeah I did watch the hearings You know to 
me I don t know I never I just thought he [Joseph R McCarthy] was 
sort of this nut I never really took him veiy senously And in terms of 
activities of the House [Committee on Un American Activities] and all those 
things that was really not something that I followed I was not that interested 
in it I was younger probably when that happened I was probably still in 
high school when those things happened Then the McCarthy thing I think 


1 The hearings were held 1953 54 
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because I was a supporter of Eisenhower s and his attitude was negative 
towards McCarthy So I always had the feeling that he was sort of a 
disgrace and it was time to get him out of the party and stuff He just seemed 
like sort of a joke But I m sure it was sort of awful That s all that s all I 
didn t really 

It didn t leave any particular impression on you 9 

Well no because I was too young You know what I m saying 9 I was only 
twenty or twenty one years old and I was not And to me it was simply 
I think he d done his damage All I remember was the hearings from 
watching them on television and the fact that you know Eisenhower was not 
supporting him and so that seemed to me I mean certainly there was no 
way I was supporting what he was doing or whatever and I m not sure what 
spillover there was in California Of course [Richard M ] Nixon was 
involved in some of that stuff but I can t remember 

And there was a committee m the state legislature The Joint Fact Finding 
Committee on Un American Activities 

On that 9 Yeah And later when I was in the League of Women Voters there 
was a woman who d been department chairman of woman s physical 
education at UCLA and wouldn t sign the loyalty oath 
Who was that 9 Do you remember 9 

Her name is Martha Deane She was retired when I knew her but marvelous 
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marvelous person She was the only woman department chairman at UCLA 
Then they had the School of Nursing for a while and the woman [Lulu Wolf 
Hassenplug] who was head of the School of Nursing was also you know 
head of a department It was a big big thing Martha was the dance person 
Just wonderful 

YATES Well the League of Woman Voters back to that and getting involved So 
remind me again You just said that was 58 right? 

RYAN When I joined yeah 

YATES And I think you explained your reasons for wanting to get involved It was 
because of these experiences 

RYAN First was I wanted to find out about I went to a meeting I read in the 
paper and it was at a neighborhood house And afterwards whenever they 
would discuss whether it was important to put notices in the newspaper they d 
always say Well Marilyn came because of a notice in the newspaper I 
was sort of like the only person that came because I d read it m the 
newspaper And I went to the meeting and when I was there the first meeting 
I was at I met Pat Russell and some other women Shortly thereafter they 
asked me to help on doing something and I said yes and I joined I had 
another neighbor who didn t want to do anything I mean go out and ask for 
money or join a study committee but she said If you want to do that 111 
baby sit for you while you re doing it So I said Oh OK She lived just 
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about two blocks away so I used to put Cindy in the stroller and whatever and 
go down to see her drop hei off and I d go off to my meeting I remember we 
went asking for money and What was the point I was going to make 
about Well the baby sitting was the big thing Let s see I went in 58 
and it wasn t too long before I got pregnant with Steph and she was bom in 
September of 59 And then when she was a baby they asked me if I would 
come on the board [of directors] of the city league [League of Women 
Voters of Los Angeles] I was really active I was on these study committees 
and giving ballot measures myself I loved it it was just my cup of tea I 
loved the women Very stimulating very interesting When we d have these 
meetings we d talk about stuff and they were informed So they asked me if I 
would go on the L A city board and be the treasurer because I had met the 
treasurer who was going out and she thought I was wonderful because I had 
all this experience in bookkeeping I said Oh I could be treasurer because 
I could stay home and do the work at the house the book work with the kids 
and then I could just go to meetings that I went to at night or something I 
could go to one board meeting a month And so I said OK and I ended up 
being the treasurer for four years 

YATES Wow thats a long time 

RYAN It is and I was really young I mean I was really young too among all the 


other women I was the youngest 
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Were you on the younger end 9 
Oh yeah especially on the 
They were mostly older women 9 

Yeah mostly five or six My friend Pat is nine years older than lam You 
know most of them waited until their kids were Before they took on 
leadership jobs particularly 
They waited until their kids were older 9 

Their kids were older But m addition to being on the board I also had an 
interest m study committees and I was always going out and doing the pros 
and cons on ballot measures and I was on the radio I was on television I was 
interviewed One time we had a candidate speech Jesse [M ] Unruh was our 
candidate and we had a lead program on Meet the Candidates I think it 
was or something And there was another woman and me 
That s right because Jesse Unruh represented that area 
In Hawthorne yeah And so they wanted someone in his district to go and so 
she and I were on 
So did you meet him 9 

Oh yeah and it was funny I can t remember his opponent but we re waiting 
for the program to start and he said Are you nervous 9 And I said Oh no 
Im not nervous And he said I am [Laughter] 111 never forget that It 


was sort of like You re nervous 9 
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YATES It seems uncharacteristic of him 

RYAN Right And me 

YATES From what you know about him later 

RYAN Yeah I did get to know him in Sacramento but that was sort of a But 

again all these things happened so easily to me And it didn t bother me to go 
on and interview Jesse Unruh or whatever on T V 

YATES So you did actually do the interviewing with him on the show? 

RYAN Yeah 

YATES And what types of questions 9 

RYAN There were two of us We asked questions about certain positions that maybe 
the league had or whatever and he answered them It was a half hour show I 
remember watching it at home So I had a lot of opportunities to work with 
people We worked on the school bonds in L A City with CEOs of these 
companies that were on the bond committee and all that kind that stuff and so 
it was kind of I worked with the top attorney at Gibson Dunn and 
Crutcher in doing the by laws and 

YATES Wow thats a great experience 

RYAN A lot of experience m working with high level people And on our board 
when I was m the League of Women Voters among our leaders there was a 
woman named Marlen Neuman whose husband had a chair in political 
science at UCLA She had a master s degree and they had met in Switzerland 
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or something Very talented After the Watts riots she was appointed to the 
McCone Commission [Governors Commission on the Los Angeles Riots] 
And then as I mentioned Martha Deane who was retired from UCLA 

YATES She was involved 9 

RYAN Brilliant She was also an expert at discussion techniques and group 

dynamics and that kind of thing She had written books on that so that was 
very helpful 

YATES What did you learn from her 9 

RYAN Oh particularly structuring discussion The league at that time was a 

wonderful organization It s not the same anymore I guess nothing is But 
the technique of the organization was to adopt something you wanted to study 
for a year but you d not only study it you d come to some agreement on 
issues and try to make change m those areas Well it was easier to do that on 
the local level but you can still work on the state and national in different 
ways and so 

YATES I was going to say where did that mandate come from 9 

RYAN This was the organizational structure that was from the national league 

YATES National OK 

RYAN And the league was an outgrowth of the suffrage movement 

YATES Right 

RYAN I mean wonderful leadership And so if we studied something like state 
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constitution You know they were working on a revision of the 
constitution the section on the legislature and you d get all this information 
There would be a state committee and they d gather all this information and 
theyd come up with different questions that were essential to making change 
I mean the policy issues They identified the policy issues and then present 
the pros and cons so that you could make a decision on that policy and then 
you d support your position with action And so the discussion technique is a 
wonderful mechanism for learning because you test your own ideas with other 
people You validate what you re thinking It helps you learn new 
information You learn to listen you learn 
YATES So this is really happening at the study group level then 17 Is that how 
RYAN Yeah we had these units We had like thirty units of this in the city of Los 
Angeles going on 

YATES And they d focus on a particular topic 7 

RYAN Right and it could be Wed have something local wed have something 
statewide something nationally 
YATES Nationally 

RYAN Yeah like a foreign policy issue or water Well I chaired a couple of studies 
on the state level on the legislature as I mentioned I did the legislature and 
also water I chaired a water study on California I mean they gave me 
marvelous background m terms of when I went to the legislature 
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YATES Oh I can see 

RYAN on some of those issues And then locally one of the Oh county 

too I remember one of the first studies we had had to do with the size of 
county government contracting out There s something on the ballot now to 
change [it] and it hasn t changed So you learn about the structure of 
government in a practical way instead of memorizing it And also we d have 
these go see trips like we d go down and see the board of supervisors or the 
city council or the school board 

YATES Well I was wondenng how did you gather your information then 9 

RYAN A lot of it was original research especially on the local level And at the state 
level there would be a committee They would find the books talk to the 
people do the research themselves and put together a booklet that we would 
use as a resource guide on the state level And then I had a committee all 
these women smarter than I am and they insisted on doing more research 
We went to the [California] Constitution [Revision Commission] meetings 
and this one woman—she had a Ph D —decided that we needed to compare 
the California constitution with There s such a thing as the model 
constitution So she went through the section on the legislature section by 
section or whatever so we could present that because the state study group 
hadn t done that so she went ahead and did it herself So here I had this 
committee of these people I m chairing this committee and they re all so 
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good It was just a great experience though I learned a lot and made some 
wonderful friends My friend Pat became president Well one thing I 
skipped over in 1960 m addition to Stephie coming into the world Jim and I 
got involved in a school board recall 
YATES Oh In Hawthorne 1 ? 

RYAN In Hawthorne Our kids were not quite two and six months old or something 
like that But the local paper started blowing up this crazy [Wisebum School 
District] school board that had become elected And it was when [Maxwell 
L ] Max Rafferty [Jr ] had become superintendent of schools m California and 
there was this whole crazy right wing movement and this guy So this 
group of Rafferty type people were after the school board and they elected a 
majority of three on the board and they rescinded all the policies They did 
all these crazy things Well the superintendent [Don Smith] m the district 
took a sabbatical the day after election practically [Laughter] He is very 
highly thought of 

YATES So all three of these board members were extremely conservative then 9 
RYAN Yeah Rafferty type you know 
YATES Hold on one second 
[End of Tape 1 SideB] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

YATES So you were talking about the change 
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RYAN About the school board so 

YATES This is 60 you said 9 

RYAN It was 1960 when we stalled I think the recall was April of 61 And so we 
started going to school board meetings to see if this is really—this was at the 
local school auditorium—if it was really this bad And it was this bad 
Unbelievable And so 

YATES Now how many school board members were there 9 

RYAN Five 

YATES Five So now there s a majority 

RYAN They have three to two yeah And so the superintendent went on sabbatical 
and the old board made the deputy who was the account business person 
superintendent Well they decided that they wanted their own 
superintendent went out and found this guy that was sort of a clone of Max 
Rafferty you know ultra conservative So it was this group of parents that 
started organizing the PTA and stuff like that and so we started going to the 
meetings Before we know it Jim was chairman of the committee to recall 
the school board We met every Friday night this parents group I remember 
And we finally did vote to recall the school board and the three members 
And so then we used to have these meetings at our house all the time of this 
inner group that Wed have this steering committee kind of like four or 
five then we d have weekly larger meetings and we d be plotting what to do at 
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the bigger meeting And so after we decided to recall I mean thanks to 
Jim and some of the other people we organized it so well you would not 
believe it We had six Yeah it was 600 people taking recall petitions out 
YATES Wow 

RYAN In a school district of 5 000 population or 6 000 we had 50 percent of the 
voters sign the recall petition in one weekend We did it all in one weekend 
I mean everyone came either to our house or it was another headquarters in 
the other part of the school district And then afterwards they had to be 
notarized or whatever and so they Maybe it wasn t 600 
YATES That sounds like a lot 

RYAN I know I think we registered 600 voters that s where I got the 600 
YATES OK 

RYAN We registered 600 voters but we had I don t know we had a lot So they 

came back on Monday night I remember to our house to get their petitions 
notarized and we had a woman who was a notary at our house and they d 
bring their petitions and she d notanze them The next day they took them 
down to file them and so there was this big decision as to whether we 
should How soon we should call the election We could call it in as soon 
as thirty days and set the election date It was up to us however people who 
registered to vote couldn t vote for fifty four days at that time So we had to 
make this decision How about those 600 people that we registered to vote? 
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Decided that the advantage was speed so we set it m thirty days And so then 
in the meantime we had a committee to select candidates to run The big 
group elected a committee and gave them the power to choose the three 
candidates 

YATES To identify three people 1 ? 

RYAN And so we had interviews for candidates at our house We got two and they 
couldn t come up with a third and they finally urged Jim to be the third 
candidate which he didn t really want to do because he was a teacher and he 
didn t think it was appropriate for teachers to be on school boards But he did 
it anyway and he only stayed on for a year and a half So every night about 
three guys went door to door and knocked on the doors of all the people that 
signed the petition And they d come back at night and they d say I 
remember this one guy said I fear for democracy They d go to the door 
and the person would say School board 9 School board 9 What school 
board 9 [Laughter] 

YATES Oh geez Even though they d sign the petition 9 That s not very encouraging 
is it 9 

RYAN No there was some like So the people we were recalling had no idea how 
fast we were working and so I mean we just bowled them over when the 
election came You know we just beat them handily Well there were some 
other school board recall elections about the same time in other parts of 
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the I remember this one in Orange County particularly and they were 
very close and it was very You know the district was just tom And we 
would have been tom too but because we did it with such I mean we 
won so handily Plus the three candidates were very outstanding m the 
community who were willing to accept the responsibility so I think that 
helped And so Jim went on the school board 

And during that campaign I mean it was tough One of our friends 
was involved in a mental health issue with a mental health group in 
Westchester and she was being attacked by the Mental health was 
a The John Birch Society was around at that time and it was an issue for 
them They were sort of cautioning Jim and me about getting into politics and 
those political situations We were so Well it needs to be done We better 
go do it 

YATES That didn t stop you 

RYAN Jim had I think from his PE training particularly very good organizational 
skills and so did a very good job organizing And we had some help from 
CTA [California Teachers Association] and the teachers and the 
administrators and they were all with us I mean they were all fed up and it 
was just So it was a fun time and nearly all the neighbors were involved 
and their daughters would baby sit for us and stuff 

YATES So you could go out and do things'? 
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So we could go to meetings or whatever and so it was sort of a 
Now once he was elected to the school board what was that like 9 
Well 

To be actually on the school board versus you know on the other side of 
things 7 The audience 

Did a good job And I think he liked it and I think they made good decisions 
Well his attitude was The old superintendent came back and there were 
some educational issues that he felt were appropriate for the superintendent to 
present but the board could make political decisions even if they didn t always 
agree with the superintendent For instance the reading scores of the school 
district which were very good But would you believe at that time the 
superintendent did not feel it was appropriate to publicize the reading scores 
for educational reasons 7 And the board out voted him They said they 
wanted to publish them Those kinds of issues And I to this day feel that it s 
appropriate for the professional person to make their proper recommendation 
in terms of its educational value and for the board to make the 
political You don t want the superintendent making the political 
decisions I don t think or recommendations And so I think that was an 
experience that served me well in other 
Later on 7 

Later on m terms of the role of the board So I think that that was appropriate 
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But then he had been teaching at Foshay and he was offered a job coaching 
basketball at Manual at the high school actually from his former coach who 
was going to another school and so that was just too much Although at the 
same And while he was doing that he was doing graduate work at SC 
He had four years coming out of the GI Bill when he got out of the army and 
so he got his masters at California] State [Umversity] L A [Los Angeles] 
and then went to SC for a couple of years and did some He was toying 
with the idea of going into PE teaching on the college level He enjoyed the 
scientific part of it but he got to a point where he had to decide between if he 
wanted to be a coach in a public school or whether he wanted to be a scholar 
and he couldn t do both So he gave up his 'SC stuff and went to coaching and 
then resigned from the school board as well 
YATES I see 

RYAN because that was just more than Just took up to much time And 

really he never intended—well I think he just didn t run for re election—but 
he never really intended to stay on the school board because he really didn t 
feel that that was appropriate for him 
YATES OK this sounds like a good point to stop 

RYAN That was a good pomt and a political My first introduction to politics 
YATES Right to campaigning and to how everything works 
RYAN And politics 
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Sounds like getting thrown into the fire Well when you find a cause 
Isn t it funny'? Then I got into Save Our Coastline when we moved to Palos 
Verdes and it was sort of the same thing What s funny is that later I said you 
know you really can fight city hall because we ve done it And we did it with 
the school board and we did it with Save Our Coastline Any campaign really 
takes organization and it s very simple I mean it s simple in that you need 
the publicity and you need some money and you need you know people who 
will go out and publications but you need to get out to the people But in a 
small area you can do that with coffees and walking and stuff but I don t 
know it s getting hard I think 
When you have a larger geographical area? 

That and there s much less sense of community now than there was In Palos 
Verdes even I had just moved I was only there for five years but the 
same people are still involved in leadership stuff And our base of 
support—this was certainly true m the recall but it was also in the 
incorporation effort—was with the schools and the PTA the elementary 
schools and soccer and Little League and PTA and all those things And that 
was how you got the word out in that neighborhood and you had coffees But 
you sort of figured the city almost by elementary schools in terms of what 
areas you want to hit and there just isn t that PTA volunteer effort 
Do you think some of that just has to do with lack of time 9 
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Yeah and it s a very different era 

And people don t always live near where they work Do you think those 
One of my friends who teaches community college said that We were 
talking about something like this and she said when she was first on the 
faculty there twenty five years ago that they used to go out on Friday mght a 
group of the faculty would go out and maybe have a drink or something like 
that And she said there s so little of that anymore And we were talking 
about people being busy she says I think they re busy because there s all 
these blended families that have got not only their kids but their kids from 
another family You ve got to pick this one up and take that one There s 
also a lot more See I watch my own grandchildren and from what I can 
see there s a lot more parental involvement with their kids than I don t 
think we neglected our kids but you know what I m saying it s just that 
Well I think things that we used to do as kids or I even think when I was 
growing up I did a lot of things on my own and now safety is a big concern 
too 

I know And so they don t walk anywhere Well my granddaughter does now 
that she s sixteen or eighteen But I remember when I lived in Glendora I 
lived in a planned unit development of about sixty houses and I lived at the 
end of the cul de sac and Cindy said to me And the kids would come 
over and spend the night or whatever They were probably eight ten around 
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that age She d say Mom don t let them play out in front without your being 
out there with them and I said Oh And they live at the other end of a cul 
de sac and I m sort of like And she wouldn t let the kids out in front you 
know 

Yeah it s a different time 

Really And then she told me that a boy on Ins bike had been molested or 
whatever approached or something just down the street from them and so 
they were really concerned I mean I know I had so much freedom My kids 
had less but they had certainly more than I mean they walked to school 
all the time You don t see kids walk to school anymore Even in elementary 
school you don t see kids walk to school 

Well it s interesting to hear about maybe some of the reasons why people 
aren t as involved compared to your experiences m the sixties for example of 
how you get people involved in causes and motivated and interested and 
what s going on now in terms of people s involvement 
Well and people are more interested in things having to do with themselves 
They re also interested in one issue causes like the league The league s 
almost become a one issue because 
Wait instead of 

They have multiple issues instead of really wanting to hear the pros and cons 
Like you know gun control or something like that It s a major issue 
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however I do think there s probably some area where people could come to 
some agreement between we re either for or against Until we find some 
middle ground there s not going to be any solution to it I don t think 
that Maybe that one side s going to win I don t know But we've just 
gotten into that advocacy and that s all people want to do 
It s all one extreme or the other 

That and I had a friend who died a few years ago and she had 
started Right at the beginning starting people at UCLA Extension In 
fact they had discussions Before I joined the league I went to one of those 
on foreign policy And we were talking one day and she said her theory was 
that people go to all these self help things all the time They spend a lot of 
time on Well if you read the health section of the paper there are all these 
things to go to that people didn t go to that much before 
Right It sounds like it confirms what you re saying about there s less interest 
in the community It s more focused on 

Yeah don t you think 9 I mean aerobics and going and doing We used to 
play tennis or whatever or people played golf but that s even more 
community 
Yeah sociable 

than going off by yourself and doing something I don t know how I 
certainly don t have any accuracy but one of the issues that concerns me—and 
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Pat and I have talked about it a lot—is the lack of people s interest m 
government involvement m government Not just not voting because I think 
that it s even deeper than that It s the fact that people don t see that 
government belongs to us We get the government 
YATES They don t see the connection 

RYAN They don t They look as government as them and it s hard to deal with that 
on the national or state level but you certainly On the local level is the 
area where you can make a difference and yet people are so disinterested in 
what s happening in their own community and don t feel any responsibility for 
it If you don t feel any responsibility for your government then you re going 
to lose it 
YATES Yeah 

RYAN That s why I say I think our democracy is fragile I don t think we do have a 
democracy that can withstand some of the pressures that were undergoing m 
terms of the technology and immigration and all those things 
YATES OK Well why don t we stop at this point and then we 11 pick up with It 
sounds like your activities with Rancho Palos Verdes 
RYAN OK 


[End Tape 2 Side A] 
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[Session 2 November 17 2000] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

YATES OK lets get started Good morning again more formally We were chatting 
as usual beforehand a little bit about the election because the last time we met 
was actually Election Day 
RYAN I d forgotten that 

YATES And who would have thought that we wouldn t know still who the president 
was going to be? Anyway I was just reminding you that last time we 
met Or maybe I didn t 111 start over Last time we met we really ended 
the session talking about your getting involved m the League of Women 
Voters and you did talk a little bit about some of the activities that you were 
involved in and then also the school recall effort that you and your husband 
were involved in I thought maybe to start we could expand some on your 
experiences with the league And I m particularly interested in some of the 
experiences you had with the league that you think benefited you later on 
when you ran for and served in public office 
RYAN Well I was very active m the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles for 
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about five years until I moved to Palos Verdes m 1967 
YATES OK 

RYAN And while I was there I was able to work with women who were top notch in 
terms of their training and experience And I was young I wasn t even thirty 
when I went on the city board One of the friends of mine who was on was a 
woman named Martha Deane who had been chairman of the women s PE 
department at UCLA and who was a dance person Did I mention that 9 
YATES I remember you mentioning her yes 

RYAN And Marlen Neuman was a Anyway there were some very outstanding 
women So that was a good training course In addition to that I 
chaired First I was treasurer and then I chaired some study committees on 
state issues One was on constitutional revision particularly revision of 
Article 4 the one on the legislature and we covered 
YATES And that s what became Proposition] 1 A 1 of 1966 right 9 
RYAN Yes I did talk about this last time right 9 

YATES No you didn t That s what led I just wanted to make sure I ve got the 

right So you were involved m a study group that was what led or focused 
on the subject of the full time legislature 9 
RYAN Yes and that was part At that time there was a Commission on 

Constitution Revision meeting and m fact there were five women from the 


l Proposition 1A (November 1966) constitutional revision 
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League of Women Voters on it 
I see Were you one of them 7 

No they weie state You know very prominent women State presidents 
in the past and things The league decided to focus on just Article 4 
OK 

The commission took up more than that and we looked into it But in the 
Article 4 The limit of the legislature also includes reapportionment We 
looked at bicameral We didn t look at it but that was part of it—about 
whether you should have a bicameral legislature And also was Oh the 
initiative process That was very helpful to me when I got elected because I 
had a better understanding of all the process of constitutional revision the 
constitution and how the legislature works—and what was m the constitution 
And then later I chaired a study Part of another study that we undertook on 
the state was water And I chaired that study for the Los Angeles league and 
we had thirty units in the city and so the program that we organized then 
went out to thirty units and we had discussion leaders and resource people It 
was broken down into five areas and then my committee was made up of the 
area chairman who then disseminated to their area And we got materials 
from the state league and then we embellished them somewhat ourselves and 
planned the discussion programs 

Now when you say water what were you specifically focusing on 7 
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RYAN In California 9 Well we looked at the water delivery systems in California 
We also looked at storage facilities As I remember we looked at the 
possibility of storing water underground in the aquifers Just the supply of 
water I guess that s maybe how I would term it It s been thirty five years 
ago or more and so I can t quite remember exactly It s not as clear as the 
legislation But I learned a lot and III never forget the first meeting I went 
to—or maybe it was the first booklet they had—was that an irrigated 
agricultural Society had never lasted longer than four hundred years 
Because I learned that water continued Every time it goes through the 
ground it takes minerals and salts down into the underground water And of 
course the purity of the underground water is what s so important to us As 
we re finding out what the chemicals that are found in the aquifers that they re 
so concerned about now and so that Anyway that was how I got off Sol 
did have an understanding a pretty good understanding of the water supply 
system and the basic issue of water in California and of course And 
things that you don t think of I mean like Palm Springs has an aquifer undei 
it and people think of it as just a desert with swimming pools but they really 
have a water supply and things like that So I really learned a lot about water 

YATES Now was the water study group tied to some specific goal as to why you 
were studying it 9 

RYAN Yes they always are I mean even the legislature Should we have a full 
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time legislature 9 
Sure 

Some of those issues The water issues I don t remember now 
What it was tied to specifically 9 

Because it seemed to me that the [California State] Water Project had already 
been approved 
I was going to say 

The water bonds I think were approved before then but they might not have 
been I just don t remember what the goal was But as a rule when there s a 
study there d be maybe four or five points that we would address and then if 
there was agreement throughout the state on those issues then we take a 
position and then support it in terms of legislative action and things like that 
so I m not sure 
Right right 

Later when I was on the state board of the league I was environmental 
chairman and at that time I was responsible for the league s position on water 
and that s why I m sort of confused because 
Yeah which is which 

And the league had studied water before the study This was not the initial 
study that the league had They had one before And there we got very 
involved in two issues one having to do with the contracts and its still an 
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issue as I understand One hundred and sixty acre limitation That s enforced 
by the federal government No subsidies to farms because the large farmers 
have collected all of them and they still get the subsidies And then the other 
issue was Lake Tahoe and the pollution at the lake which has still not been 
resolved But those are major issues Oh plus the [California] Wild [and 
Scenic] Rivers Act [of 1972] which we did support in the past which would 
be naming certain rivers not to be developed And I guess that s also how I 
got involved in the Proposition] 20 1 and the [California] Coastal Act [of 
1976] 

YATES Oh OK 

RYAN I was the point person for the League of Women Voters on supporting that 
initiative helping gather signatures and then seemg that it was passed in the 
election Working and campaigning and stuff 

YATES So I take it then what evolved as a study group issue then Like you said 
you tie it into the legislation that appears however it s initiated and 
then Because my understanding is the league doesn t usually take a stand 
right 9 

RYAN Oh yes it does In fact one of the 

YATES Or maybe I in thinking it s people that they don t 

RYAN The league does not endorse candidates and it s not It s supposed to be 


1 Proposition 20 (November 1972) Coastal Zone Conversation Act 
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nonpartisan which doesnt mean people are nonpartisan it just means as an 
organization it s nonpartisan It only supports ballot measures if we have a 
position on them 

And that s after you ve done a thorough amount of studying on it 9 

Right 

OK 

Now it s not run exactly how it was when I was active but at that time we 
would at a convention adopt what we wanted to study the next two years 
Then we d come up with agreement areas a consensus and then we d present 
it at the convention two years later and it would be ratified and accepted as 
the position of the League of Women Voters 
I see 

And then based on that position we would take legislative action Now at the 
local level it s easier than at the state level to promote an issue and so To 
become pro active For instance the L A city league when I was on the 
board pushed for a charter revision in the City of Los Angeles and we 
worked hard on that and we published a book and actually saw it achieved in 
a watered down version from what we wanted But we still accomplished 
some revision The most recent charter revision addressed some of the issues 
that we addressed back in the early sixties 
You mean you re talking about expanding the board 7 
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No the major issue that we addressed had to do with the fact that 
commissions ran departments and we felt that there should be general 
managers running departments and that they should be answerable to the 
mayor or an executive 
I see 

Which is what eventually came about in the latest one The police and fire 
were exempt We accomplished that for recreation and some of the minor 
departments However police and fire did not want to be a part of all those 
They wanted to maintain the status quo And of course the power of the 
mayor was a very important issue which was resolved in the last charter 
revision We published a book called Who s in Chaige and you could not 
clearly define the authority I guess I d just use this probably as an example 
as well about how the league gave me a lot of training experience m 
government and sort of applying principles and seeing them achieved and by 
doing that you learn how government works 
Right right 

I mean it s just a wonderful training ground because you can read about it or 
whatever but it s not quite the same as really trying to effectuate the change 
like trying to get the votes on the city council and this intrigue that goes on 
and trying to do that and so that s what s 
It sounds like a great experience 
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RYAN It was and fortunately for me at that time there were a lot of women my age 
and a little bit older who We didn t work didn t have careers but many of 
them were college graduates and very bright We had young kids and we d 
have baby sitting had our baby sitter when we had our meetings and things 
like that so it was just a great opportunity 
YATES Well you mentioned 
RYAN Its changed though now 
YATES Right 

RYAN You know with women working and single issue people 
YATES Yeah its a different dynamic 
RYAN A new dynamic 

YATES Well you mentioned Martha Deane and then I believe Marla Neuman 
RYAN Marlen 
YATES Marlen 7 
RYAN Yeah 

YATES And I don t know if there are any other particular individuals but I was 
wondering what you learned from them or how they influenced you in 
particular 7 

RYAN Well probably Pat Russell influenced me more than anyone else I met Pat at 
the first league meeting I went to and she was the sort of person who 
continually looked for possibilities in people potentials and encouraged 
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me—and I know I think she did other people too except we ve been close 
friends for a number of years—to do things that you didn t think you could do 
and so 

How would she do that 9 

How can I think of an example 9 Well maybe suggest that you call someone 
or work with them I remember going with her once to interview [Thomas] 
Tom Bradley on something when he was on the [Los Angeles] City Council 
or whatever and other people I mean through working with her I had this 
feeling Well I could call these people or I can make an appointment and 
do something because Oh I know I think what helped was she was 
president of the league and because of the organization you could sort of use 
that for your own development m a sense For instance I had another friend 
[Jackie Berman] who was on the Committee for School Bonds in L A and it 
was a citizens committee and it was chaired by the president of the telephone 
company or some major company m town And she said Here I am This 
guy s calling me on the phone looking for me all over town because I m not 
home or something And as housewives it was just sort of great to have this 
confidence built up in that we re not just a bunch of housewives I mean we 
can go out and do these things 
Do you think 

And so Pat s leadership ability probably I remember my fnend Jackie 



82 


who was active in the school bonds said You know Pat could probably be 
anything She could probably be president of General Motors She taught 

me how to run an agenda for a meeting how to run a meeting how to work 
with people just I can t think of what other I mean as we go along I 
can tell you all the things she did She ended up running for city council 
herself in 1969 LA City Council Another experience The council member 
[L E Timberlake] resigned in the middle of his term and asked the council to 
appoint his deputy Well the council had the discretion of either appointing 
or calling for a special election and so Pat and some friends successfully 
lobbied the city council to call for a special election and they d never called a 
special election before They d always appointed 
YATES Oh really 9 

RYAN And so she had to run against this deputy which is sort of an interesting 
experience because she d never run a campaign before [Laughter] 

YATES And this other person supposedly had the inside track right 9 
RYAN Yeah and he had the contacts for money and all these things And the district 
was Venice Westchester and Crenshaw and she was from Westchester but 
Crenshaw became completely black I think it might have been Still had 
sort of integrated but predominately black And Venice a world unto itself 
And she had to run in those three communities but I was very involved in her 
campaign and she won by six hundred votes And so it was really fun you 
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know 7 And then she had to run again in two years and she stayed on the 
council for I think almost twenty years And then she became president of the 
council For the last four years she was president of the council which was 
quite a job but I mean Pat also had the ability to see things that needed to 
be done and sort of inspire you to help get them done I think maybe that s 
what it was She was also student body president at the University of 
Washington she was president of the League of California Cities she was 
president of almost anything she undertook 

And then later right after I was elected to the Rancho Palos Verdes City 
Council I went to a convention of the League of California Cities—all our 
councils did—and it turned out just by happenstance that I got a room down 
the hall from Pat who was there representing the city of Los Angeles and we 
talked until the wee hours of the night and she had the idea of organizing a 
California elected women s association 
YATES Oh OK Well Id like to come back to that if you don t mind 
RYAN OK yeah we re talking about Pat 111 talk about that later 
YATES Great We 11 come back to that because I m interested to hear more about that 
particular group Well I was interested m what you were talking about being 
a housewife and getting involved in all these activities and making these new 
kind of connections it sounds like because you re actually trying to effect 


some change 
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Yes 

Now did you feel that being involved with the league gave you some kind of 
legitimacy or clout that you didnt have before'? 

Well that s true although I suppose that it did I suppose you could do 
some of those things anyway but I don t think you have the confidence to try 
to do things and so I think the confidence came from the people m the 
organization like Pat saying Well 
You can do if? 

We can do this I mean we have the procedures m the League of Women 
Voters and we can do tins We 11 go and interview these people We 11 work 
to achieve what we agree needs to be done And so a lot of it came from both 
things the inspiration I got from the leadership m the league Pat and some of 
these other women and then the organization giving us the legitimacy to do it 
and giving me particularly as a leader Then I became a leader m the 
league as well 
Right right 

And so I was able to do some of these things as well 
Well I know obviously you were involved m the league beyond when you 
became involved in the incorporation of Rancho Palos Verdes but I thought 
we could shift next to talk about how you got involved in that and the efforts 
for incorporation And we talked a little bit before we taped about how a lot 
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of these things have been covered before that you talked or had been 
interviewed so I was going to try to take the tactic of maybe asking you some 
other questions that might flesh it out a little bit But first just for background 
information I know you said you just moved there in 1967 and Im wondering 
just briefly if you could tell me why you moved m the first place 7 
RYAN Oh well we were living in Hawthorne and the girls were in the second and 
fourth grade and it came to the point of Should we add on to our house or 
should we move to a bigger home 7 And if we re going to move we should 
move now before the girls get to intermediate school and before they get any 
older We thought that was a good age for them to move So I sort of was 
mtngued by the idea of living in a pretty environment attractive environment 
and so the choice was should we move to a lesser house but a mcer 
neighborhood which we did And the house was bigger than the one we had 
before and in a lovely location So that s how we happened to move 
YATES OK 

RYAN In the beginmng I was just going to sort of go to league meetings but I was 
not going to become active In fact I was trying to sort of just stay home and 
sew and fix up the house and be a housewife kind of 
YATES Right because you mentioned you were vice president and also treasurer 
when you were with the Los Angeles league 
RYAN Right and so for five years I d been heavily involved and so I thought 'Well 
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I just will take a rest Well before I knew it they asked me to go on the 
board in Palos Verdes as a finance chairman and that s a tough office to fill 
Given the fact that I d worked on all that stuff in Los Angeles I thought well 
Palos Verdes is a snap compared to raising money in Los Angeles and stuff 
and it s mainly a matter of organization Sol said OK I went on the board 
and was the chief fund raiser It was kind of fun It was the Let s see 

1970 It was the fiftieth anniversary of the League of Women Voters 
and No maybe that was when I was president Anyway around that 
time And we had a major fund raising effort on the national level and we 
had to raise something like $10 000 which was really a big deal in our league 
and so this other woman and I The woman who was president and I leally 
pushed and we raised the money We didn t think we could no one thought 
we could but sort of what Id learned from Pat and everybody is you don t just 
give up You just sort of set your goal down and you take the steps and see 
how you do and it works I mean it works so we did that Then they asked 
me to be president and I d only been in the community a couple of years but I 
obviously had a background in the league and so I did and it was fun I had a 
good time Some of my best friends today were the women I worked with on 
the board and 

YATES So now how did you get hooked up with the incorporation efforts 7 

OK so one of the positions that the league had in Palos Verdes was local 


RYAN 
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control of land use through either annexation of one of the existing cities or 
forming a city of our own 
OK 

And the people who were working on it—again one of my best friends now 
[Deena Fnedson]— sounded absolutely paranoid about the county [Los 
Angeles County] and I kept thinking I didn t get involved in the issue too 
much You know I was president and I would sort of They d make their 
reports and all this stuff and theyd say the county s proposing to put in all 
these apartments up heie The density here is going to be this and they want 
to fight this next development And I just couldn t quite grasp how bad things 
were and then finally I started getting involved in the issue and realized that 
the county really was bad And then the county We would go down to 
fight these zone changes The unincorporated area of Palos Verdes at that 
time was two thirds of the area and two thirds of the people and there were 
three other cities that had already incorporated that were all little cities Well 
none of the little cities would annex this whale in the middle 
And that s Rolling Hills 9 

Rolling Hills Rolling Hills Estates and Palos Verdes Estates 
OK [they] were the other three 

Were the other three and so they tried some piecemeal annexations which 
hadnt worked So anyway the league worked with the [Palos Verdes 
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Peninsula] Advisory Council the homeowners group and we d go down and 
fight these zone changes And the whole coastline at some point seven miles 
most of it undeveloped except for Marmeland which was there at the time 
was zoned for something called commercial recreation And if a developer 
came in with a proposal they could get unlimited density with the conditional 
use permit And so they were building anyway allowing all this 
development that we felt was detrimental to the area And I learned through 
that too that the county would allow development of an area unincorporated 
area and then after it was all developed poorly with poor standards no plan 
then you d have to form a city to take care of it because the county couldn t 
provide adequate services for you and all the various unincorporated parts of 
the city Still going on to this day There are areas Tejon Ranch that they re 
talking about off Highway 5 on the way to Bakersfield 

YATES Right 

RYAN You know it s unincorporated and they re going to put in I don t know 
20 000 people or some ungodly number of people and yet there s only 
[Highway] 5 going there There s no way out of there There will be no 
services there will be no city center I mean what you d want in a city It 
just doesn t seem to be the way we should develop the county And it s true in 
most counties So this was an opportunity for me to learn about the role of 
county in the unincorporated areas and urban areas 
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YATES So does this I know I ve been thinking about this and from the interview I 

heard with you 1 that at some point either you specifically or those who were 
involved realized that you needed local control And is this what you re 
talking about*? 

RYAN Yes 

YATES Is the whole issue When were talking local we don t mean county we 
mean general city 

RYAN City nght 

YATES So is that 

RYAN When we were talking local control Control of land use of all the 

undeveloped land was being decided by one member of the [Los Angeles] 
Board of Supervisors who was Burton [W ] Chace our supervisor And 
whatever he approved would be accepted by the other members of the board 
I think this still exists in the County of Los Angeles Any development that s 
proposed in the unincorporated area it s up to the supervisor m that district 
and the other members of the board will support that supervisor You know 
you support me and 111 support you 

YATES Wow that s a lot of power 

RYAN The major power of the Board of Supervisors is land use Their other jobs are 


1 Rancho Palos Verdes 25 th Anniversary 1973 1998 produced by Palos Verdes 
on the Net videocassette 
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health and welfare the jails those kinds of things They re not very exciting 
I mean to me they re homble I mean the hospitals and the social services 
that they have to provide But the real power comes from the unincorporated 
area I mentioned earlier an interview that Pat and I had with Tom Bradley 
and he was still on the council I forget now the question we put to him but 
Ins response We were talking about the county and he said if the county 
just thinks of itself as a regional government instead of the second largest city 
in the county with a million people in the unincorporated area Even 
though we ve incorporated all these cities I think there s still a million people 
in the unincorporated areas And so that s really where the development of 
the unincorporated areas where much of the power comes from in counties 
Well I know 

So did that distinguish local control 7 
Yeah I think so I guess I was 

Then if you have a city you elect someone from nearby and they make the 
decisions Or even if you annex you go to another city but at least you have a 
city council 

That can make decisions 

that s closer to you You don t have to go downtown to the board of 
administration and try to convince one member of the Board of Supervisors in 
the comity what needs to be done And so I think that was it always having 
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to go downtown That that s where our governmental seat was—downtown 
YATES Now chronologically do you remember at what point this was sort 

of The group the people who are involved in the effort to prevent high 
density housing where the juncture was in terms of Well we really have got 
to pursue this tactic? 

RYAN Well what happened was we d been working on it along with the 

homeowners group And the mayors of the existing cities also opposed the 
development So we finally got the county through our urging The 
league particularly urged the county planning commission—regional planning 
commission they call it—to develop a general plan for development of the 
unincorporated area and they agreed to do it and they appointed a committee 
to work on the general plan And the people they appointed were the mayors 
of the three cities the president of the League of Women Voters the president 
of the [Palos Verdes] Chamber of Commerce the president of the 
homeowners groups—they called it the Advisory Council—and four 
developers representatives from the four major land owners on the council 
YATES And the regional group is? The name of it is? 

RYAN The Los Angeles Regional Planning Commission 
YATES OK 

RYAN Which is the title of the county planning commission It s really the county 
but they call it regional And so we began to meet We met for almost a year 
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and that s how I got involved I was there as the president of the league At 
the end the plan came out and it called for something like 50 000 people on 
the coastline I mean it was absolutely incredible It was the best straw man 
we ever had And so after we made graphic what we knew was going to 
happen it was done in black and white because we d been fighting it 
piecemeal and now we looked at their All the undeveloped land would 
have been in multiple unit development And one of the problems with the 
peninsula is there s a landslide and you can t It s very difficult to get off I 
mean there aren t many access roads especially the coastline That was one 
of our issues that you couldn't put that many people down there So anyway 
a group from that advisory committee for the plan mayors of the cities—oh 
the school board was represented and the library board too—we formed Save 
Our 

And the home owners 7 

Home owners We formed Save Our Coastline It was Fred Hesse who was 
one of the dnving forces behind the He was mayor of Rolling Hills 
Decided that it would be nice to have co chairs who represented the 
Democratic and Republican sides 
Oh really 7 

And so he asked Dorothy LeConte who was a pi eminent Democrat in the 
area and a woman named Helene Drown and Helene was [Patricia R ] Pat 
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Nixon s best friend They taught school together and still were friends and 
this was when [Richard M ] Nixon was still president 

YATES You mean governor*? 

RYAN No president Nixon 

YATES Oh Nixon Im sorry I was thinking [Ronald W ] Reagan Nixon of course 

RYAN Nixon yeah 

YATES Yeah OK 

RYAN And so that was sort of And then eventually Helene I mean the 
Nixon problems came out and she finally had to back out of her leadership 
role and Dorothy was very involved She worked at it day and night So 
that s how we formed Save Our Coastline and that was in 1969 I think No 
let s see 

YATES Yeah I have December of 69 

RYAN Yeah 69 And we spent four years on the incorporation which was a It 
was interesting I think from the point of view that not many citizens 
organizations could have sustained that length of time We had setbacks in 
court in the beginning which was to be expected Our attorney [James 
Herbert] said Well if we re going to go we re going to go for something 
that gets us the city so his recommendation for the lawsuit would 
be Four developers owned over 45 percent of the land just over 50 
percent of the assessed valuation of land The incorporation was dead and 
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that was in the state statute so we The idea of one man one vote or that 
you shouldn t be able to vote on the basis on property was the issue Well it 
was turned down at the [Los Angeles] Superior Court in the appeal court and 
so we had to go to the [California] Supreme Court And then they had the 
case I think it took them two years or something before they came up 
with a decision which was 7 0 in our favor 
YATES You just mentioned that it s unusual to sustain that kind of longevity for 

something in a citizens group Why do you think you were able to keep the 
momentum going and keep people involved 9 
RYAN Because of Dorothy s leadership She was a real political pro And we hired 
a public relations person to help us with the effort and there were people who 
were opposed to tins and thought we should do it as amateurs You know 
like 

YATES You mean don t hire any professionals 9 

RYAN Right professionals And it sort of You know that served me well in 
my own campaigns later on It s that you do need to hire people if you re 
going to do mass mailings and you need to have people who are trained to do 
this so that was The means of communication was important and then 
also giving people within the organization tlungs to do I can t remember 
what they did but there were things to do just to keep it going And we raised 
a lot— $250 000 which was a lot of money in those days 
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That s a lot money 

And the lawsuits just cost us a lot of money We had an office that was 
donated and a full time secretary that was donated by TRW Our friend Fred 
is one of the top executives at TRW and he was able to get us 
This is Fred Hesse 7 

Yeah a secretary who was assigned to his office but worked for us and the 
community 

You just mentioned m the lawsuits that your attorney recommended—you can 
correct me if I m wrong-pursuing the creation of a city Is that right 9 Is that 
what you just said 9 

Yes not to do a frivolous lawsuit just over a particular development or a 
particular issue but if we were going to go to court to take it on an issue that 
would help us to achieve the incorporation 
OK because that was one question 

Make it a big enough issue that we d achieve the incorporation 
Right because I saw I think referred to in some of the matenals you loaned 
me the fourth city plan as a tactic and so it sounds like the idea was to form a 
city was the way to have 

Well yeah Well SOC [Save Our Coastline] I think we 

decided Actually before it was SOC I think we discussed all the 

alternatives but we did decide that the incorporation of the city was the only 
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feasible alternative And there were many of us that were interested in 
incorporating a fourth city as a step toward the peninsula becoming one city 
one entity 

Oh I see And not you mean having four cities? 

Not having four cities And then we also had a separate library district that 
was elected So I mean Palos Verdes with 65 000 people or something was 
four cities library and school board six elected bodies thirty elected 
officials [Laughter] 

Sounds like a lot 

It s a lot And so anyway we discussed all of those things looked at But 
we also had the mayors of the other cities and so annexation was sort of ruled 
out But I think that was And there s still people on the pemnsula who 
would like to see one city but there are a lot of I mean Rolling Hills 
Estates gets all the sales tax money and they don t want to share it And there 
has been an effort m recreation to try to combine more And also we 
contracted for shenffs as our local police and so did Rolling Hills and 
Rolling Hills Estates and No so we had the three cities Palos Verdes 
Estates had its own They also have their own fire department over 
in Since that time they've given up their fire department and we re all part 
of the [Los Angeles] County fire district in the peninsula 
Oh I see 
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And so there has been some coordination and combination still not what 
you d think you should be able to achieve when everybody goes to the same 
schools and the same churches and the same neighborhood There s these 
jealousies that exist within the cities It s crazy 

Well you know you touched on this a little bit but I m particularly interested 
in the relationship between those active in trying to incorporate and the 
county government And I m thinking specifically about your attempts and I 
use your broadly to work with Burton Chace And maybe you could 
expand a little bit about what happened in terms of trying to work with him in 
incorporating 

Well actually he died before we started the incorporation efforts 
Oh I see OK 

We only worked with him on some zone changes mainly What we learned 
though starting with Burton Chace and then it became more evident when we 
were 

Yeah I didn t have my timing down there right 

When we worked on the incorporation one of the steps is you have to go to 
something called LAFCO Local Agency Formation Commission and they 
approve the boundaries and whether or not you can go for election And 
when we were working with Chace it became evident—he was from Long 
Beach— that Long Beach had all the power I mean it was fascinating It 
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had all the power m the county more than L A 

YATES Really 9 

RYAN We went to LAFCO and LAFCO has five members and two alternates a 
total of seven I think there were two representatives of cities that were 
chosen by the cities They kept something called the City Selection 
Committee made up of all the mayors in the county and they chose two 
people and the other five were appointed by one of each of the five 
supervisors Well it turned out that Long Beach had three votes They sort 
of had their council member Out of the seven they had three votes LA had 
none The city of Los Angeles had none but a man named [Preston] 
Hodgkiss whose family owned were Bixby ranch people was on it All our 
deeds in Palos Verdes had Bixby on it but they were also the Long Beach 
people and So anyway it was just interesting And then the Coastal Act 
passed It turned out that Long Beach got five appointments It was just 
amazing to see how they could work the system but Anyway we realized 
that Long Beach was a power base for the supervisor not Palos Verdes 
SoChacedied In fact it was incredible We were downtown at the 
Board of Supervisors meeting to protest some zone change or other Our 
group which was made up of the mayors It might have formed Save Our 
Coastline—I don t know—but we hadn t really gotten into the incorporation 
But we were down there to protest and we re waiting and waiting and they 
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hadn t started the meeting because Burton Chace isn t there yet And then 
they announce There s an announcement He was m a serious automobile 
accident en route to the meeting He died a couple of days later so that was 
really dramatic Well the governor appoints the successor and he 
appointed 

YATES So they don t hold a special election then 9 
RYAN No 

YATES They appoint a successor 9 

RYAN Right and that s in state law It s interesting because the counties are really 
creatures of the state so are the cities but even more so They were created 
to administer state law I mean they administer the courts which is 
administrating California law and they administer their welfare or their 
health all those things so they re really more of an administrative body more 
than they are a decision making body So when people talk about local 
government there really is a difference between the powers of the county and 
the city municipal powers and county powers Well a general law city I 
think would be called I guess they have the choice too Anyway the 
Board of Supervisors is automatically appointed by the governor 
YATES So what happened in this case 9 
RYAN He appointed [James A ] Jim Hayes and 
YATES Were there other potential appointees 9 
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RYAN No I can t remember Because at the same time there was [another] 

appointment I can t remember if someone else died or what happened and 
[Peter F ] Pete Schabarum was appointed about the same time and that was 
contested It was between him and [William] Bill Campbell They were 
both in the legislature and Schabarum got it And I remember Dorothy and 
some of the people m SOC contacting Reagans office and the appointments 
people and trying to influence the governor to appoint Schabarum and Hayes 
I wasn t part of that effort I was sort of pure in the League of Women Voters 
and I didn t have any clout in Sacramento anyway [Laughter] But anyway 
they worked behind the scenes to do this and I don t know that they ever got a 
commitment from Schabarum but they did get a commitment from Hayes that 
he would support the incorporation and our efforts And then he did have to 
run for re election 

YATES Whenever that seat was going to come up 7 

RYAN Yeah when it was up which was not very long after I mean we still 

hadn t become incorporated I mean his election was still He ran against 
Marvin Braude who was on the L A City Council It was a pretty close 
election and our community was split A lot of people liked Braude And 
Dorothy and Gordon [Curtis] and Fred came out with the formal endorsement 
of Jim Hayes in the papers much to the dismay of many of the other SOC 
members the Save Our Coastline members It was sort of a controversy 
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And I was sort of unhappy partly too because I was on the steering 
committee and nobody told me so I felt like I had sort of been abused in a 
way but I learned that s how politics works 
YATES Let me turn the tape over 
[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

YATES OK we took a short break and turned the tape over And I was asking about 
the appointment of Jim Hayes to the board I was wondering if you could just 
touch on Hayes role m terms of the incorporation once he was on the board 9 
You know how involved and what did he do m your efforts to incorporate 9 
RYAN Well we had to go to the supreme court for a decision and they struck down 
the statute having to do with the ownership of land being able to protest the 
incorporation as unconstitutional However we still had to go back and go 
through the whole incorporation process again Then we went back to 
LAFCO We had to be approved by them which we were and then we had to 
go the Board of Supervisors They had to approve the boundaries of the city 
set the date for the election and Oh gosh now I m confused It seems to 
me Maybe Hayes voted before it went to the supreme court I don t know 
I m thinking it was But we had to have a vote at the end It seemed to me 
we always had to have three votes on the Board of Supervisors which was 
always From day one it was how do we get three votes on the Board of 
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Supervisors 9 And we had this one attorney who was advising us who s a city 
attorney for a number of cities Glenn Watson He came on Saturday 
mornings and he was giving us political advice our little hearing committee 
and he suggested that we had to hire John McFaden with public relations in 
order to get [Emest E ] Debs vote on the Board of Supervisors And so he 
was rather crass about it and he was sort of feeling that There were three 
of us women there and I think he felt this was too much for our tender ears 
Dorothy and a gal named Alice [Hackworthy Savage] and me I remember it 
was a Saturday morning meeting and the others were political men or 
whatever and he told us We re sort of like But the volunteers we can t 
hire McFaden And Alice was sort of the woman in charge of volunteers so 
she said So anyway we decided we have to hire John McFaden so 
we He lived in Hermosa Beach It all comes together later I mean the 
legislature Who comes up lobbying on behalf of some legislation having 
to do with the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles but John McFaden 9 [Laughter] 
I think he was doing us just a favor but he s a big heavyset PR man and so we 
lured him to do some job I don t know what it was but that was our advice 
So as I say we re always plotting about how were going to get three votes 
on the Board of Supervisors When we finally had to get the vote we had 
gotten a commitment from Hayes however we still needed two more votes 
and so some of us went to Baxter Ward and he said yes he would vote for 



103 


the incorporation However he said I would like you to know that your 
supervisor has never spoken to me about tlus and that was a message that I 
think was important because as a rule a supervisor in one area could get the 
other board members to support his position and so he But I suppose that 
once you do that then you re expected to do that when that supervisor comes 
to you I mean it s sort of your chips are out so maybe he wasn t willing to 
do that I don t know And so then we went to [Kenneth] Kenny Halm And 
Paul Conrad was one of our Paul and Kay were one of our group They 
weren t on the committee but they were staunch supporters of the 
incorporation and in fact Paul was the chairman of my campaign when I ran 
for city council Anyway he got Kenny to make the commitment just simply 
based on the fact that he trusted Paul s position He felt that it was what was 
m the best interest of the community After we got 80 percent of the vote and 
won the election we went down to the Board of Supervisors to get it certified 
and he said to Paul You were right Paul The people really did want it 
Eighty percent And so he felt that his support was worthwhile However 
we did not get a commitment from Jim on it I mean Jim did not help us get 
three votes 

YATES OK He agreed to vote in favor but he didn t do anything to help you get 
other votes'? 

RYAN Right We got it because of Paul s ability to get a commitment from Kenny 



104 


YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 


YATES 

RYAN 


and then Baxter Ward who was rather I mean he got us interest in the 
community too We didn t go to the other two members 
You mentioned hiring John McFaden and this tied in to trying to get Debs to 
vote and what happened with that? 

Well we never got Debs to vote [Laughter] We hired John McFaden 
And what was he supposed to do? 

I don t know We didn t ask that question [Laughter] 

Didn t want to know too many specifics? 

I think they said Well it costs about $1 500 to hire John McFaden or 
$1 200 or something to do ajob We need to think of a job for him to do m 
PR I don t know what he did I think he helped Alice with something 
because she was working on the petitions We had two petitions one was to 
sign for the incorporation and one was to stop the landowners thing 
Well we know how it turned out m terms of the incorporation as you just 
mentioned it was passed Now explain a little bit of the background of that 
election and then also your decision to run for city council 
Well the supervisors set the date for the election I think it was August 23 It 
was the end of August 1 which was of course a terrible time because thats 
when everybody goes on vacation We had a massive absentee ballot effort 
for those days because we knew that people would be going on vacation and 


1 The election was held August 28 
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so all the candidates had absentee ballots with us and the applications I 
think they did and so did the We had two separate campaigns Dorothy 
in her wisdom felt that the effort to incorporate the city should be completely 
separate from the election of the council members and so she ran the 
campaign to incorporate the city I was one of twenty four candidates to run 
And I really hadn t thought about running and one of my friends Well I 
remember I guess maybe it was Kay [Conrad] I think it was my fortieth 
birthday party or something Anyway Kay and Paul were at a party at our 
house and Kay said to me she thought I should run for city council And I 
said Well if I run will you manage my campaign 9 And she said Sure 
because Kay s background was in public relations She had done it for 
umpteen places and worked for the Denvei Post and stuff so she said she 
would And then I had another friend named Gladys Meade I think maybe 
she talked to me before Yeah I think she did We were talking she lived m 
Torrance and she said You mean you re not going to run for the city 
council 9 And I said I never thought about it And she said I can t 
imagine after all you ve put into that that you re not going to be a candidate 
And so then I remember going over to a friend of mine Ann Nielsen s house 
and she was working for Pat Russell at the time She had been very involved 
with Pat s campaigns and was Pat s deputy And another woman named Betty 
Paul whom I d known on the League of Women Voters board another very 
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bright person And I was agonizing over whether I should run and I said 
You know In some ways I think that Pat was a much more involved 
and vital person before she was an elected official because she was always 
interested in so many things and so available and I said I m not sure that I 
really want my life to turn into something like that I don t know if I said 
something but I don t really know if I want to channel my life that way and 
also I m not sure that I want to take positions that my neighbors are going to 
disagree with and 111 have to get along with them in the neighborhood Then 
we were talking about what are the rewards you get for doing those things 
with your life and Betty said Marilyn maybe the best you can do is keep 
bad things from happening And so that was an interesting observation to 
take off on Ann was more Of course you ve got to run and so 
This is Ann Nielsen 9 

Yes who later was my deputy and ran my campaign So those are the three 
milestones I remember m terms of my decision making for miming for city 
council I m sure I talked to my husband about it my family But Jim always 
liked campaigns and he liked the idea of my running for city council 
[Laughter] 

I was going to ask about how your family felt about it 

Yeah they were very supportive of my running and I After I decided to 

run Ann Nielsen who had run Pat s campaigns for city council—it was a 
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whole new world to her when she did that—but she And Kay agreed to 
be my campaign manager And my friend Ann Shaw decided to run and so 
we decided rather than run separate campaigns because we both had league 
people and the same supporters she s a friend of Kay s that we d combine our 
effort and have one campaign for the two of us So we decided to run it sort 
of professionally where we had a headquarters rather than doing it out of 
Kays house We got a place a little office donated or something for a very 
minimal amount of money And we hired two women in the community who 
had just started doing public relations They were going to do it on a 
professional basis and so even though Kay was good at writing up and all 
that we thought that it d be great to hire Gloria [Bourne] and Barbara 
[Kirback] and that would free Kay of having to come up with the 
publications And so they did all that They edited my letter and the ballot 
pamphlet and just really were And that meant Aim and I had to raise 

some money so we raised about $5 000 to pay for the mailings 

YATES And how did you raise the money 7 

RYAN From friends And it was the first time I d done that had to raise money for 
myself And at first it was difficult I was thinking about raising money and 
then it occurred to me that they really weren t doing it for me personally that 
I was asking people who really wanted me to be on the city council to help 


me with the cost of it So it was really helping me to get elected and I was 
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able to sort of go to friends I went to Fred Hesse and different people I had 
worked with m the community whom I thought wanted me to win Ann 
[Shaw] did the same It worked out We raised the money I think we 
probably raised more than anybody else but then nobody else did what we 
did I mean they didn t hire somebody to do the publication Anyway it was 
a minimal amount of money But it was also I felt myself that as the two 
women candidates I sort of wanted it to be professional I wanted to have 
what we were doing seem to be not out of the kitchen or whatever but a 
professionally done campaign And we had a lot of volunteers Ann and I 
we were going to do separate coffees so we could do more but we ended up 
doing them together We did seventy coffees m the campaign 
Now explain the timing of when you decided to run 

Well let s see the decision I made The conversation I had with Kay was 
m December and the election was in August 
Oh OK so you had a little bit of time 

The date for the election had not been set yet but it was a matter of we knew 
it was going to happen 

Now I want to make sure I have this straight So on election day m August 
you have both the incorporation 
Yes or no on incorporating the city 
And then you have the city council 
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RYAN Then vote for five out of twenty four candidates 

YATES But if the incorporation doesn t happen then you ve run for naught right 9 
RYAN Yes In fact I have a friend in Danville who did that They ran for the city 
council and the issue was defeated They eventually voted again and she got 
elected but 

YATES But it s sort of interesting to me to think that I mean I can understand 

why you would have an election at the same time because you wouldn t want 
to have an election have incorporation and then have to go through the 
whole process of setting up an election to get city council members But at 
the same time it seems like its sort of an unusual set of circumstances 
RYAN It is And it also is because the day after the election you wake up and say 
Oh my goodness we ve got a city Now what do we do 9 And 
fortunately When I mentioned earlier about John McFaden and the advice 
we got from Glenn Watson who is still a city attorney We talked to 
Glenn about advice We had our steering committee Fred and one 
of Oh a man who was general counsel for Santa Fe Railroad and another 
guy on the school board who was an attorney for Gibson Dunn and Crutcher 
two really top notch attorneys who were sort of volunteer attorneys And we 
asked them to recommend an attorney who would be helpful to us m the 
incorporation and they put their heads together and they recommended Glenn 
Watson and his firm The most recent incorporation had been in Cemtos I 
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believe it was and they had had to go to the supreme court on that and 
invalidate one of the members of LAFCO from Long Beach Anyway so 
they were very experienced So anyway Glenn met with us and he suggested 
that [James] Jim Herbert help us Jim lived in Rolling Hills and so Jim 
became part of the steenng committee as well as our attorney And 
sometimes the meter was running and sometimes it wasn t Wed always sort 
of be joking about that And he also was a city attorney brilliant guy Ended 
up doing a bar review You know setting up a bar review course that was 
very well received Anyway after we got the city then that next day Jim 
spent the day with us and he helped us get through the legal steps that we 
needed and so it worked out very nicely for us because he had some 
knowledge of us and what we needed to do 
Beforehand 

The whole thing and all the beforehand And so he ended 
up With the initial incorporation the night we formed and all 
the laws and all that stuff we had to adopt but then after that another 
attorney in their firm became our attorney 

Let me ask you one more question about the campaign I was wondering what 
did you learn from that campaign 9 

Well I think 1 learned about organization Ann and I brought different support 
groups to the campaign and I think that it taught me that you have to have a 



Ill 


vanety You can t depend on just one group to support you You have to 
have—someone else told me this later—several groups I mean the social 
groups the sports groups the whatever The school people 

YATES The business community 

RYAN And so Ann had golf and I had tennis I used to play tennis and so I had my 
tennis friends I lived on the east side of the hills she lived down near the 
ocean We both had the PTA [Parent Teacher Association] in that area She 
had the soccer I had the Girl Scouts We just had Oh and Kay who was 
our manager lived up on the top of the hill and her husband Paul had been 
president of Little League Their kids went to Catholic school and so she had 
that whole group And so we had soccer and Little League the presidents of 
Little League the homeowners associations from The presidents from 
those different groups So what I learned was to have To spread out 
your Try to find people m different neighborhoods and we used probably 
the different schools in terms of who do we know on the PTA at that 
elementary school And then all of our friends that we As I said we had 
seventy coffees and so it was a massive effort We went door to door So did 
everybody else It was really We bumped into each other going door to 
door [Laughter] 

YATES I was gomg to say with twenty four candidates I would think you d run into 


each other 
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RYAN We had several candidates meetings 

YATES And how did that work with that many candidates? 

RYAN Oh it was interesting [Laughter] Five minutes a piece or something like that 
Of course there was major interest because all these people had signed a 
petition and been involved and they We had coffees and all that During 
the incorporation effort people had given money so candidates meetings were 
standing room only 

And I can remember the first meeting I went to Cindy my older daughter 
has diabetes and she had gone to a camp for diabetic kids and they were due 
back at Children s Hospital [Los Angeles] at noon or two o clock or something 
and that s in Hollywood So I had driven up to pick her up and when I got 
home fixed dinner and we were to leave at six o clock or something I was 
supposed to be at the candidates meeting at six thirty or seven I think it was 
going to start at seven thirty but we were supposed to be there early I lived m 
a different zip code from everybody else and I didn t get this mailing that they 
wanted biographical information so they could just read it off and each person 
wouldn t have to say it And so they d sent me the form but there hadn t been 
time for me to mail it in We were about halfway to the meeting when I 
realized I d forgotten the form with the biographical information on it and we 
had to turn around and go back and get it Jim was driving me I burst into 


tears I mean I d had this day 
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YATES Right you were exhausted probably 

RYAN I was exhausted Here I am trying to focus on what 1 m going to say at the 

candidates meeting Oh I know plus I d also been rehearsing what I was 
going to say and so I d given my spiel to Jim and he tore into it told me to 
rearrange all these things So all this stuff had happened to me m the last three 
hours and the last straw was that I forgot that and I burst into tears and I said 
I just can t do everything* And Jim says You don t have to He said 
We 11 help you Marilyn You can t be superwoman And in fact in that 
book In the Running by Ruth Mandel we cite that incident because it was a 
very important part of that and then going to the candidates meeting And 
Jim was a big help to me in that he s very competitive or he was then and he 
told He s in the back of the room making faces so 111 smile instead of 
looking grim I gave my answers and my spiel and later afterwards he 
critiqued it and in a way that was helpful because I said that I had been on 
the steering committee of SOC and blah blah blah blah president of the 
League of Women Voters and the things I d done Well there were two other 
women running one who had been president of AUW [American Association 
of University Women] and the Republican Women s Club very qualified 
candidate Dorian Dunlavey Very competitive and she extolled her activities 
Well I was the membership chairman of SOC " and she made it sound like 
she d done more than I had And so Jim said You ve got to personalize it 
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Marilyn Say Well we had the meetings in our living room and discussed X 
and make it sound as if So anyway he sort of taught me how to make the 
setting differently so that it would be You know the story a little bit 
different And so that was helpful in terms of the presentation that I made at 
candidates meetings 

YATES That s interesting 

RYAN So in addition to reminding me to smile and helping me And when Kay 
was When we decided to do organize the campaign it was her idea that 
we should be the first to file and get the first publicity in the paper And so she 
had figured out when the zone edition of the [Los Angeles] Tunes —that was 
the one we weie trying to get—would come out and so Anyway we went 

downtown we filed our papers and we took a press release immediately to the 
paper with the pictures and got the whole thing She d put it together This 
was maybe before we even hired Barbara Maybe they did it I don t know but 
the idea was to get it in and it worked So it came out in the front page of the 
zone edition Ryan and Shaw first to file and I got a phone call from Donan 
Dunlavey who was the other woman running who said You are not the first 
to file [Laughter] I filed before you did And so she wanted us to retract 
the story and all this stuff And I m standing there on the telephone and I m 
trying to be nice and my husband s coaching me in the background Don t 
give in Don t say this [Laughter] So he was always He and Ann 
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Nielsen smelled the assassins They were always looking out and I was sort of 
the nice person And as a candidate you need that You need somebody who s 
going to be always looking out looking for bad things to happen to you so 
you don t have to worry about it You can just be 
Sounds like you had quite an incredible network of supporters 
Oh yeah I did 

I mean obviously you knew what you were doing too but 

Well and my friends from the league and as I say tennis and SOC and Ann 

did as well so One of the ironies of the election was that there was 

another candidate [Robert E ] Bob Ryan who was running 

Oh right with your same last name 

And inevitably Bob would make Bob was good at He s Irish and he 
loved to make jokes so he would think of something smart to say about us at 
candidates meetings and I never knew what it was going to be such as 
Marilyn was my first wife and then I decided to divorce her when she decided 
to run for city council Or something like that [Laughter] And years later I 
think even after I left office some people still thought that he and I were 
husband and wife not just because of him saying that but by having two 
Ryans 

Right the same last name 

But it certainly affected the vote in some ways I think Ann came m I think 
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seventh She and Dorian were like seventh and eighth And I came in 
considerably ahead of I think Gunther was second [Gunther W ] Burek 
But I got 50 percent more votes than Gunther 

YATES I know you were the leader in the votes 

RYAN So thanks to Kay And that s also m terms of campaigning was that 
because I had Kay running everything I didn t have to worry about the 
volunteers 

YATES They did all that? 

RYAN They got all the volunteers they organized all the coffees All Ann and I did 
was dress up m the morning and go where we were told to go and make a 
presentation But we didn t have to worry about thank yous or any of that 
stuff 

YATES The events were organized 

RYAN Organized And so you know m some ways I think that s good training for an 
elected official too is that you can t do everything yourself and it s so 
important to have good staff support in order to achieve things and you have to 
do it in a campaign as well 

YATES I know once you were elected—and the story about your becoming mayor 
[who] is voted by the city council members And I think it was from the 
[Rancho Palos Verdes ] 25th Anniversary [video]tape that Francis [David] Ruth 
said he didn t support you at the time And I think maybe there was one other 
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person too who made a statement that if you became mayor then you d 
always be treated The issue wouldn t come up again about gender 

RYAN Yes 

YATES You were the only woman on the city council 

RYAN Right 

YATES And I was wondering is that really what happened 9 I mean did they really 
treat you equally 9 

RYAN I think they did and I really felt that running for mayor experience and 

prevailing was so essential for my success as a leader because if someone else 
had been able to knock me out and become mayor who didn t get the most 
votes can you imagine how they would have treated me on the council 9 I 
mean I would have been treated like half a vote So I was able to prevail there 
and then it turned out Bob was very supportive of me and Dave 
became Francis David 

YATES Oh he goes by David 9 

RYAN Francis David or Cisco Dave is what I usually refer to him as 

YATES OK OK 

RYAN Became one of my strongest supporters And in fact because of the two of 
them I was re elected mayor twice 

YATES Subsequently 

RYAN Yeah after that It never occurred to me until years later what it would have 
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been like not to have been the mayor because I was able to chair the meetings 
I was able to set a tone for the way in which we discussed things and made 
decisions that I don t think anyone else would have And m fact at the twenty 
fifth anniversary Dorian Dunlavey came up to me and I hadn t seen her for 
years and years and we d never been particularly good friends and she said 
Marilyn we re so fortunate that you were the first mayor She said If one 
of those men had been mayor instead of you we would not have had the 
success we did in the beginning of the city' And she couldn t say enough 
good things about me which I thought was really generous of her to say And 
I hate to be that self aggrandizing but I do think that it is possible for the 
mayor to set a tone and to do these things In general law cities they choose 
the mayor Every year the council is reorganized and most of them make 
an agreement to rotate the mayorship which I feel weakens the ability of 
someone to exert any leadership or 
YATES You mean if you rotated every single year 9 

RYAN Yes And so all you have is the title and you chair the meetings but 
YATES It doesn t mean anything 

RYAN I ve watched local governments in the peninsula on cable when I was living 
there the last five years and I would just get a stomach ache because the 
meetings were so poorly run And part of that may be too because of chairing 
committees in Sacramento and learning how to but I was fortunate 
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because—and I think I mentioned in the beginning—I learned parliamentary 
procedure in high school And I had worked with Pat on agendas in the league 
and trying to make sure that people made their points but also make sure that 
the meeting moved along and that when it was time to make a decision call for 
a vote and move on I mean you d sense well there are three votes you can 
only talk about it so long You know you ve all made your point It s time for 
a vote Bob [Ryan] would be sort of outrageous We had one meeting on 
some hot issue I mean you would be surprised at the hot issues Anyway I 
can t remember what the issue was but there were all these people there and 
people waiting to speak and of course people are very emotional when they 
come to a city council meeting You don t normally go to a council meeting 
unless you re angry or all worked up 

YATES Right 

RYAN So he was up there going on and on and he said something which made me 
smile and it reminded me of something that Gunther had said or 
someone You know it just hit me and I smiled and he said Madam 
Mayor this is not a funny matter And Bob pipes up and said The mayor 
can smile whenever she wants to I thought they were going to get into a 
fight and so I said Sit down Bob 

Another time on the council—and I can t remember the issue it was 


another hot issue—I remember Bob disagreed with me on it and he accused me 
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of being like the Board of Supervisors or that position was like being a 
member of the Board of Supervisors Anyway he questioned my motives for 
my vote and I put him down for doing it and I said It s out of order to 
question my motives You can question my vote but I don t want you to 
question my motives And I did that in public and I think that you have to do 
some of those things when you chair meetings and when you try to exert 
leadership And Bob didn t do it again so 

YATES So it sounds like you developed some techniques 

RYAN I did for working with members of the council There were times when we 
Even at a workshop I remember Gunther just would not give in on a point 
and all the rest of us It was like 4 to 1 and he acted like he had a veto I 
finally said You know Gunther we ve just got to move off this issue We ve 
got to call for vote because 

YATES I take it this experience differed from maybe your previous experiences 9 Im 
thinking what it s like to be a public official versus m an organization like the 
league or SOC 

RYAN Well I think so I think chairing m a public forum That s true although it 
didn t bother me as much I think I must say when I came home I looked in the 
mirror after I was elected or the next morning I looked in the mirror I said 
What does a mayor do 9 [Laughter] And I thought 'Well I know more than 
the rest of them do I m not going to worry about that because they don t know 
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either and so I 

YATES You re all at that learning stage 

RYAN None of us has been a mayor But I also felt that I d been in a position and I d 
also observed public meetings Also I think that from having observed the 
process was important to me and for the people in the audience to try to 
understand the process which has always been It was all the time I was 
elected important to me so that other people didn t think about those things I 
don t think about what their role is as members of the audience 

YATES Well I know this is jumping over a lot of things not really getting into detail 
about when you were mayor but I m wondering now about the election in 1976 
when you ve been mayor and served I guess two terms at that point right 
already 9 

RYAN Well you re talking about 

YATES On the city council 9 

RYAN my decision to run for the [California State] Assembly and re election 

YATES Right 

RYAN Well in 1975 it became evident that there was going to be an opening for 

congress [Alphonzo] A1 Bell had been our congressman and he decided not to 
run for re election And he had contacted [Robert G ] Bob Beverly who was 
our assemblyman and suggested that he run for Congress and that I should 
He contacted my office thinking I should run for the assembly seat 
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Beverly s office contacted you 7 
No Bell 
Bell s office 

The congressman s office And then a woman named Cathy O Neill had run 
for the state senate seat in our area two years earlier and knew our district and 
I ran mto her at a political function of some kind and she just went on and on 
about how that was my assembly seat and I should run for that seat because it s 
perfect for me I gained so much prominence by being the first mayor 
everything that we did was news and was in the paper and I was well known 
on the peninsula but also in the neighboring communities somewhat Sold 
gotten these urgmgs from people Well Bob Beverly didn t make up his mind 
about running for Congress and so [Robert S ] Bob Stevens who d been the 
state senator decided not to run for re election And that was at Christmas 
time 75 I remember that And Bob announced that he was not going to run 
for re election Bob would run for senate and there would be 
Bob Beverly you re talking about 7 

Yeah and there would be an open assembly seat Now I guess that before that 
happened before we knew that there would be an open seat and before Bob 
announced I had met with Ann Nielsen and talked to her about the possibility 
of running for the assembly and she said Her suggestion was that I should 
make a list of people to call and call them and tell them that you know that 
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Bob If Bob decides not to run for re election Im considering running for 

the assembly Do you have any advice for me 9 and then just listen to what 
they say And some people will say Oh good I think that s a great idea 
Marilyn I d be happy to help you ' and others will tell you the problems or 
whatever but then make a list of them and then keep adding to the list so you 
always have twenty five or thirty people to call on your list and you just keep 
going down your list and calling calling calling Which was wonderful 
advice because And I tried to tell people I was going to run for office but 
that s the most important thing you do just keep your list there and keep 
calling people all the time and asking them for their advice which of course 
is non threatening to anyone 

YATES Right 

RYAN It s sort of nice So that was very good advice from Ann So I can t remember 
when I started those calls but I think it was Well it was before Bob 
announced he was going to run for the senate so it must have been that fall 
And so then at some point I had to make a decision as to whether I should 
run for re election to the city council My seat on the city council was up in 
March All of our seats were up in March and the primary for the assembly 
was the first week of June so they were fairly close together At some point 
probably after the first of the year we hired a guy named Bob Gouty for public 
relations advice and we had all these strategy meetings and things and one of 
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them was whether I should run for both We all decided that I had to that 
having the platform on the city council was an important part of my campaign 
and also the idea that if I lost the assembly election I d still be on the city 
council And so that was the public position I took I told people that I was 
urged by friends to run for both because if I lost the assembly seat they still 
wanted me on the city council so that seemed to work OK I didn t feel that it 
was the bad thing to do but anyway we were trying So Ann ended up 
resigning from Pat s staff and coming to work for me full time on running my 
campaign 

YATES For the assembly 9 
RYAN For the assembly 

YATES Now let me just back up a second What do you think really convinced you to 
run for the assembly 9 What was the sort of final thing that convinced you 9 
RYAN Well the final thing was when Bob decided not to run but I mean up until 
that time the idea of running You know I had some time to think about 
running for the assembly I mentioned I had that tape done I had a 
documentary done by KNBC—that was that October I think it was before I 
really I was talking about running at that time I can t remember the exact 
time sequence Will Ms Smith Go to Washington I had been working with 
the [California] Elected Womens Association and with other elected women 
The idea of running for higher office sounded do able and I felt comfortable 
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with state issues from my expenence in the league I would not have felt 
comfortable running for Congress for many reasons I was not comfortable 
with the federal issues I mean I probably knew as much as anybody but I just 
didn t feel That had never really been my area in the league 

I d also had sort of a personal experience—I don t know whether to go into 
it or not—between my husband and me And we considered getting a 
divorce—I considered it—in September I guess and then I had a long talk 
with a friend and she said You know Marilyn you have a chance to go to the 
assembly I was planning the campaign and all those things and I thought I 
just can t do all this and have a marital problem And then I finally decided 
that I could so I 

YATES That you could go ahead with the 

RYAN That getting elected to the assembly was more important to me than anything 
else Aid I told my husband that that I was going to run for the assembly but 
it certainly affected our peisonal relationship after that 

YATES Well I was wondering 

RYAN Of our marriage 

YATES what role your family—your children too— what pressure you felt or 

didn t feel about having a family and 

RYAN Well when I was on the city council other than the fact I was busy when I was 
mayor they werent that involved in the political activities or anything 
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YATES But I mean you re also physically here You re located here whereas 
RYAN Right right And everything I was doing had to do with their lives in a sense 
It was funny because one day they go back to school in high school and their 
mother is the mayor [Laughter] 

YATES I was wondering how because 

RYAN They d just been Cindy Ryan before and no one knew who they were 

YATES Well I was just wondering what if anything played a role in thinking about 

running for the assembly knowing if you won you d now be in Sacramento part 
of the time 9 

RYAN Well I think it was acceptable in a way because when I ran for the 

assembly Let s see how old were the girls 9 I was thinking seventeen and 
nineteen but they were Yeah they were seventeen and nineteen 
YATES So they were older 9 

RYAN I was thinking they were both still at home but Cindy was going to [Los 
Angeles] Harbor [College] and Stephanie was a senior in high school 
YATES So they were older 9 

RYAN Yeah So I didn t worry too much about them 
YATES OK 

RYAN And then Jim was assistant principal at one of the high schools so he was in 
the neighborhood as well He was willing to live with that arrangement so I 
never felt that they were being abandoned and from the time I And they 
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were involved in my campaign Cindy was I guess she was eighteen going on 
nineteen She walked some precincts with me and she represented me once at 
a candidates meeting for the high school I had to come late 
That s quite an experience 

She was in community college There was a big candidates meeting It wasn t 
just the two for the assembly but it also included Congress and stuff [Robert 
K ] Bob Doman It started an hour before I could get there and I had another 
coffee scheduling conflict and so I asked Cindy if she would just read about 
me read my speech or whatever whatever it is And that if they asked her 
any questions say My mother will be here in a little while to answer that I 
don t think they 11 get around to asking you any questions but if they do and 
there s something you can t answer then say My mother will be here shortly 
And so afterwards the principal I think of the high school said to me Marilyn 
you should let Cindy go to all your candidates meetings [Laughter] She s a 
very outgoing kind of person in a way I don t think she is inside but her 
appearance outside and on the phone And she would go down and phone and 
there would be this room of telephones—they d tell me about this—and she d 
be We had her say I m Cindy Ryan I m Manlyn Ryan s daughter and 
I m calling you whatever and she d hang up She d say Yay 1 She said 


she s going to vote for my mother [Laughter] And so she sort of perked up 
the whole room of phone callers because she had such a positive attitude 
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Stephanie was not very interested in doing that She would put up signs or do 
some things like that but meeting people was not really what she was 
interested in that 

YATES Hold on one second 

[End Tape 3 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side A] 

YATES OK go ahead We were talking about You had started to talk about your 
campaign 

RYAN Yeah the difference Well before 

YATES Well for the record because I said this off tape I was saying that I wanted to 
find out what the differences were between running for the assembly at least 
in this first campaign to what your experiences had been previously at the 
local level running 7 

RYAN Well it took more people and money and all of that to run in a larger distnct 
but I think m many ways we did the same the thing Aim would say a 
campaign is orgamzation money and getting our message out either a 
mailing or whatever you do to get your message out and so we had to recruit 
volunteers I had to find support groups m areas that were new to me 
Fortunately my friend Katy [Geissert] was on the city council in Torrance I 
asked her No I told her I was going to run for the assembly one night we 
were coming home from the meeting and she told me why I wasn t qualified to 
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go into the assembly [Laughter] that I hadn t been in a real city like Torrance 
with a transportation system and all these things I d only been in this plain 
little city of Rancho Palos Verdes with contracts and stuff So I didn t say 
anything I just listened and then later she became one of my top supporters in 
the whole campaign She introduced me to her whole support group in 
Torrance which went back to 1954 She d been very active and she was the 
first woman elected to the city council in Torrance later mayor Had run a 
campaign for the mayor preceding her run the school bond election run the 
parks and recreation bond election run the library election The central 
library s named after her 

Well you know that reminds me before I ask you a few more questions about 
the campaign itself describe the district in terms of And for the record it s 
the Fifty first Assembly District 
Right it was the Fifty first 

Because you just mentioned how there were new elements to it that obviously 
being at the local [level] or with the city you ve now got different 
constituencies different The geographic area and all that And I was 
wondering if you could just briefly describe that and the economics of it too 
you know like what the potential constituents were like m that district 7 The 
demographics is what I m trying to say 

Well I guess the first thing I should point out about the campaign was it 
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had The only people could vote for me were Republicans and all of a 
sudden someone s registration became very important to me I studied 
registration lists all the time to see if this person was a Republican 
Fortunately at that time about two thirds of the people in Palos Verdes 
Peninsula the four cities were Republican 

YATES So you already had that? 

RYAN And so that was very helpful So you know two out of three people that you 
know should be Republican In Torrance I represented the western half of 
Torrance which was the more affluent part of the distnct Katy was a 
Republican however her support group was bipartisan I mean they re from 
both parties and so I had support from Republicans as well as Democrats but I 
had to keep looking for more Republicans m Torrance Redondo Beach was 
also m the district a city with a higher Democratic registration and about 
50 000 60 000 people a fairly good size community I never did really get 
into that community well Then there was Hermosa Beach which was 
Democratic in registration 

YATES The distnct I think when I was reading about it was just barely It was 
fairly close right in registration of Democrats and Republicans? 

RYAN It was considered a safe Republican distnct 

YATES OK 

RYAN And so at that time I mean you had to have A Democratic distnct had to 
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have like 55 percent or something Democrats and so it was considered 
Republican Manhattan Beach was Republican and El Segundo was Democrat 
but they were sort of conservative Democrats Manhattan Beach became a 
very important area to organize and then we tried to just I mean I got a 
good support group going there and in Torrance In El Segundo and Hermosa 
and Redondo I simply got We got some individuals who d give coffees 
and things like that but I really was never able to put together a viable support 
group And of course the peninsula I had easily organized Ann was helping 
me organize Manhattan Beach She knew some people who worked with Pat 
on the airport a woman who was in public relations at the airport and I got a 
good support group going there and in fact did very well My 
opponents OK the district Manhattan Beach and the peninsula were the 
more affluent parts of the district Manhattan Beach wasn t like it is today but 
it was still really And a lot of renters in Hermosa Beach probably in 

Redondo as well but Hermosa particularly And so it was mainly the 
peninsula Torrance and Manhattan Beach that were the And I think we 
tried to get somebody from each of those communities on the steering 
committee We had a steering committee that met every week I didn t go I 
mean I really let Ann run the campaign and they had meetings at seven 
o clock m the morning and I think she really wanted to control the steering 
committee anyway instead of having me control the steering committee 



132 


YATES So you think that s why they were meeting that early 7 
RYAN Well there were some people who had jobs and things and they had to go to 
work and they came m and had breakfast I heard all these reports about the 
steering committee They became their own body and they bonded and helped 
me and all that but I think they kind of had And they exchanged rumors 

and stuff And then we had this crazy guy Bob Gouty who did the public 
relations and we had chosen him because he And he was known as a 
conservative Republican and I of course was viewed as a liberal Republican 
and everyone was shocked that he was doing my public relations and 
so We felt though that it was good that he was because he would be trying 
to make me look more conservative than I was and you need to do that m a 
Republican primary 

I had tough opposition The man who came in second Jerry Hilby was 
really a member of the Republican establishment I d never belonged to 
Republican clubs or anything I d always voted and registered Republican but 
I was never active but he was Plus he d been on the planning commission m 
Manhattan Beach and he was on the [El Camino] Community College 
[District] Board [of Trustees] He was an attorney in Torrance and he was a 
friend of Bob Beverly s family and so he was sort of the darling of 
Republicans The guy who came in third was a man named Spencer Douglass 
who was a bail bondsman and nobody had ever known him or heard of him 
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before He claimed to be the most conservative candidate He spent $80 000 
of his own money 

YATES That sounds like a lot of money for then 

RYAN The rest of us spent [$]40[ 000] Douglass had billboards and everything He 
came in third And the guy who came in fourth was a man named Allan 
Hoffenblum whom you may He s still around 
YATES I saw his name recently No Oh maybe I didn t 
RYAN He s an expert on campaigns And he decided to be a candidate 
YATES He d been a staffer right up at the assembly 9 

RYAN Yes for the minority caucus the Republican Caucus He had worked for Bob 
Beverly and Bob had been the chairman of the caucus 
YATES It s interesting that there all these connections to Bob Beverly 
RYAN Oh it was fascinating Plus Jerry I mean Allan and Jerry both lived in 
Manhattan Beach so that made it even more difficult—not more difficult but 
more of a challenge—to organize a support group in Manhattan Beach where 
they both had Well a woman named Joan Dontanville had been mayor of 
Manhattan Beach and [we] had become friends going to meetings of the 
League of [California] Cities and things I asked her to support me and she 
said she had to support Jerry Another friend of mine m fact ended up 
becoming a stiong supporter of Jerry She was on the on the school board in 
Palos Verdes and I called her and she said Oh well he knows more about 
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schools than you do Marilyn I said All I ve done for the schools as mayor 
and you re not going to support me 7 Ugh 
YATES Right Well you know your mentioning Hold on a second 
[Interruption] 

You know your mentiomng about Spencer Douglass and his position that he s 
the conservative Republican and I m wondering I m thinking it s 1976 So 
Watergate has happened a couple of years prior to that but I would imagine 
that s still in peoples memory And I m just wondering what the atmosphere 
was like in terms of if you weie considered a moderate or liberal Republican 
versus a conservative Republican 7 Or what does it mean to be a Republican 7 
RYAN Well it was interesting that you should say that because Well I forgot 
there was a fifth candidate but he never really Well the four of us really 
ran a strong campaign He didn t raise the money The rest of us all spent 
$40 000 except for Spencer Douglass who spent [$]80[ 000] and we all put 
some of our own money into it I found that out later after we filed the 
records A councilman from El Segundo [Gordon T Stephens] ran and he was 
Mormon It was interesting because choice was sort of an issue but not As I 
say this I mention Cathy O'Neill When Cathy ran for the state senate I guess 
that was four years earlier I thought it was two but I guess it was four Well 
she ran for secretary of state then That was in 74 Anyway she was Catholic 
and she was pro choice and the Catholic churches on the Sunday before the 
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election handed out leaflets about her attacking her position on abortion and so 
I think they did that again I think they handed out something about people 
who are pro abortion or something even when I ran because I had some 
friends who said they were at their church and they picked them up and threw 
them away I never saw them but the point that I was going to make was that 
all four of us were pro choice 
YATES Oh really 9 

RYAN So it was never an issue [Laughter] in terms of having to explain your position 
It was just sort of like you just checked it off when they asked you a question 
and so that made it easier Jerry Hilby was a clone of Bob Beverly probably I 
would probably be a little more liberal than he was however he was a 
moderate Republican Spencer was you know as I said claimed to be the 
conservative and he was really I guess Allan I m not sure to this day where to 
put him He was sort of like a staff person right and just attacking everybody 
I think that he would have been moderate if he d been elected but many of the 
things he s done have made him seem more conservative to me partly because 
he ran the campaign for [Gerald N ] Jerry Felando that defeated me 
YATES Right 

RYAN and how they attacked me as being too liberal And so I m not sure where 
Allan s political feelings are So I don t think that was really an issue although 
there were people [Joseph] Joe Barnett who was the mayor of Palos 
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Verdes Estates and a friend I called him and he said Oh Marilyn you re just 
too liberal for me Im going to support Spencer Douglass Well later 
Spencer Douglass left town after the election moved to San Diego or some 
place and we never heard of him again and the friends of mine who had 
supported him were rather embarrassed Joe said later 111 never endorse 
anyone Then finally he endorsed me in my future elections but it had 
been It was interesting 

I had to find a chairman of my campaign and it was very high one 
the And I had made friends with a man named John Trethaway during my 
city council days He had a problem in the city and he was outrageous He 
was an outrageous person Well it turns out he was Hugh Flournoy s his best 
friend and when Hugh ran for governor in 74 John had taken off six months 
to work full time and he had negotiated the debates they had with a guy 
named [Stephen] Steve Rhemhart who represented [Edmund G ] Jerry 
Brown [Jr ] and stuff and was very involved So I was getting advice from him 
about my campaign and Flournoy had recently moved to Palos Verdes 
Estates I hadn t met him John told me that he d get Hugh to support me 
endorse me and so then Ann said Ask John if he thinks Hugh would be your 
chairman*? Of course it s interesting I mean if you're going to endorse 
someone So John said OK So we asked Hugh if he d chair my campaign 


Wed never met [Laughter] 
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I was going to say so 

And so he said yes and so that was a value to me in many ways because I had 
always had a high regard for Hugh in his public position I was disappointed 
when he lost the gubernatorial campaign Sol was really very proud to have 
him as the chairman of my campaign and be prominent And he was always 
prominent in my campaign while he lived there He moved back to 
Sacramento I think before I did Anyway he was helpful He had my picture 
taken Although I hate to say some of these things but my fund 
raiser Well that campaign was crazy because See Bob didn t decide 
he was going to run for the assembly until it was so late that 
You mean for the senate 9 

I mean for the senate That no one person declared for Congress so the 
congressional race had two really good candidates a guy named [Michael] 
Mike Donaldson and a man named [Joseph ] Joe Blatchford And Bob Doman 
came in at the last minute and Blatchford and Donaldson split the vote 
Doman got [ ] Reed the guy in Virginia the mail king Campaigned by 
mail Anyway he at the last minute flooded the district with mailings and that 
was his whole That was all he campaigned on Won the nomination 
Now some of my friends He ran against a guy named Gary Familian in 

the general and Gary was a Westside wealthy guy And my fnend John 
Trethaway wouidnt support Doman And he said We can get nd of Familian 
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by running a better Republican the next time Once we get Doman m we 11 
never get rid of him [Laughter] I think he finally ran for the senate or 
something So anyway he won So we had these wild candidates meetings 
With Doman you never knew what he was going to say 
YATES Well you know you mentioned abortion which I hadnt thought about as a 
potential issue but I saw of course in some of the newspaper clippings a lot 
of discussion revolving around property tax reform and I was wondering how 
much that came up as an issue during 
RYAN Not much m 76 
YATES OK 
RYAN I think that 

YATES So if it did it wasn t anything in depth'? Because I thought I saw a few things 
about it 

RYAN Well I don t think that the It was just the beginning of the escalation of 

property tax increases along the coastal communities It seemed to me that m 
my campaigning I was talking more about cost of Some of the county 
services should be borne by the state rather than the property taxpayer like 
welfare costs and things like that People in the county of Los Angeles 
shouldn t have to pay that whole thing And so it was kind of It was 
mainly m terms of I talked about it in that sense I can t remember too 
much I guess it was No I shouldn t say that because two years earlier when 
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Reagan was still governor he had had a property tax thing 
YATES Right 

RYAN And I d opposed it I think 
YATES That's Prop[osition] l 1 I think 
RYAN Prop lor Prop lAorAl 
YATES Yes something like that 

RYAN And I had opposed that mainly because of it s impact on local government 
which has always been my reason for the proposals that were made Well I 
bring that up because the last mailing that Jerry Hilby did had my name on the 
front Some of my friends said I thought that was one of your mailings 
And it was attacking me for my position on that Reagan tax proposal saying 
that I had cost the taxpayers $12 billion dollars or some crazy amount of 
money by opposing that My friend Eleanor Curry a school board member 
who had said she couldn t support me and her name was I think on the mailing 
with his endorsements was in the hospital when it went out She called him 
when she got home She was so angry because she d opposed it too because 
the school board people had opposed it and she was so angry that her name 
was on this mailing attacking me for my position on that So with that I guess 
that property tax was It certainly wasn t the same issue it was m 1978 or 
77 but it was beginning to be an issue 


1 Proposition 1 (November 1973) tax and expenditure limitations 
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Of course we know you won the primary And what difference not what 
difference but what do you think made the difference in your winning the 
primary versus the other candidates 9 

I think it helped me to be a woman because I stood out You know what Im 
saying is that there are four men and a woman candidate so I think that that 
gave me a little bit extra attention People would wonder what she stands for 
I realized later that m a Republican primary you get all the more conservative 
votes I never did get them I don t think but evidently there were enough 
moderate voters 

Oh I know one thing that helped me OK Jerry Hilby ran first m every 
other city except the peninsula He ran first m Redondo Hermosa Manhattan 
and Torrance And I ran second every place except I ran first on the peninsula 
But Allan Hoffenblum ran second on the peninsula and Hilby ran fourth 
I see so that made the difference 9 

So Allan Hoffenblum claimed He called me the day after the election to 
tell me remind me that because he was in the race and 
That he had helped you 9 

That he had really taken me on m the peninsula and so what helped me get 
elected was that Hilby was not able to penetrate the peninsula Now it was 
also I mean it was interesting because we had the top PR guys in the 
Republican party Hilby had a guy name Joe Shumate and Ron Smith and 
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Spencer Douglass hired a guy named Jan [ ]—I forget his last name—from 
San Diego who was highly thought of in the Republican party And then of 
course Allan Hoffenblum was one of the top PR people and he had people 
working for him And then I had Gouty And also I had to learn to raise 
money and I didn t get any help from Sacramento and I didn t even think about 
going there 

YATES You mean from the Republican Caucus? 

RYAN From the caucus or whatever And I just figured I had to raise the money But 
I did find out about PACs [political action committees] and stuff like that and 
of course some of them interview you anyway They contact you 

YATES Oh do they? 

RYAN I went for interviews up the gazoo and 

YATES So they can determine whether they want to support you or not? Is that what 
they re doing? 

RYAN Yes The biggest contribution I got was $5 000 and it came from the 

California State Employees Association And I went to meet with their 
committee I took along my brochure that had a picture of me and Hugh 
Flournoy that said Why Does Hugh Flournoy and then you open it up and it 
says Support Marilyn Ryan?' So I got there and they said Oh we're so 
sorry We supported Jerry Brown instead of Hugh Flournoy [Laughter] 

YATES Oh 
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RYAN We had no idea he d be this way and all these things 
YATES So that made the difference then 7 

RYAN I don t know but I often thought they endorsed me because 

YATES Because of Hugh Flournoy 7 

RYAN Because they thought that they did the wrong thing It was time to help a good 
Republican or something So anyway I got their endorsement 
YATES What about the business community 7 How did that work into the equation 7 
RYAN Well it s interesting because see Palos Verdes doesn t have much of a 
business community Torrance did Torrance [Area] Chamber [of 
Commerce] and they were all with Hilby They never were Plus they 
didn t like women the Torrance Chamber Katie had trouble with them The 
others were small business I had support from TRW because I knew people 
there 

YATES Right 

RYAN We fought over the doctors I tried to get the doctors My finance chairman 
was a doctor an orthopedic surgeon and I had a lot of doctors supporting me 
but I didn t know the political part of it which Allan knew from having 
worked in Sacramento And Allan got $5 000 from the doctors And so I 
raised about $25 000 The $5 000 was a big part of it Fund raiser and then 
mailings And I must have gotten contributions from some other groups but 


I ve forgotten now 
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YATES So you think now that then after the race that you realized you put in how 
much of your own money 9 
RYAN [$] 15[ 000] 

YATES That s a lot of money 

RYAN I know Jim and I had to confront that and he said We went to our savmgs 
account and he said You re entitled to that I mean if you want to spend it on 
going back to school or you want to spend it on whatever you need to do ' 
YATES So it sounds like he was pretty supportive then 9 

RYAN Oh Jim was very supportive of my campaign hi fact I can t fault him for 

anything that he did When I ran for city council he went to coffees with me 
We did it for the assembly I had a friend of Katys who made some ceramic 
mugs and handed them out at a reception he gave us and so everyone liked 
them so well that we decided to use them as sort of a gimmick and we ordered 
them by the case but I ve still got a half a case left We d go to a coffee and 
Jim would take the cups and after I finished my spiel then he d bring out the 
cups and he d ask for a contribution of five dollars per cup and so people 
would Oh yeah So we had Marilyn Ryan cups all over the community 
YATES That sounds like a pretty good tactic 

RYAN Wasn t it 9 So that was sort of fun you know 9 And it was easy for people I 
think it was five dollars or whatever 

And well one of the things that was also different about the campaign was 
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that there was this continual interest in what my husband thought about my 
running 
YATES Oh 

RYAN And so when Jim went to coffees with me—I remember the one m Manhattan 
Beach—the question would probably come up or if it didn t he would even 
address it And he d say Well I want Marilyn I d like to see her as my 
representative in Sacramento He was very supportive and he d always make 
good comments I remember one of the doctors who ended up supporting 
Hoffenblum—I don t think he ever liked me—but we were talking and he said 
What s your husband think about you doing this 9 And I said Well he s 
supporting me to run and he said Well that s a new one send your wife to 
Sacramento [Laughter] So who knows what people thought 9 But when I 
was running for the city council Jim went to coffees too but there wasn t 
quite the same Is it all right with your husband if you run 9 But that was a 
big question in peoples minds I think was how are you going to handle your 
family 9 And of course the girls were grown I don t think that they could 
criticize me but it was certainly curious 

Well now that I think about it I can t remember which campaign it 
was I think it might have been city council Anyway I remember going to 
No it was the assembly I d have coffees with the women during the day and 
then they d want me to come to have another coffee and meet their husbands 
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And it was almost as if they needed some affirmation of their position for me 
by having their husbands meet me too And the men were very supportive 
And I was thinking particularly This is a funny incident that just came to 
mmd There was an attorney in the area—I think they lived in Rolling Hills 
Estates—and Ins wife was very active m schools activities on the peninsula 
And she came to a coffee at a friend s and we talked about education and my 
position on schools She and her husband had had a coffee for Jerry Hilby but 
she d come anyway to meet me Well she was embarrassed because they had 
a coffee for Hilby She told her husband she wanted to give a coffee for me 
[Laughter] because she thought that I was a much superior candidate to Jerry 
Hilby 

Later a funny thing happened Dick [Collins] Her husband was with a 
big law firm m Torrance and after I won the general he wanted me to meet the 
head of his law firm a guy named [James] Jim Barrett And Jim was [Ernest 
W ] Ernie Halm s attorney the shopping center developer The shopping 
center developer of the world Maybe 111 save the Jim Barrett story for later 
but he was telling Political He just wanted to know who And that 
turned out to be true of a lot of attorneys and judges because they want to 
know you so if they re interested in a judicial appointment—if not for 
themselves but for one of their friends—they need all the access they can get 
Years later there was a group of women attorneys that were talking to me 
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about getting judicial appointments I was trying to explain to them that they 
had to get involved in a campaign for a candidate You have to have to know a 
candidate 

YATES That s interesting 

RYAN Make the contributions so that they know your name That s just sort of 

YATES The way it works 9 

RYAN The way it works 

YATES Well maybe just to wrap up with this first campaign is OK you win the 
primary so now I m just wondering between the primary and the general 
election what your competition was like 9 Or how difficult was the campaign 
at that point 9 

RYAN Well it was easy because Well of course once I got the Republican 

nomination I was viewed as a shoo in by everyone because it was m such a 
heavily Republican district My opponent was a man named [Charles J ] Chip 
Post [HI] who was a friend actually He was on the city council m Hermosa 
Beach Nice guy I really always liked him Rather low key an attorney He 
got the endorsement of NOW [National Organization of Women] which really 
annoyed the heck out of me because my positions on women were fine I think 
they really just wanted to support Democrats And of course they were sorry 
later because when I won they didn t have the same access to me that they 
would have had if they had supported me I never really felt I owed NOW 
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anything But at one candidates meeting which as I described before had Bob 
Doman Gary Familian Chip and me Bob Beverly and a guy named [James 
Q ] Jim Wedworth who was just awful He was running for senate 
YATES Oh I ve heard about him He served in the assembly 
RYAN Yeah He s from Hawthorne 
YATES That s quite a group 

RYAN Oh you cant believe what candidates meeting were like [Laughter] It was 
just crazy I don t know if this is the same one but anyway Chip was giving 
Ins position on child care and he was making it sound as if he was the feminist 
candidate and so I chided him for that I came back and I said Chip you re 
an attorney a man They don t need another male Democrat attorney m 
Sacramento [Laughter] Im the feminist candidate Im the woman 
running or whatever Anyway I teased him about it 

But I think it was that same meeting It was m Manhattan Beach 
Packed auditorium again And Doman took on Joan Dontanville this friend 
of mine and Bob Beverly s who I mentioned had been mayor She had 
supported Hilby but then after Hilby lost I called her and she and I became 
friends and she became a strong supporter Anyway he had attacked Joan and 
she was m tears because she was supporting Familian And he had come late 
to the meeting and when he Well he d always make a grand entrance and 


Bob and I d sit there like this because 
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YATES This is Bob Gouty'? 

RYAN Beverly 

YATES Oh Beverly I m sorry 

RYAN Beverly and I got acquainted during that time and we d sit there trying to 

YATES When Doman would come in'? 

RYAN When Doman would come in and upstage everybody—late—and he d say 
Todays also the twentieth anniversary of the most important day of my life 
And so you re thinking what s he going to say*? He got married or whatever 

YATES He d have something 1 ? 

RYAN He flew his first jet airplane or something So the candidates meeting ended 
and we re all just sort of Well after he d attacked Joan Bob said Why 
don t you go over to my house and have a drink"? I said OK because he 
lived in Manhattan Beach right near the candidates meeting And his wife was 
just tembly unhappy with Doman She said I can t vote for him Idont 
think 111 vote unless I don t know It s awfully tough And one of his 
sons was Peace and Freedom [Party] He was there and he said Dad you 
told me you always have to vote for somebody [Laughter] So were all 
agonizing over this because he d treated her so badly Well he d done this to 
someone else And I had said to him It wasn t that night but I think it was 
another candidates meeting He was upset with somebody else and I said 
Bob you ve got enough support that you don t have to worry about the people 
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who are helping Familian you know 9 Why don t you forget that part of your 
campaign and just concentrate on the support you have 9 
YATES What did he say 9 

RYAN I don t know 1 don t think he answered me But I must say that Bob always 
treated me very well during the campaigns and after he was elected I think 
that I had enough support of my own that he was reluctant to attack me I 
remember one time when he was asked about ERA [ Equal Rights Act] 
supporting the equal rights amendment he said We don t need ERA Look at 
Marilyn she got elected without the ERA [Laughter] 

YATES Well Im curious A couple of times 

RYAN They d ask about abortion and he d get on to the Magna Carta I mean he was 
just 

YATES Well I m curious because you just mentioned a couple of times Well you 
used the word feminist and I don t know how you are using it but that s why 
I m asking Did you see yourself as a feminist 9 Did you identify with that 9 
RYAN I have always felt Im a feminist but I don t know what I mean to me I was 
supportive of women s Well I think the mam thing there were the two 

issues at that time the support of the ERA and Pro Choice Those two issues 
were Unquestionably I supported them Oh I forgot There was another 
support group I had made up of young Republican women and they had been 
part of the National Women's Political Caucus 
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YATES Oh OK 

RYAN There was a Republican Women s Task Force that formed out of that group to 
support Republican women and they decided to support me They also 
supported Carol [B ] Hallett We both told them we d support ERA and Pro 
Choice And I think they may have supported Marian 
YATES Bergeson 9 
RYAN She ran that year and lost 
YATES Right she lost that election 

RYAN I think they may have supported her too but that would have been in the 
primary or whatever But I remember later they told me one of the women 
told me that I was their heroine because I was the only one who never backed 
from my positions that Carol had backed down eventually 
YATES Oh overtime 9 

RYAN And so had Marian And so I said Oh it never even occurred to me not to 
support I mean I didn t do it for your endorsement But anyway they 
supported Carol and me in the general and at the Republican [National] 
Convention in September they decided to have an auction to raise money for 
me And they made it sort of a fun thing where they got various members of 
Congress and the assembly and whatever to donate something like go out to 
lunch or whatever and so they raised $5 000 at the auction for me So that 
was another big contribution in addition to the [California] State Employees 
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Association I got 

YATES Right 

RYAN Well I guess that came in the general Yeah it came in the general election 
So that was fun and they were all Maureen Reagan was one of them and a 
gal named Judy Miller and Colleen McAndrews Colleen is an attorney for 
FFPC issues We got her appointed at the FFPC [Fair Political Practices 
Commission] Anyway but there were probably women at thirty or in their 
early thirties and I was in my early forties so they were about ten years 
younger than I 

YATES OK well does this sound like a good place to 

RYAN I think so 

YATES wrap up 9 And we can always come back to the general election if there s 
something we need to add but this way when we meet next time we can get 
going into your legislative experience OK ? 

RYAN Uh huh 

YATES Great 


[End Tape 4 Side A] 
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[Session 3 January 16 2001] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side A] 

YATES Basically where we were last time was we got into a fairly in depth 

discussion about your first election to the assembly which was 1976 So 
what I wanted to do today to get us started is talk about what it was like 
when you first went up to Sacramento after you had won the election and 
you were sworn in 

RYAN Well 111 even give you some background before I was sworn in I went up 
to Sacramento I made an appointment to see the speaker because I had 
read somewhere that the speaker made committee assignments and I 
thought well I wanted to talk to the speaker about the committees I wanted 
to be on 

YATES And this is Leo [T ] McCarthy right? 

RYAN And Leo was the speaker at the time I flew up to Sacramento we had an 
appointment and it turned out that he was fogged in in San Francisco and 
couldn t make the appointment And so I flew back home and that evening 
I got a call from him quite a lengthy phone call—it was the first of 
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many—and he talked to me about what committees I wanted to be on And 
I told him why and I told him that I wanted to be on the [Resources ] Land 
Use [and Energy] Committee because of my expenence in working with 
land use in the incorporation effort Local Government [Committee] for the 
same reason that I was interested in local government and city county 
relations and I wanted to be on Rev[enue] and Tax[ation Committee] 
because I wanted to be on one of the committees that dealt with the fiscal 
issues in the state and I realized that freshmen did not get appointed to 
Ways and Means [Committee] And so he said to me no problem with 
Local Government and he was impressed with my background m land use 
and environmental issues and he d see and he wasn t sure about Rev and 
Tax either because that was a committee that he didn t often give to 
freshmen And so I had that discussion and then a couple We had that 
conversation and then following that the minority leader Paul [V ] Priolo 
had called for the Republicans to come up for a meeting in Oh what s 
the place 9 The state has a place in Pacific Grove 
YATES Oh Asilomar 9 

RYAN Asilomar yes To meet at Asilomar and spend the night And so 
YATES I m sorry so this was a meeting of the minority caucus 9 
RYAN The minority caucus 
YATES OK 



154 


RYAN And so I went up In fact got on the airplane and sat next to Dave Stirling 
I don t think we d ever met each other but we were both He was 
representing a district near Whittier And there were only six Republican 
freshman elected that year in which we had a total of twenty three 
Republicans That was all we had in the assembly The Democrats had 
fifty seven which meant that they had a two thirds majonty without a vote 
from us which made sort of an interesting situation 

When I got up to Asilomar I really didn t know the other members at all 
and who was elected or whatever and I was really surprised to find out that 
there were a number of members A lot of them were younger than I was I 
was only forty three at the time and I expected to be one of the youngest 
members of the [Republican] Caucus but I was not There were a lot 
of [Charles R ] Chuck Imbrecht who was m his twenties and some 
other guys who were m their thirties 

Carol Hallett was elected at that time to represent She came from 
Atascadero in San Luis [Obispo] Anyway we were the first two women 
elected to the Republican Caucus in twenty five years and so it became a 
cause as if We have to watch our language and they were showing great 
deference toward us Well I always thought it was kind of fun I didn t 
take any of that seriously Occasionally they d forget and say the F word 
or something and then they d apologize And I'd say Well I ve heard it 
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before And Frank Lanterman who was the senior member of the caucus 
I think—been there since 52—was very good in giving us background and 
also helping both Carol and me in not an outward way but sort of behind 
the scenes trying to help us out so that we would succeed 
And what form did that take 7 

I was trying to think of why I felt that way Patting us on the back when we 
did something well recognizing that Or encouraging us to speak up if 
we weren t being recognized and things like that I think he was sensitive to 
that in a way that maybe some of the other 
So he in particular was supportive 7 

I remember him particularly doing that and maybe because I didn t expect it 
of him He always seemed like sort of a gruff guy He had sort of tins gruff 
exterior and I guess maybe I didn t expect it of him But he s also one of the 
most respected men m the legislature so coming from him was extra I 
think You know for him to say positive things was extra 
Now what else did you discuss at that meeting 7 

Well we discussed One of the major discussions that Paul brought up 
was that he wanted to broker the committee assignments with the speaker 
because the speaker at times In the last session had made appointments 
punishing Republicans and theyd end up with committee assignments that 
met at the same time and things like that And it was also an indication that 
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he and the speaker were not on easy terms Paul s role as minority leader 
was not well defined in terms of how he got along with the speaker It was 
in terms of our caucus but not in terms of the speaker and it s an important 
issue because Well it helps the caucus Later on 111 talk more about 
some of the specifics but the issue at that time was he wanted to broker 
committee assignments So then he asked how many of the members had 
already talked to the speaker about their committee assignments I raised 
my hand and there were about two or three other members who had and of 
course I was the only freshman who had so I sort of And it was funny 
because it wasn t that anybody told me to do this I just sort of read 
somewhere well the speaker makes the assignments so I guess I better talk 
to the speaker 

YATES So you took the initiative 7 

RYAN I had no idea that the minority leader had anything to do with it so 

YATES So how did that come off 7 

RYAN Well then he asked if we would still give him the authority to negotiate our 
assignments I think I said yes As I remember I agreed I didn t see any 
reason to oppose him for doing that and I didn t think that he would 
be That I would be done in by him I m not sure exactly what came out 
of that but I did get the three committees I asked for and so You know 
I think that it gave me confidence in terms of working with the speaker 
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And there were other times as the session wore on that this was an issue 
When I was a freshman Well I guess January of my second year I got 
a call from Bruce Nestande who was a member of our caucus He was 
across the hall from me we were sort of friends And he asked me if I 
wanted to be on Ways and Means and I said sure And he said Call the 
speaker so I said OK Sol called the speaker and I said I wanted to be on 
Ways and Means and there was an opening Dixon Arnett a Republican 
was going to run for statewide office and he was resigning from his position 
on Ways and Means so he would have more time to campaign And so Leo 
said to me Well go talk to your leader about it and see if he 11 support 
you It s sort of funny because I had this little office behind the elevator on 
the second floor and Bruce was across the hall from me and Pnolo was 
down the hall We were all on the second floor So I just got up and 
walked down walked to his office and asked the secretary if he was in She 
said sure so I went m and I told him I understand Dixon s leaving his 
position on Ways and Means and I would be interested in getting the 
appointment Would you support me 9 And he said Yeah you re the first 
person who asked me and so he said OK So I went back to my office and 
I called Leo and I said OK Pnolo said he would support me for it ' and so 
that s how I got on 


YATES Ways and Means 9 
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RYAN On Ways and Means It s also an illustration of the fact that Paul and Leo 
hadn t quite worked out their relationship The funny thing is Oh the 
speaker told me that [William M ] Bill Thomas wanted to be appointed 
wanted that seat He was a year Actually he had been elected two 
years before me And he said I m going to appoint lnm to your seat on 
Rev and Tax and I thought Oh You know I felt pretty good about that 
Would you believe that Bill Thomas was just elected chairman of Ways and 
Means [Committee] in Congress 9 [Laughter] 

YATES Oh 

RYAN And so that s the way life goes So that was sort of an awakening 

And then at the end of my fieshman year I went to Leo and told him that 
I d like to chair Local Government because the chair of Local Government 
was going to the senate [William A ] Bill Craven and that s a committee 
that he would frequently give a Republican the chair of And so he said 
Oh well I hadn t really thought about making any sophomores chairs of 
committees because there were mneteen Democrats who had gotten 
elected Six Republicans and nineteen Democrats that year so he didn t 
really think about putting one of them into a chairmanship And he said 
But I ve heard very good things about you from John [Jack T ] Knox 
who was sort of the guru of Local Government He had passed all the 
He got all sorts of legislation passed He was on the committee and an 
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important member of it He s very supportive of you And so that was 
the end of that conversation and then I got a call from him later the 
speaker asking me if I d be interested m chairing Elections and 
Reapportionment Committee and I said Gosh I don t know anything 
about Elections and Reapportionment I have never even had a bill before 
that committee or an issue that is of interest to me I d like to think about 
it And he said Well I m not going to promise you that you 11 get Local 
Government but you re more likely to get it if you ve chaired another 
committee If you chair one committee you re more likely to get another 
committee And he was going to appoint Eugene [A ] Chappie to chair 
Local Government and Chappie was going to run for Congress I don t 
know if he d amiounced it then but anyway he was going to get it He was 
a senior member So then I talked to Priolo about it and he suggested a 
couple of things He said that I should talk to the speaker about the ability 
to change staff if I couldn t get along with a staff person And I think that 
Paul knew some things about the guy who was the staff member for the 
committee and I didn t know anything] He said Ask him for at least six 
months to review his performance And so I said Oh I asked if he 
thought I should take it and he encouraged me to take it And so then when 
I called the speaker back and said I d take the committee he told me that I 
had been supported by my leadership which is Priolo and Nestande for the 
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chairmanship and he said Frankly Marilyn if they hadnt supported you I 
was considering Chuck Imbrecht as well as you and they supported you 
over Imbrecht and that s why you re getting the appointment And so that s 
an interesting illustration of the relationship that Pnolo and McCarthy had 
ovei the fust two years I was there 

YATES Well let me ask you again about first starting out and come back to the 
committees But how else did you become oriented or acclimated to how 
things worked etc 9 

RYAN Well the caucus The meeting we had at Asilomar went into some of 
the processes of the nuts and Not legislative stuff but workings of the 
assembly And Pnolo offered his secretary and someone to set up 
appointments to interview other secretaries And the choice of my secretary 
was a cntical choice I didn t realize it but And she had been in the 
capitol for many years She worked for Hugh [M ] Bums she worked for 
[Ernest N ] Ernie Mobley and 
[Interruption] 

YATES We were talking about your secretary 

RYAN My secretary And freshman at that time did not get staff m the capitol I 
mean legislative staff The only staff you got was two secretaries So my 
choice of Maxine [Johnson] was critical because she knew the process of 
legislation and really helped me out I mean that was my way of learning 



161 


how to put a bill m and the steps that were taken I never gave it a second 
thought Maxine just took care of everything for me Arranged who I 
needed to talk to She also helped me m terms of lobbyists I should talk to 
and different things that were important A funny thing when I told Bob 
Beverly who was my predecessor I guess I saw him before we were up 
in Sacramento full time in the district and I told him I was thinking of 
hiring Maxine as my secretary He was sort of surprised as if I would have 
asked him for a suggestion for a secretary And he said Oh I m surprised 
that she would work for a freshman Maxine is the grand dame of the 
capitol 

YATES Sounds like a coup 

RYAN Yeah I really did to get her so that was an important step There was a 
group I can t remember—-it was an outside group It may have been 
Coro 

YATES Coro Foundation 7 

RYAN Yeah that did an orientation a formal orientation for members supposedly 
for freshman And so I remember going to it and they took a bill and sort of 
went through all the steps It had to do with the [California] Coastal 
Commission I remember and it was sort of a complicated bill So they 
spent all this time going over how this bill went through the process as a 
way for us to figure it out And I was bored to tears because I really didn t 
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think that s what I needed to know and I really learned more from Maxine 
than I did from any formal orientation 

YATES Now who did you get to know at that point or start spending time with 
or 

RYAN In terms of members 7 

YATES Yeah m terms of members 

RYAN Well the second floor was a good place to be One evening I was working 
after five It was about five thirty or six I guess The secretaries had gone 
home and Bob Beverly came by He was on the second floor on the senate 
side He walked in and he said Do you know [William T ] Bill Bagley 7 
And I said 'Well I think I ve met him He said Well he s in town from 
Washington [D C ] and he s down m Knox s office Why don t you come 
down and have a drink with us 7 So I said OK So I went down to Jack s 
office and there were some other members there and they decided to go to 
Frank Fat s for dinner and so we Somebody called and made a 
reservation and we went to Fat s We were sitting m the comer 
booth—there were about ten of us or so Ten or twelve of us ordering 
dinner Bagley was with us and everybody that came into Frank Fat s 
would give him a kiss And I m observing I m sort of this new I mean 
this is in January It s a couple weeks after the session started Jesse Unruh 
was sitting in the booth next to us And 111 never forget at the end of the 
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meal it came time to pay and so what they did was send the check around 
and we signed our names on the back and then they d bill us 
YATES Individually'? 

RYAN for our portion Dividing the bill up Someone at the table said to Bob 
Beverly Oh one of the women who was a secretary who was along 
said Marilyn s awfully new Bob said Don t worry they 11 find her 
[Laughter] And Jesse Unruh who was sitting behind us had got hysterical 
over us paying for our own bill because lobbyists always picked up the bill 
at Frank Fat s And he said I can t believe this group is paying for their 
own dinner [Laughter] That was my sort of So anyway I got to 
know them and then it turned out that 
YATES So that was your introduction to the way things work 9 
RYAN Introduction to social life m a sense And Bob taking me to Jack s office 
and then 

YATES Now were you the only woman there who was in the assembly 9 
RYAN Yeah And it was just some of Bagley s friends some staff people and Bob 
and Jack 

YATES OK So it was a mixture 9 
RYAN and stuff So it was sort of a mixture of people 
YATES Did the staff and the legislators mix socially a lot 9 
RYAN Some yeah Yeah I would say some 
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YATES I m sorry I interrupted you 

RYAN And it probably depends It would depend upon the member I think m 
terms of how they socialized 

YATES Right 

RYAN But then the next What happened is after that get together on a 

Monday night I got a call from a woman who worked for Jack Knox named 
Martha Gorman Martha had worked for Jack for years and had just gotten 
her law degree or was just finishing up Anyway she called and she said 
Jack s having a dinner at his house tonight Can you come 9 And I said 
Oh well my daughter s m town Bnng her along So I said OK Jack 
lived at Governor s Square and so did I at that time I was renting a place 
there before I found a condo And so we walked over to dinner at his place 
Well on Monday nights Jack liked to cook and he would invite like ten or 
fifteen people over and he d have booze there and if you wanted to have a 
drink you paid fifty cents He called it his Proposition] 9 1 dinners And so 
at the end of the night he would total up what he spent on the dinner and 
divide it by And we would each chip in for our cost of the dinner So 
those were Jack s Prop 9 dinners and that was my introduction And so at 
that there were some The dinners could be We even had reporters 


1 Proposition 9 (June 1974) financial disclosures and limitations affecting 
political campaigns public officials and lobbyists 
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YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 


YATES 

RYAN 


there and we had staff and we had 

How interesting 

Just a wide group of people 

And then it sounds like it was Republicans and Democrats? 

Oh yeah right Because Jack was a Democrat And I was always invited 
And about a couple of years later—I don t think it was when I was still a 
freshman—I got a call from the San Francisco Chronicle a reporter who 
wanted to know about Jack Knox s Monday night dinners and why I was 
one of the regulars And I m sort of like I don t know What happens? 

I said Well really it s kind of mce to go to somebody s house and take off 
your shoes and be relaxed and You know we don t lobby and we don t 
really talk about I mean lobbyists don t talk to us about bills In fact 
most experienced lobbyists never talk to you about legislation in social 
situations They would you know make an appointment to see you m your 
office 

How about between legislators? Would you talk shop at this? 

Not as a rule You might say You know I hear you re Just sort of 
throw something out or comment on some major thing but that was not the 
major reason to get together It was more of just socializing and relaxing 
But one of the fun incidents That night when I took my daughter 
Jack fixed—111 never forget it—cioppino We had this marvelous cioppino 
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for dinner And about nine o clock the governor arrived Jerry Brown and 
so he sat Jack had a long table m the dining room and my daughter and 
I were still sitting there when And the governor sat down at the end of 
the table and we were sitting across from each other and for forty five 
minutes Jerry Brown questioned my daughter for her opinion on everything 
from abortion to the death penalty to all this stuff And it was really funny 
because I think when she They were talking about abortion 

YATES Is this Cindy 9 

RYAN This was Cmdy who was mneteen at the time She said something like 
Oh I forgot you were Catholic [Laughter] I mean it was very one on 
one He has that ability anyway He likes to argue and discuss And so 
finally she was getting bored and she said When are we going home 9 
[Laughter] I said I guess pretty soon So we re walking home and I said 
What did you think of the governor 9 And she said Well he doesn t 
have a sense of humor and he s awfully arrogant which I thought were sort 
of perceptive comments from my nineteen year old daughter And so that 
was my first Prop 9 dinner and at that as I said there were some members 
There was a group that was always invited back usually Bob Beverly who 
was a close friend of Jacks 

YATES Now what about the women in the assembly 9 Did you gravitate toward 
each other 9 Did you talk to each other in particular 9 
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RYAN 


Well we did when we got up there Of course Teresa and Leona were 
very happy to see us because they were the only two there 
Is this Teresa Hughes 9 
Yeah 

And Leona 

Leona [H ] Egeland And so it was Maxine Waters and Carol and me and 
then Rose Ann [Vuich] in the senate The press was always wondering if 
we were going to have a women s caucus When are you going to have a 
women s caucus 9 

Right I saw that in the papers at the time 

All this stuff I was thinking There are six of us And I knew that Carol 
did not want to be labeled a feminist Carol signed her name on her mail 
everywhere Mrs James Hallett Rose Ann was from a rural distnct and 
things and I don t think she had been involved in women s issues as much as 
I had and Maxine And it was more important to me that the six of us got 
along than for us to say we wanted to have a women s caucus And so we 
did We got together for breakfast or something 
This was an informal meeting 9 

It was sort of informal just to meet And we would talk sort of on the floor 
Something that sticks in my mind always is that I think it was probably the 
second year we were there maybe it was the first the budget was I 
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mean it was the last night of session when you have all these bills 
coming 
YATES At you? 

RYAN There was a bill that had to do with abortion and the author of the bill had 
double crossed the speaker and I can t remember exactly how They 
promised to do something and didn t do it Someone on that position And 
the legislature was split on abortion And interestingly enough the 
Republican Caucus had a number of members who were Pro Choice Frank 
Lanterman our old senior member would say You know I cant see 
twelve year olds having babies But anyway it was I ve gotten the 
issue wrong That s another time Well that time the speaker ending up 
having to vote and he was very Pro Life He was Catholic 
YATES This is McCarthy again? 

RYAN Yeah he was Catholic and he ended up voting with us simply because he 
was upset with the way it had been handled You know he had a great deal 
of integrity about the process And that night later after it was over we saw 
him in the hall because I was up in Jack s office and he came by and 
someone said What died tonight? And he said Only the speaker I ve 
already gotten a call from the bishop 

Oh this was another issue I was thinking of which was a budget issue 
having to do with abortion It probably had to do with funding Medi Cal 
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abortions for poor women Surprisingly enough all of the women were all 
Pro Choice [David A ] Roberti was the pro tern. I think it was his 
position on the senate Budget Committee Anyway the Budget Committee 
was meeting and it was late at night He was restricting abortions to almost 
everybody I mean he was narrowing it down and it was just And he 
and the Pro Life lobby were working and inserting this language in 
Because of Roberti s position as a Democrat in the senate he could do this 
without He had the votes He was restricting it to not just If you 

were diabetic you could have an abortion only if you had high blood 
pressure and you were going to die I mean that was sort of like It 
wasn t just help the mother he wanted that spelled out 
YATES The specifics of it 7 

RYAN So it wouldn t be mental health And so Leo had gotten wind of it and was 
talking to [Howard L ] Berman who was the majonty leader I remember 
and sent for the women and all five of us met in his office He said I 
want you to go over there and listen to what s going on and 
YATES When you say the five women you re saying yourself Carol Hallett 
Maxine Waters 
RYAN Teresa and Leona 

YATES Teresa Hughes Oh and Leona Egeland OK I m sorry Go ahead 
RYAN Yeah Carol and I were the only two We were two Republicans and 
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three Democrats And so he wanted us to come up with opposing language 
to what was going on I remember thinking at the time I never thought the 
speaker would be the one to organize the women's caucus [Laughter] but 
we were really together on that issue And there were other And we 
never talked about it particularly 
YATES But you were all Pro Choice 9 

RYAN We were all Pro Choice I think Carol eventually changed but 
YATES So what happened in this particular situation 9 
RYAN We ended up getting Robertas language taken out 
YATES Who was carrying the bill 9 
RYAN It was a budget bill 

YATES Oh I m sorry That s right you said it was the budget Right 
RYAN It was the Budget Committee and he was putting it in the budget language 
When you re up there you realize you have more power on the Budget 
Committee on many policy issues than you do in legislation—that you can 
insert things in And if you have a committee There were only like five 
on a subcommittee and so you only need three votes It s a lot easier than a 
regular committee 

YATES Well that particular situation where McCarthy as you said sort of 
informally getting the women together It s almost like an informal 
women s caucus What did you take away from that if anything in terms 
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of the five of you working together on something 7 

Well I think that we got a sense of our value on an issue that mattered to 

women I think that that was I don t know that we talked about it at that 

time 

So it didn t lead to anything specific in tenns of your meeting together 7 
No not specifically And it came up There was another issue having to 
do with adoption and whether or not adoptees could find their parents after 
the age of maturity It was very emotional It was one of the most 
emotional issues we ever had on the floor And there were parents of 
adopted children m the house The five women we were all on the side of 
the adopted child which was also an interesting I mean I remember it 
for that reason and that we never talked about it but it was an issue that 
obviously we as women viewed the same way I don t know if now that 
there are twenty two women that they would feel that way on the same 
issue you know 7 
Right 

Blit it was not until the next session when we had eleven women that we 
really started getting together in a It was still an informal way but we 
started First I think we had dinner at Fat s in the upstairs room which 
caused quite a furor as we walked down the steps [Laughter] The men 
saw us and started talking about What are they plotting now 7 
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Now why did it make a difference at that point that you would start 
meeting 9 

After there were eleven of us 9 
Uh huh 

I really don t know I can t remember Well what happened as I 
remember since you asked that question is that for some reason we got 
together for dinner It might have been just a spur of the moment or 
something but it wasn t something that we said Oh let s all get together 
for dinner and decide what we should do now I don t remember it being 
that way I remember it being more casual 
OK 

And then we said Well maybe we would do this again And then I think 
we did it a second time in a restaurant and then someone said I think it 
would be more relaxing if we did this at my house And so we decided 
that it really was and we had it like at I don t know where the 

first It might have been Marian La Follette s Anyway what I 
remember was we sent out for pizza or something and so it was sort of 
We 11 order in the food You don t have to worry about cooking but just 
order in And so then there was Diane [E Watson] and Rose m the senate 
and nine of us in the assembly and so we had someone every month Every 
month we d try to get together In fact I don t remember if we had a date or 
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anything but we d try to get together for dinner and so it wasn t long before 
at the dinners we started talking about the fact that there were women s 
issues that men were addressing that our input was needed on Another 
issue that came up that session was Gaiy [K ] Hart was carrying a bill on 
midwives certifying midwives and it turned out that all of us were opposed 
to the bill It was interesting because we didn t lobby each other We just 
were all opposed to the bill And this was I can t remember the 
senators but I remember this was in the assembly and 

YATES So you just happened to start talking about it at one of these meetings'? 

RYAN Yeah And then we thought why is Gary Hart carrying a bill on midwives'? 
And again we started to become more sensitive to the fact that we should 
be carrying that legislation instead of the men because of our expenence I 
mean with the midwifery bill Midwives aren t a bad idea but this was a 
bad bill In the bill it had midwives who could be trained by other 
midwives no education requirements They didn t even have to be high 
school graduates It was just not And Maxine said In my district they 
send the midwives down there and we ve got crack babies and real 
problems in delivering And Teresa or someone got up and said I m not 
going to have my daughter deliver a child by a midwife under this bill 1 
We were just incensed by the provisions m the bill And I think maybe 
that s the thing that the bills weren t necessarily written well And so we 
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really never formalized that position but we became more sensitive to 
women s positions and talked about them But there was never any attempt 
at that time for us to try to get to where we agreed on something 
YATES So while it was informal all the women participated 9 
RYAN Well 
YATES Or did they 9 

RYAN It would be funny because we d get there and say Is everybody coming 9 

and they d say Oh yeah And then Maxine 9 Well she said she was 
coming Carol 9 Well I don t think she s coming And so we finally 
accepted the fact that Maxme and Carol as a rule did not come and we 
decided they were into power Maxme was interviewed by Ms Magazine 
and ridiculed our meetings by saying that all we talked about was going 
shopping or something which was not the case at all but put us down So 
that was sort We didn t like that too well [Laughter] 

YATES Right 

RYAN Because she didn t come But I don t know that she came at all I think she 
probably came once or twice but 
YATES But she didn t participate on a regular basis 9 
RYAN She did not She and Carol did not participate 

YATES OK Well why don t we come back to the committees and feel free to add 
anything if you think of anything that ties into the informal women s 
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caucus 111 call it 

RYAN To the women s To the issues 7 

YATES Right You mentioned that you got the committees that you d asked for 
specifically Local Government Resources Land Use and Energy and 
Revenue and Taxation And then in your second year your sophomore 
year you actually became chair of Local Government 
RYAN No I didnt 
YATES You did not 7 

RYAN My chairmanship was m my second term 
YATES Second term 7 OK not second year 7 Excuse me 
RYAN Second year I got Ways and Means the committee 

YATES OK And then so you actually chaired Local Government and Elections and 
Reapportionment m your second term 7 Is that correct 7 
RYAN Yes First Elections and Reapportionment then Local Government 
YATES Got you 
RYAN One year of each 

YATES Because the list I was looking at the {Assembly] Final History wasn t 

giving me accurate dates But tell me in that initial period at least before 
you chaired a committee what if any of the particular committees you 
were on stand out to you in terms of what they were doing or the 
membership or anything like that 
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RYAN Well all three of them were I was pleased with my choice but certainly 
Rev and Tax would because Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] chaired it and it was 
also poor to Proposition] 13 1 And it was during that we were dealing with 
taxes and property tax increases and it was high inflation This was 
in—what?—76 to 78 Inflation And the cost of housing was going up 
tremendously and along the coast particularly in my district And so I 
didn t author any legislation on property tax however there were a number 
of bills on property tax that we heard in the committee It was a fascinating 
experience because the staff and I guess Willie thought of if you lived in a 
big house and you couldn t afford the taxes you were overconsummg 
housing And so if your house was worth a certain value and say you were 
a couple and your kids had been raised or whatever your kids were gone 
and you lived in this house and its value had gone up from $20 000 to 
$200 000 you were obviously overconsummg housing You know you 
didn t need that expensive a house anymore and you should be moving to a 
smaller place You should be able to pay your taxes And then I said This 
is crazy I mean I can t go tell people in my district who bought a house for 
$20 000 in Manhattan Beach and its now worth $200 000 that they re 
overconsummg housing It s a three bedroom house a little house Of 
course now they re worth a million dollars down in Manhattan Beach 


1 Proposition 13 (June 1978) tax limitation 
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[Laughter] 

YATES It's gotten worse 

RYAN Gotten worse So that was sort of a There were sort of some positions 
that it was difficult for people to see and there were also Many of the 
bills they wanted to have what they called a circuit breaker which meant 
that if we gave property tax relief we wouldn t give it to wealthy people 
that you d have to have an income requirement or whatever which was a 
Democratic position Republicans didn t support that I didn t support that 
I mean particularly because of my district There was also What was 
the other 9 

YATES You know hold on one second Let me turn the tape over 

[End Tape 5 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side B] 

YATES OK you were talking about Rev and Tax 

RYAN Revenue and Tax and the issues prior to Prop 13 and what was before the 
legislature There was also the governor s position which is always 
important and it was The Department of Finance represented the 
governors position in our committees as a rule And the legislative council 
would have Its position was supposed to be the legislators position and 
they would not The bills that would come up with property tax relief 
we would never have enough money to really deal with it seriously And it 
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was always surprising to me because we had this surplus building up and 
what were we going to do with a surplus 9 You know why could we only 
afford $600 million when we had a $3 billion surplus or something 9 And 
so some of those issues were before us in terms of the bills that were 
coming up And then I also became aware of the fact that the income tax 
was affected by inflation our income tax brackets and when Reagan was 
governor the legislature passed a law narrowing the brackets So you went 
through the brackets really fast which would mean that you just had to earn 
a little more money and then you d go into a higher bracket and a higher 
bracket and pretty soon you d be in the top bracket even though with 
inflation you really didn t make any more money so you were paying more 
taxes on the same amount of money And so I remember meeting with 
some of the gurus and one of them Kirk West who I came to respect said 
This is really affecting people more than the property tax but they don t 
realize it And of course the state was That s where they were getting 
all their money It was people going through the brackets And so anyway 
I put m a bill 1 on indexing the income tax and so 
YATES So explain what that would do then 9 The indexing 9 
RYAN Oh indexing You would adjust the brackets expand the brackets for 
inflation 


1 AB 685 1977 1978 Reg Sess (1978) 
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YATES OK 

RYAN And so that you would be paying the same amount because the bracket 
would then be larger before you d go to the next one That sort of jargon 
YATES So you earned tins 
RYAN So I carried this bill 

YATES And this would have been in 77 or so 9 Right 9 
RYAN Oh yeah it was my first year 
YATES OK 

RYAN My first year So I carry this bill and I think I ve got it out of Rev and Tax 
yeah It was m Ways and Means that I was having the trouble And I was 
on the committee and it was always too expensive I mean that was the 
sort of It cost us too much money We can t afford it And then of 
course everyone was telling me the senior members of the Republican 
Caucus I kept saying This is really a good issue I think we should 
get on it And they were saying Oh we ve done this We ve done it so 
many times and it never gets through They were sort of like No one 
understands it They don t I had a terrible time explaining it to people 
And again with inflation 12 and 14 percent it was a big issue So Im 
sitting in Ways and Means and it s near the end of session Bills that were 
on schedule had already gone out of Ways and Means and the chairman of 
Ways and Means for some reason was out of the committee hearing and the 
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vice chair was Frank Lanterman the senior member And so we were 
bringing up bills that were still alive and my bill came up and it was passed 
out There was still a majonty of Democrats there and so I know the 

speaker wouldn t have let it out I mean he would have He always 

knew it was going out [Laughter] and he would have just made sure that 
somebody was there that it didn t get out So I got my bill off the floor—I 
mean it went down to the floor Well in order to do anything with it I had 
to waive all the rules because it was too late And here I was I had been m 
the legislature since January and this is August and I didnt know what to do 
and I was running around asking different members Now what do I do 9 
Well you ask for a waiver to bnng all these things up I do all these 
things and I go and I follow all the rules and I get it out of committee 
whatever I guess I had to have it voted on by the assembly I guess those 
were the rules I had to waive and it passed 

YATES So it passed the floor 7 

RYAN It passed the assembly yes The floor I could not believe it I was just 
Here I am this freshman I remember [Kenneth L ] Ken Maddy turns 
around and he says Marilyn that s your re election issue Getting that 
issue out there is a real coup And everyone is sort of like Oh my gosh it 
passed I went up to my office and I had this young woman who was a 
fellow who had been working with me and she d run out and bought a bottle 
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of champagne And my husband happened to be up there because it was the 
end of something and we had this celebration in my office [Laughter] 
YATES Now why do you think it was able to pass the floor? 

RYAN I don t know 
YATES What happened? 

RYAN Well I think one thing I think that the inflation issue was beginning to 
surface to where the leadership knew it needed to be done I think it was 
before I can t remember now if I was still waiting for them to vote on 
the floor or whether it was when I was waitmg for it over in the senate but I 
got a call from the governors lobbyist [Bill Dougherty] and he said to me 
that if I had the 3 percent in which I did the only way I could get it voted 
on was indexing over 3 percent That s why I had several bills on indexing 
because I had another one with straight indexing but I couldn t get that out 
So I did get the bill that would index when inflation was over 3 percent 
YATES OK 

RYAN The first 3 percent So the governors office the guy called me and he said 
The governor will sign that bill if you keep 3 percent m anything over 3 
percent And he said Do you want some help with lobbying? ' And I 
said Well I don t know if that would help or not [Laughter] 

YATES Wait who was his lobbyist? 

RYAN What? 



182 


YATES Who was his lobbyist 9 

RYAN I can t remember the guy s name at that time I remember there was a gal 

named Diane Dooley who was a friend but I can t remember this guy s 
name 

YATES You might think of it later So it goes to the senate 9 

RYAN It went to the senate So guess what 9 I couldn t get it set for a hearing in 
the senate I had to waive the rules Sol went to the staff guy for Local 
Government—oh for Rev and Tax—and asked about getting his boss to 
waive the rules He said he thought he would so I went down to the floor 
Didn t know him from Adam It s hard to know the senators unless you 
have a bill So anyway I talked to him and he said yes he would He d 
waive the rules He d bnng it up on the floor of the senate to waive the 
mles so it could be heard in a committee He did that Anyway I got it into 
the Rules Committee somehow or other m the senate and they wouldn t put 
it out and it sat there And here we re near the end of session and I couldn t 
get it out 

In the meantime [Lawrence] Larry Kapiloff who s a Democrat from 
San Diego who s also on Rev and Tax had a bill on something else Gosh 
I can t remember now what the issue was Oh I know to give $2 billion 
back to the taxpayers Leo had sort of let him carry this because Kapiloff 
had a tough district and I guess he thought this would reward him And so 
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guess what 9 He amended indexing 
YATES Oh into his bill 9 

RYAN into his bill on $2 billion income tax rebate So he gets it over to the 
senate it gets set for a hearing he waives the rule his gets set I cant get 
mine out of committee And so the head reporter [Jerry Gilliam] for the 
L A Times came up to me in the hall and he said that he wanted to know 
how I felt about my bill And I said Well it doesn t look like I m not 
giving up yet but it doesn t look like I m going to get it out of the Rules 
Committee Kapiloff has added it to his bill but something could always 
happen to it And he said Well I talked to the speaker about it and he 
said Well she was lucky to get it off the floor of the assembly And 

that s the story of being a Republican [Laughter] 

YATES Right Well I m interested of course m the timing because as you 
mentioned there is Prop 13 Then we see that pass in June of 78 
RYAN The next June 

YATES So you re talking about that year which 
RYAN The year before 

YATES The year before leading up to it And I m just curious because you made 
the comment about that this would cost too much the indexing bill but at 
the same time there was this huge surplus And how did the committee and 
even the legislature as a whole do you think really perceive the tax revolt 
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movement occurring? I m thinking i e Howard Jarvis 
I don t think they did not until closer to the Prop 13 election 
Until it was too late to do something? 

Well we did pass a property tax reform bill that was on the ballot along 
with 13 Proposition] 8 1 I think and it contained Im not sure if it still 
had the circuit breaker in it or not and it was more complicated than 13 
was And of course there was no way you could explain the issues to 
people because 13 had become such an emotional issue The majority of 
the members of the legislature did not support Prop 13 They opposed it 
even Republicans [George] Deukmejian opposed it Bob Beverly 
supported it much to my chagrin I opposed it In that primary I didn t have 
any opposition and I had very weak opposition in the general and 
So you didn t have to worry about that? 

I didn t but the furor m my district over it was there I mean I almost got 
pushed into a swimming pool— You goddamn Democrat Marilyn 
Ryan —for not supporting it And I remember I was able to pinhole this 
guy I said Wait a minute You don t know what I ve done on taxes I 
supported indexing the income tax I ve got a bill on that inheritance tax 
tax reform I said I support property tax reform but I don t think that this 
will accomplish what we want in terms of funding government The local 


1 Proposition 8 (June 1978) owner occupied dwellings tax rate 
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government s not going to have a source of income and they 11 have to go to 
the state which means that the local control will be gone And I think 
there s another way to do it One of the problems we faced in the 
legislature though I think on the issue was that the things that were in 
Jarvis in Prop 13 we viewed as unconstitutional and so we always were 
viewing the constitutionality of the issue where to my surprise the 
[California] Supreme Court upheld it I think it was a political decision by 
the Supreme Court I think it probably is unconstitutional but 
YATES Well cases have gone before the court since then and it s been surprising 
that they haven t been deemed unconstitutional 
RYAN I mean it was a terrible terrible Anyway 

YATES Well I was just interested in what the perception was within the legislature 
of what was going m terms of the tax revolt movement? 

RYAN The movement at that time—Prop 13 and the property tax—was a The 

coastal areas were the ones that were seeing the escalation in property 
values and so it was most prevalent in our area So members who 
represented other districts weren t being hit by it I mean it had passed but 
it didn t pass in all parts of the state so it wasnt that kind of a revolt You 
always have a certain number of people in the public who oppose any tax 
don t believe in taxes at all and they re going to be always voting to cut 
taxes That group And I think the members sort of know they re out there 
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and maybe some listen to them and some don t but I don t think it was the 
issue all over the state as it was in certain areas particularly the coastal 
areas where property tax was going up And so it was You know I 
sowed the seeds of my demise by opposing it 
YATES That election was OK and the next election but you mean the election m 
'82? 

RYAN Well see that was m 78 and then in 80 I had no opposition to speak of 
And then in 82 after reapportionment 
YATES That s when it 

RYAN I had the primary opposition and it was used against First piece of 

campaign literature was a letter signed by Howard Jarvis attacking me as a 
big spender and all these things But it was an emotional time And after 
Prop 13 passed here we were in the legislature having to deal with how do 
we keep the schools and cities and counties in business And we did have 
that surplus still even though we had given $2 billion back the year before 
Aid so we were meeting And being on Well I wasn t on Rev and Tax 
anymore but I was on Ways and Means and Local Government We dealt 
with the issues The staff of those two committees and the senate got 
together and worked out a solution 
YATES Now at that point then you re chair of Local Government? 

RYAN No that was before I chaired Local Government That was still my first 
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term 

YATES OK 

RYAN I chaired Local Government starting in 79 actually Or 80 

YATES But you must have had to deal then like you said with the ramifications of 
13? 

RYAN Oh yeah 

YATES So what in particular stands out to you about that as chair 9 

RYAN Well I think the difficulty was the fact that there were so many inequities m 
Proposition 13 and things that we could have done but we were all terrified 
Jarvis had us buffaloed because anytime there was anything addressing 
Prop 13 even if it was a minor issue Jarvis would grunt Or his people 
would get the troops out And even sometimes when there wasn t an issue 
we d get all these postcards and letters and all this stuff You know Don t 
change Proposition 13 And so it made it very difficult to exert any 
leadership or to handle those issues and so I think we set up a mechanism 
that wasn t very good especially for the schools Schools had been 
squeezed by Serrano [v ] Priest 1 which was a court decision equalizing 
property tax 

YATES And that was in the mid 60s right I believe 9 

RYAN Well I think it was 70 


1 Serrano v Priest 483 P 2d 1242 1244 (Cal 1971) 
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YATES Oh 70 yeah 

RYAN But we were still dealing with it when I got up there And the problem was 
that we were squeezing them so that we were bringing the poor schools up 
but we were lowering the other standards instead of bringing them up to the 
higher standards and that was the first problem with school funding Prior 
to Prop 13 I was always trying to support getting more money for the 
schools increasing their funding because my school districts were really 
affected by Serrano [v ] Priest particularly Palos Verdes 
YATES So then you get Prop 13 
RYAN And El Segundo and stuff 
YATES Which adds to the pressure 

RYAN Which added to the pressure And the governor was opposed to increasing 
funding for schools before Prop 13 and after Prop 13 This was Jerry 
Brown It was just awfully difficult for those of us who had school districts 
that were suffering Some of the school districts who got federal aid and 
other special projects had more money but we really didn t El Segundo 
was—what 9 It s a high wealth district and then they were losing 
enrollment The youngest teacher m their district was forty three years old 
It was just a terrible time for schools So anyway that was 
YATES So that was one of the big issues before Local Government 9 
RYAN Yeah it stayed with me for Well as it turned out it was My 
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expenence in Rev and Tax and Ways and Means also helped me a lot m 
terms of understanding those issues and stuff 
Well let me segue way here for a minute and talk some more about 
legislation you earned because we were talking about identifying pieces of 
legislation that stand out to you and one of course you mentioned is the 
indexing bill And now I know you also earned in that early period this 
AB 465 1 which had to do with the DMV [Department of Motor Vehicles] 
Why don t you talk about that and how you ended up carrying that 
particular piece of legislation 7 

OK it s funny when you say A B 465 You know I never learned bill 
numbers 

The bill number 7 [Laughter] 

And that s true of a lot of other I mean 

Sure 

And members would talk about bills you d never talk about the number of 
the bill because it would change 

Well Im just mentioning it for the record and when you have a list in front 
of you 

I know I m just joking about it Because the number can always change but 
the concept doesn t 


1 AB 465 1977 1978 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 374(1977) 
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[Interruption] 

YATES So I was asking about the DMV bill 

RYAN Well that was an interesting That was my first bill which was It 
came about because there was The South Bay Daily Breeze m my 
district had a story about a woman who had been stalked by someone who d 
gotten her name from the DMV And so Maxine my secretary said I 
have an idea for a bill dealing with this Now this was in January right 
after I got elected My first month up there And so she said I m going to 
talk to Les [ ] —I forget his name now—who was the liaison between the 
DMV and the legislature 

YATES OK 

RYAN And so she talked to him about it They drew up a bill for me I really did 
not know the ins and outs of the DMV when I first got the bill but I learned 
them So it was set for a hearing m the Transportation Committee which 
met right next door to my office in a hearing room So I went to present my 
bill and I ve never presented a bill before I had my bill folder all the 
information about it What you re supposed to do is go and sign your name 
on this list when you amve so the chairman can call you And so the 
chairman calls the meeting to order and said There are nine bills on DMV 
records The best bill is Mrs Ryan s I suggest that the rest of you drop 
your bill and sign on as a coauthor to Mrs Ryan s bill And so most of 
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the I guess six of the guys dropped the bill and decided they wouldn t 
have theirs heard And so there was another guy named Bruce [E ] Young 
and he and [Ronald] Ron Cordova were also freshmen and they were 
coauthoring this bill and they came together to the committee to testify and 
they did not drop their bill When the hearing began the members of the 
committee started questioning them about their bill because it didnt allow 
for certain One of the mam issues that we had to face at that time was 
how could we allow for I mean the DMV records were public records 
If we let anybody into those records then we had to have them open to the 
public And so how could we deal with them 9 Well what we came up with 
was something called requesters People who were entitled and wanted to 
see them had to get a number or an identification thing before they could 
get the information because there were I remember the one group that 
really was interested was this company that worked with the auto 
companies so for instance if Ford wanted to recall all the 1963 
Oh I see 
Or whatever that 
They could go to the DMV 9 

They could go to the DMV to get that information And also members of 
the press at times were allowed to use it to identify people There was some 
legitimate reasons to get the numbers and so I had addressed them in my 
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bill but they had not And so they were objecting to selling the records 
and Lanterman was on the committee I remember him saying Well 
one man s junk is another man s treasure Whether or not we should sell 
those We sold voter registration lists We sell a lot of things They 
got so angry I guess it was Bruce who got so angry that when they 
didn t get the votes for their bill he stood up at the desk where he was 
presenting the bill and threw the chair across the room 
YATES Oh my gosh This is Bruce Nestande 9 
RYAN Bruce Young 
YATES Bruce Young excuse me 

RYAN And I m sitting m the front row waiting to present my bill and everyone in 
the room was just shocked And again this is the first hearing I ve been to 
except well I d been on a committee So then they called me and so I 
presented my bill and they asked me some questions about it The 
chairman said I m going to put this over to the next hearing for vote only 
We re not going to vote on this today He wanted me to make some 
amendments too And then the next person who had a bill who didn t drop 
it was [Michael] Mike Antonovich Mike who was the whip of the 
Republican Caucus senior member presents his bill and so they start 
questioning him about his bill and he said well he d amend it in Pretty 
soon he amended my whole bill into his bill and I was sitting there 
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wondering what was going on And they said they d put his bill over for a 
vote at the next hearing so it would be the Antonovich bill and the Ryan 
bill 

So I went back to my office and I m telling my secretary about this We 
were all just in a state of shock So we re sitting in the reception part I m 
sitting by the secretaries and Walter [M ] Ingalls the chairman came 
stomping into my office He was a short little guy and said—and very 
outspoken— Marilyn I ve done all I m going to do to help you with that 
bill You re being RF ed by your own minority member and I m not going 
to help you And he said You re going to have to go out and get it for 
yourself I said Oh and he walked out And so I went around to all the 
members on the committee and asked them if they would support my bill 
over the Antonovich bill when it came up for vote the next time Democrats 
and Republicans and they all said yes and so I got my bill 

And then I had to go to Ways and Means I don t remember having too 
much trouble but I had to present it and answer questions and all this stuff 
because it was a touchy subject Fortunately I had the DMV s support 
which was always important when you had a bill if you had the 
department And then through the floor and through the senate And I must 
say that after it passed Frank Lanterman congratulated me He came up to 
me and he said Because he was on Ways and Means and Transportation 
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and on the floor and he d seen me He said That was a real piece of 
legislation You did a good job You re a real legislator And so that was 
my first bill and that was sort of fun 

YATES Well you know we were talking about the fact that there are so many bills 
you end up carrying and obviously we cant go through every single bill but 
I was wondering if you could identify any in particular that stand out to 
you either because they were extremely difficult to get through or did or 
did not pass or however you want to identify them but any that particularly 
stand out to you 

RYAN Well it s interesting as I think about some of these issues how many of 

them I dealt with in my freshman year because And I carried legislation 
dealing with my committees when I was chainng them later And then in 
my last couple of years there when I was m the doghouse I dealt with some 
issues that were of interest I tried to deal with issues having to do with the 
Coastal Commission and I put some legislation in I could not get it to go 
anywhere 

YATES Because 9 

RYAN Because of being a Republican at that time and also I didn t have any clout 
Oh and by that time Willie was speaker as well 

YATES So when you say being in the doghouse this is because of youi support of 
[Howard] Berman and not [Willie L ] Brown [Jr ] 9 



195 


RYAN The leadership fight yeah It was really Carol but 

YATES Well Id like to come back to that particular event or however you want to 
describe it but back to the legislation 

RYAN To the legislation Well I think probably the indexing was difficult The 
other was on driver s training 1 which 

YATES And this was also your freshman year 7 

RYAN My freshman year I tried it agam later because I didn t get it through the 
first time and I thought maybe the next year when I was on Ways and 
Means that I d have a better chance I began to understand the situation It 
was an example of the I think we talked about this earlier We didn t 
tape it though did we 7 

YATES No we were talking off tape getting organized and trying to figure out 
what to focus on 

RYAN The bill came from a suggestion from a teacher in my distnct that we had to 
offer driver s training in the schools and yet the state did not pay for the cost 
of it And they had set up a special fund Driver Training Penalty 
Assessment Fund that was collected by the DMV a dollar added to tickets 
or something and the legislators were dipping into that fund for pet 
projects And so I put in a bill saying that the state should fund driver 
training what the school districts were paying for it or spending on it And 


1 AB 712 1977 1978 Reg Sess (1978) 
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I got into this real buzz saw with people who didn t want driver training in 
the schools I said Well then lets drop the whole idea Well I got it 
through the policy committee but I could not get it through Ways and 
Means It was stuck in Ways and Means I never got a straight answer as 
to why I couldn t get it out So I made appointments and I talked to 
Chairman [Daniel E ] Dan Boatwright and John Vasconcellos I talked to 
all these different people and they wouldn t listen to me over the issue It 
was sort of like we d always get into this argument or discussion about how 
they oppose driver s education And I was really 

YATES They opposed it meaning being m the schools'? 

RYAN Yeah they didn t think the schools should offer it And I said But we 
mandate it in legislation You know the schools probably don t want to 
teach it either but as long as we mandate it I think they I mean that 
should be the issue As long as we mandate it we should be paying for it 
Well then lo and behold there was a front page story in the Oakland 
Tribune that I was preventing Jack Knox from getting his money for the 
bridge to San Rafael because he was going to use the money from the 
penalty assessment fund to build the bridge and I had a bill in to curtail that 
Well of course my bill didn t go anywhere He got the bridge built 


But then later the next session I think it was the next time I brought it 
up a couple of years later I still had a hard time getting it out and I couldn t 
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get people to really address the issue Part of it was they didn t like driver 
education and I was sort of stunned I remember at the end of it Howard 
Berman came up to me and he said You know Marilyn that was a pretty 
good bill He said You ought to try it again and 111 help you 
[Laughter] He was the majority leader I m sort of worn out over this bill 
Anyway that was a tough bill I mean it was a bill that I shouldn t have 
had that much trouble with I didn t think I thought it was a good bill 
policy wise but other members had their eyes set in on it as money to do 
I had a philosophical problem with setting up special funds like that and yet 
it became a favorite way of members to fund a certain project and if you 
wanted to put a bill m I wish I could think of some specific issue But 
for a specific problem you could find a funding source that related to that 
problem like wedding licenses to deal with counseling—I don t know—for 
mantal problems of some You know that kind of thing 

YATES Right 

RYAN They pass it through even if it wasnt a particularly good policy issue but 
as long as you can fund it without interfering with the general fund it would 
get through and that drove me nuts after But after I was there four or 
five years I began to realize that s the way things are even though you 
basically oppose the idea I mean the whole idea 

YATES Were there any other pieces of legislation that stood out to you in 
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particular? 

I can t think of anything right now I think those issues There was 
another issue but I don t think I earned the legislation—maybe I 
did—having to do with county secession 

Now was this something that came up in one of the committees that you 
were on or chairing 9 

Yeah I can t remember if I earned the bill Our area wanted to become a 
county South Bay County We had a group m the area that wanted to 
secede from the county of Los Angeles and God I guess I did Yeah I 
think I did I don t see it on here on the list 1 But it was sort of laughed at 
by people I got it to the floor and I remember they all sort of thought 
Well those nch people don t want to be part of the county ' but it was an 
issue that was really important to me because the county is too big it was 
too big and it doesnt Its an anachronism in government established in 
1879 as a way to implement state laws and administer them And it s just 
too big I would have even put in a bill to abolish counties but that 
[Laughter] That sounds like that would have been really difficult 
County secession But Jack Knox who was the expert on Local 
Government absolutely agreed with me on the issue you know Imnot 
sure that it was the right way to go at the issue but if you sit and make a 


1 Ryan is referring to a list of bills she earned 
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study and do all that stuff it tends not to get done You sort of have to come 
at it from another direction but it s an issue 

And finally I think by the end of my career I wanted to have a 
committee on county government And I talked with Maxine Waters I 
remember at one point and [Meldon E ] Mel Levine and some others just m 
conversation and opened their eyes These are the most liberal members 
probably And they began to feel that counties had outlived their 
usefulness as well and so did Willie Brown But it s so difficult to make 
change m the legislature m the state I don t know how we re going to 
govern the state m the future because I just don t see how we can change 
our institutions to solve the problems 

YATES You mean like a structure like a county 9 

RYAN Yes and cities and boundaries and the state itself Well the county is over 
10 million people Each supervisor represents a distnct that s larger than a 
lot of states I think that I mean say the district is 2 million there are 
only like four or five cities that have populations over 2 million so they 
represent districts larger than cities Philadelphia or Boston or places like 
that And there s no way that they can claim that s local control and we 
can t deal with regional issues like transportation Given the fact that the 
population is growing even more how are we going to govern 13 million 
people 9 And then the state 
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YATES Through the present system 7 

RYAN In the state how are we going to deal with 45 million people or whatever 7 
There was an interesting article m the op ed about that the other day We 
just don t have the infrastructure m the state to deal with that many 
people—schools whatever So it is a problem of the legislature but there s 
such The status quo wins all the time and it s so difficult to make 
change 

YATES Hold on why don t we take a break for a minute 7 

[End Tape 5 Side B] 
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[Session 4 March 20 2001 ] 

[Begin Tape 6 Side A] 

YATES OK let s get started Good morning again It s a hot day today for the first 
time in Well it s been hot for a couple of days I guess but 
RYAN That s true It was nice Sunday too 

YATES But it seems like it s been cold for so long It s quite a change 

OK well we were just as usual reviewing what we talked about last 
time and it s been a little while We met in January actually the middle of 
January So what I wanted to do today is expand on your committee 
assignments Last time we met we discussed that kind of early early period 
in the assembly getting your committee assignments staffing your office 
some of the legislation you carried and the Local Government Committee 
which you chaired And so what I wanted to start off with today was have 
you talk about your expenences chairing the Elections and 
Reapportionment Committee which you chaired I have 1979 to 80 


Does that sound right 7 
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Yes it was my I guess you call it my sophomore year my second term 
At the beginning of the term Leo had approached me and asked me if I 
wanted to chair the committee and I guess Paul Pnolo had put in a good 
word for me He was still oui minority leader at the time And so I was 
totally unfamiliar with the committee but I took it Paul said to me that I 
should ask Leo to have a six months trial of working with the then 
consultant of the committee just to see how I worked with him When I 
brought this up to Leo he sort of a gave me a talking to and said We dont 
change consultants because of political parties and because He had 
worked for a Democrat now that you re Republican you don t get to change 
the staffs We don t change staffs with party and we don t look at it as a 
partisan appointment So I said Well I m just totally unfamiliar with the 
committee I ve never had a bill before it I ve never been there I don t 
even I don t know anything about them So we left it at that and so I 
got the committee assignment Sol got the committee got a larger office 
The consultant to the committee was a guy named Bruce Bolmger and he 
and I just did not get along 
I think you did mention him last time 
He was kind of a slob didn t wear a tie And I fired him 
[Interruption] 

We just had a quick interruption and let s get back to it before the power 
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goes out 

So anyway you were talking about the Elections and 
RYAN Elections and Reapportionment And so I was able to replace Bruce as the 
staff consultant after six months because he made some inappropriate 
statements to the woman who was the secretary of the committee asked her 
to do some personal typing and things And also I tried to get him to 
change his style of doing bill analyses and he just wouldn t because he 
would do analyses that were too long and totally unhelpful to the members 
And so I got a consultant on loan from the legislative analyst s office 
Manual [Hernandez] who was very good and we ended up becoming 
friends and when I ran for re election in a tough race m 82 he sent me a 
campaign contribution [Laughter] He wasn t working for me then m those 
days but anyway he was a big help 

One of the big issues in the committee at that time and I think it 
probably continues to be an issue today is the method by which the voter 
rolls are purged And I didn t realize that Issues before that committee 
become very partisan A guy named Richard Robinson who was on the 
committee always said that This committee s our committee because it 
has the laws governing how you re elected and any change in them can 
affect the outcome of an election And the Democrats tended to want more 
people on the rolls and the Republicans wanted the deadwood purged and 
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of course the cost of the election was higher because of all the deadwood 
and I guess you can say deadwood literally But anyway who do you take 
off the voter rolls and how do you go about doing it 9 There were a number 
of different mechanisms and it was done differently county by county 
And of course at that time I learned what many people didn t learn until 
this last election that elections are administered county by county and they 
aren t necessarily counted the same or done the same and that s certainly 
true in California 

YATES Now how would you work with the secretary of state s office 9 Or did you 9 
RYAN Well as a rule the secretary of state s office Someone had a 

representative who come to our hearings on bills It was an informal 
relationship I think because probably the secretary of state s office 
administered the laws that we passed 
YATES Right that s why I was wondering 

RYAN One of the areas that One of the most interested parties was the Fair 
Political Practices Commission and of course it had been put in place in 
74 I think or 72 So it hadn t been there too long and so there were 
different changes and the law that set it up —well I guess this was an 
initiative'—had a requirement that there be a certain period elapsed 


1 Proposition 9 (June 1974) financial disclosures and limitations affecting 
political campaigns public officials and lobbyists 
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between the introduction of a bill and its adoption to allow for plenty of 
public scrutiny of any changes in election laws I mean campaign finance 
laws So I would say I got to know the people over there better than the 
ones in the secretary of state s office even [Robert M ] Bob Stem who was 
the representative at that time from the commission is now one of the 
spokespeople for some non profit or something having to do with election 
law and so I got familiar with that Camed legislation sometimes at 
their request in terms of changes that the commission needed in carrying 
out their responsibilities 

Well you just mentioned the method for purging voter rolls What else 
were key issues that came before the committee? 

Well now it s hard for me to remember because there were A lot of 
times there were issues but they didn t necessarily result in laws 
Legislation? 

being passed or adopted We had Well the other interested parties 
would be the registrars of voters of various counties They always had 
representatives at the meetings and sometimes they requested changes m 
law and so if A lot of the legislation was technical in nature not 
terribly What should I say? Not that substantive I was also interested 
though at that time That was—what?— seventy 

I have 79 80 you were chair 
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Seventy nine and 80 because reapportionment was looming and the census 
was looming and so I did spend as much time as I could trying to learn what 
was the background m terms of what that committee would be doing during 
reapportionment even though I knew I wouldn t be chairing it but I still 
thought the more I knew the better off I d be when the time came so 
Right because it did impact it of course 

I used it sort of as a mechanism for that And I really only chaired the 
committee for about a year or a year and a half and it wasn t a long period 
of time 

Well of course you mentioned Leo McCarthy and that leads into my next 
area that I wanted to talk to you about which is what was happening with 
the leadership of the assembly at that time 9 And of course first there s Leo 
McCarthy and Howard Bennan right 
Yeah 

struggling or however you want to describe it for the leadership Maybe 
you could talk about what was happening at that point 
Well my personal involvement of it And this goes back to I still 
remember It was my birthday in 1980 December 10th I got a call from 
Leo m my district office I remember and I don t remember what we talked 
about but I think I read in the paper the next day or heard somewhere that 
that same day December 10th Howard had personally told Leo that he was 
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going to challenge him for the speakership I would suspect and I m not 
really positive that Leo was thinking about running for the senate the U S 
Senate as a possibility And I think that anytime the speaker or even the 
minority leader—this happened to Paul Priolo—starts talking about running 
for another office people start jockeying for who s going to be the next 
speaker So I think part of that had something to do with it Howard was 
the majonty leader which is the top person in the leadership of the 
Democratic party after the speaker and so that whole next year Howard 
must not have had enough votes in their caucus but every morning when we 
had sessions on Mondays and Thursdays Richard Robinson would get up 
and move that the speakership be vacated and there would be this motion on 
the board motion to vacate the speakership everyday and we d have the 
other motions down below or other things of action We never really voted 
on it but during that year Leo was weakened by Howard s attack because he 
had to pacify all these different people to keep them from turning against 
him 

YATES So this was 1981 basically that this was going on 9 
RYAN That was 81 yeah 
YATES OK 

RYAN And so we were having elections Or was that 81 9 No no it was 79 
YATES I was wondering if it was 79 
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It was 79 I m wrong I m wrong It was 79 It was December of 79 then 
that I m talking about rather than 80 That s right Eighty was the year of 
battle because Willie was elected in December of 80 So that Democratic 
primary m June Leo and Howard each supported candidates that would vote 
for them for speaker and it was this bitter time of Democrat against 
Democrat where in eveiy election they d be out there with two candidates 
eating each other up In fact I think that at least one incumbent—I can t 
remember who it was—was defeated by one of the candidates that was 
backed by one of these guys so it was a very bitter time So that was June 
and then with an election coming up in November they d have to see 
whether their candidates would win That who had won the primary 
would win in the general election And so it was also a bitter election 
because they were going to throw all this money m against Republicans in 
the 80 election And in the meantime I got a call from Leo who was still 
speaker asking me if I d support him for the speakership As chair of a 
committee I d committed to supporting him for speaker He d asked for a 
commitment to support him as speaker to vote for the budget and to 
support procedural motions that came such as to vote against 
Withdrawing bills from committee and things like that And so I said to 
him If I can t support you 111 resign my chairmanship So anyway he 
wanted a commitment in the future and I said Leo 111 support you if you 
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have the majority of the votes m your caucus because I don t think 
Republican votes should decide who the speaker is I think that should be 
decided by the majority party I wouldn t want that done to a Republican 
And so But he called me later on again wanting a commitment to 
support him for speaker and he was telling me about how members of my 
own party thought I was squishy and not really a good Republican and that 
if a group of us including myself and some of the others who were sort of 
on the outs with Carol Hallett the minority leader got together we could be 
a force in the assembly and could get some rewards from the Democratic 
leadership Enticing me to support him And so I know there were about 
seven or eight others who were in that position and so after the election the 
day after the election 
The general election 7 

The general election m November we found out that Howard had the most 
votes in the Democratic Caucus not Leo Leo s candidates had not won 
And so I was on the phone with Dave Stirling who was another one who 
Leo had talked with and he said What do you think we ought to do 7 So 
we decided that we d contact the others and get together the next day up m 
San Francisco at the Airport Hilton and tiy to think through what we 
wanted to do because we didn t feel comfortable dealing with Carol We 
were sort of as I say on the outs with her We sort of didn t tell anyone we 
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were going up there that we were meeting There was a heanng at that 
time a heanng that next day up there at that hotel I think or nearby and so 
we said we were going to the heanng That s what I told my staff Got 
there and it was funny Dave just by chance asked the clerk when he 
checked in if Mike Roos was there in the hotel and she looked and she said 
No he just checked out We got the feeling that there were meetings 
going on all over the state of California [Laughter] Members were flying 
around all over trying to decide what was going on with the speakership 
battle 

So who exactly of this group met 9 You said Dave Stirling 
Who was in the group 9 There was Marian Bergeson Jean Moorhead Dave 
Stirling [David G ] Dave Kelley I know [Robert C ] Bob Frazee was 
there but Frazee didn t stay with us That s all I can remember right now 
So what did you discuss at the meeting 9 

We discussed who we were going to vote for what we were going to do if 
we didn t vote for Leo for speaker because Leo didn t have the votes And 
so there was a rumor Or maybe one of us had been contacted by 
someone in Carol s office who said that Willie was going to be a candidate 
for speaker and maybe Carol was going to support him We put m a call to 
Willie s office and asked him to call us He never returned the call There 
were more of us I really can t remember who else was m there Anyway I 
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think there were seven or eight of us 

YATES OK 

RYAN So that night we sat around talking We said Do you think Well 

Willie hasn t called us back We don t really feel comfortable having Carol 
deliver our votes And then someone says Well do you think you could 
support Howard for speaker 9 We went around the room and I said I could 
Marian said she could I guess maybe Dave Kelley said I can t because 
Howard represents too much of the farm labor movement and he was a 
rancher He just couldn t see supporting Howard 

Jean Moorhead had had this bitter election battle Berman had gone all 
out to try to defeat her with one of his candidates and she was in a district 
that was always sort of up for grabs in Sacramento It could have gone 
either way And in fact after the census in 80 she re registered as a 
Democrat because she decided she didn t get enough help from the 
Republicans and she couldn t take this battle every year from the 
Democrats—she might as well join them Anyway she said Well despite 
that temble battle I just got over I think I can still support Howard So 
anyway we decided we could support Howard And so we called him and 
we individually met with him in Sacramento and talked to him about what it 
would entail and I told him the same thing I said to Leo I said As long as 
you have the majority of votes in the caucus 111 vote for you for speaker 
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We talked about reapportionment He said I think I can be more fair in a 
way because I don t have to prove how liberal I am Willie s not as liberal 
as I am but I have a more liberal reputation so I don t really have to 
demonstrate it all the time So anyway that was m November the middle 
of November and we got back I think it was the fifth or sixth of December 
to reorganize and be sworn in and elect the speaker And at that time 
Howard had the votes but Art Tomes and Richard [J ] Alatorre had 
committed to him and they switched votes to 
YATES Willie? 

RYAN to Willle at the last minute and 

YATES Do you know why? What was the reason for it? 

RYAN Well they said that they'd always been closer to Willie and they d 

committed to Howard because they thought it was between Howard and 
Leo What their real motives are I don t know Howard had promised Art 
majority leader which is the top job in the Democratic Caucus But 
anyway they didn t and when the time for the vote came Carol and her 
minions all voted for Willie for speaker because the Berman 
people Let s see Willie didn t have enough votes within his caucus to 
get elected so he needed Republicans He needed forty one votes so 
YATES He needed those Republican votes then? 

RYAN Needed Republican votes Carol had agreed to deliver them And so here 
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are these right wing conservative guys voting for Willie Brown for speaker 
and 111 never forget sitting there listening as the roll is called Brown 
Berman Those of us who Well I was not voting and I think some of 
the others were I think maybe Jean went ahead and voted for Howard I m 
not sure at all 

Now you said you didn t vote 7 

I just said Not voting And m fact Howard came up to me on the floor 
and said You re released from supporting me 
Oh OK 

When Torres and Alatorre 
Because he knew that it was 
Yeah it was over 

Now you mentioned those of you If you think of the other people we 

can add the names I was looking through my notes but I don t have any 
further names that pop to mind You mentioned that you guys met as a 
group Now you re your own little group within the Republican Caucus so 
what was going on with the Republican Caucus as a whole 7 I mean what 
were the discussions 7 

Well Carol was talking with them I don t know if they physically met or 
not Carol was being advised at that time by [Edward J ] Ed Rollins who 
has become nationally known since that time but m those days he was her 
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chief of staff in the Republican Caucus And so I rather suspect that he was 
giving her a lot of the advice about dealing with Willie And m exchange 
for electing him speaker he agreed that she could have control over all of 
the committee appointments of the Republicans in the caucus and that there 
would be Republican vice chairs of all of the committees And I think that 
he said that she could have That Republicans could have a couple of 
chairmanships I say this because he gave her some chairmanships which 
were of committees that I think he created like Constitutional Amendments 
or something like that that weren t very important The vice 
chairmanships 

YATES So it wasn t for a standing committee 9 It was for something 
RYAN Well they were standing committees but they didn t hear many bills They 
weren t big deals and some I think had only lasted for two years or so The 
vice chairmanships had originally been awarded to freshman anyway I 
mean vice chairs were not very powerful positions 
YATES Right 

RYAN However Carol wanted to make them into something more powerful where 
they d have their own Republican staff person to work with them so they 
could challenge the Democratic staff I think she got more staff positions 
for herself so she herself gained power I mean she gamed power over me 
plus she gained more staff And so I never thought the Republicans gained 
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much out of that I think she personally did but 
YATES What about reapportionment? Did that Because that was obviously 
looming 

RYAN Well we asked Carol I guess we had a meeting of the caucus before the 
vote that we attended and I think some of us asked her if she had any 
discussions with Willie about reapportionment because that was uppermost 
in all of our minds m 1980 and we were thinking that any commitments we 
could get that would help us would be worth our votes and it seemed to be 
that electing the speakership is the most important time to get some 
commitments Carol said that Of course that s something that s non 
negotiable You can t get a commitment on reapportionment Well I 
always thought we could have gotten one from Howard but that s neither 
here nor there And then of course Oh I know What she also said 
was Well of course if Howard were the speaker for reapportionment we 
would be in real trouble because Michael Berman would be doing it 
That s Howard s brother 
YATES Right 

RYAN And so 1 sort of laughed to myself A Democrat s a Democrat s a Democrat 
you know? And guess what? Michael Berman did the reapportionment for 
Willie [Laughter] in the end and it was sort of like Carol I don t know 
if she was naive about it or she was just trying to convince us that she had 
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done the nght thing 

YATES So it sounds like then—you can correct me if Im wrong—that during this 
whole period of who was going to become speaker that the Republican 
Caucus didn t necessarily meet—all of you—as a whole and discuss this 9 
You kind of broke into these two factions 9 
RYAN You mean 

YATES You know what I m saying 9 You met with this one group It sounds like 
Carol Hallett and her group met 

RYAN What I would sort of think happened The fact that we met the next day 

was really a big event 

YATES So you did meet 9 So that s what you were saying 
RYAN I mean we met two days after the election We decided to meet 
YATES Oh oh Right OK So you did meet but this was like after you knew 
RYAN And then I think that Carol called a meeting together where I was talking 
about discussing the reapportionment and things 
YATES OK 

RYAN That may have been just before the vote but I can t remember the timing 
now or the sequence of those events And I think there may have been a 
meeting of the caucus I rather suspect Carol was meeting with her staff 
and some of the other members of her inner circle and getting advice and 
then calling some of the members I don t know that they physically got 
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together and I rather suspect that if there had been a meeting of everyone 
that we would have been notified of it and I don t remember going to any 
such meeting so I just don t I mean despite the fact that we were sort 
of on the outs I don t think that she would have done that you know? 
Although I don t know [Laughter] And I don t remember completely 
YATES Well I noticed in the newspaper articles they really played up this division 
of the Republican Caucus and that there s these group Especially the 
women I noticed they focused on you and Marian Bergeson and Jean 
Moorhead and is it Marian La Follette? Was she the fourth person m that 
group? 

RYAN Yeah but she hadnt been I dont think Marian was elected til 80 
YATES OK Well anyway in one of the articles I m thinking of I think actually 
Richard Mountjoy was commenting about the split and that you and these 
other women were going off and supporting Berman and not supporting the 
rest of the Republican Caucus basically And I was wondering what It 
sounds like from what you were saying there really was a split but I m just 
wondering what the divisions were? 

RYAN Well there was It was interesting because when Carol decided to 

challenge Paul Pnolo for the leadership and the Republican Caucus which 
was That must have been 79 because in 78 was when all the Prop 13 
[babies] All of a sudden we had all these freshmen elected 
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YATES You re right I misspoke It was you and Marian Bergeson and Jean 
Moorhead It was the three of you 
RYAN Right 
YATES OK 

RYAN And in 1979 that spring I happened to be sitting next to Stan Statham in 
Ways and Means and he started talking to me about Paul Pnolo and asking 
me what I thought about Paul and the fact that he s thinking about running 
for the U S Senate and didn 11 think that that was inappropnate for the 
minority leader to be considering running for statewide office and taking 
time away from running the caucus and all these things And I said Oh I 
don t know Stan ' My response was I figured when Paul was ready to 
announce that he was going to run that he d let us know and I was willing to 
let him decide And then after I left the meeting I started putting two and 
two together and I thought Oh my gosh I wonder if he s thinking about 
voting against Paul 7 So I tried to call Paul He was out of town and so I 
called Bruce Nestande who was sort of m the wings waiting to be If 
Paul left his position then Bruce would be the heir apparent So I call Bruce 
and told him about my conversation with Statham and I said I wonder if 
they re going to try to overthrow Paul 9 ' Anyway he called around He 
said he hadn t heard about it but he called around he d talk to me later 
Turned out yeah they were And I got sick and I was home in Sacramento 
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talking to Bruce on the phone They were going to have a caucus that 
afternoon and he had found out that Carol had the votes to beat him and I 
said Should I come m and vote for you 9 And he said No it wouldn t 
make any difference because she s got all the freshmen And we elected 
sixteen freshmen that year and I think there were only nine—I don t 
know—ten or whatever Because the year before when I got elected there 
were only twenty three Republicans total so maybe five or six didn t run so 
I don t know I guess there were thirty five of us that year So here were 
sixteen I mean there were more freshmen than there were older 
members And Carol had been elected to the Rules Committee and she 
made a point of getting acquainted with all of the freshman I realized 
beforehand and sort of bemg a den mother and giving them advice and all 
that stuff so she got Chuck Imbrecht and Stan Statham and a couple of the 
guys who were elected with me And they rounded up most of the 
freshmen except Carol I mean except Jean Moorhead Marian And 
Dave Kelley was another He voted for her but he changed his mind 
[William R ] Bill Leonard There were a few other freshmen that didn t 
support her move But afterwards I remember getting together and Dave 
Kelley maybe it was when we were in Sacramento said You know I 
should have realized something was wrong when all you women voted 
against her [Laughter] Should have known better So it was sort of 
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like And it wasn t something that Jean and Marian and I ever planned it 
was just that we really didn t support her and so Carol was quite 
vindictive towards most of them She was not She and I sort of had a 
relationship established because we were elected at the same time 
YATES I see 

RYAN And I had also gotten leadership positions committee chairmanship 
assignments which gave me a certain amount of 
YATES Independence*? 

RYAN Yes and prestige m the caucus Of course this came from Leo so I had my 
own access to him and at that time he detested her 
YATES Now why did you not support Carol Hallett and support Paul Priolo*? 
RYAN Well Paul was the minority leader at that time I didn t see any reason to 
throw him out of office 
YATES OK 

RYAN I felt that what she was doing was uncalled for and I didn t see any reason to 
change the leadership at that point 
YATES So it wasn t necessarily their politics per se*? 

RYAN It never is you know*? The funny thing is the leadership 
YATES It s about hierarchy 

RYAN It has to do with all sorts of strange things It s like the battle between 
Howard and Leo was not over ideology and we sort of laugh about that 
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It seems ironic 

Leadership battles are not over ideology They re over all sorts of other 
things although this was It turned out to be ideological in the sense that 
Carol was able to Got all the votes of these new members most of 
whom were very conservative and so 
This is the Prop 13 

She became more conservative Carol was not that conservative in the 
beginning She represented a rural area but 
Yeah she was from San Luis Obispo light'? 

Yeah and she looked at herself as representing the farm vote and 
agriculture and that was her major interest In fact when she ran for the 
Rules Committee she came to me and said she wanted my vote for Rules 
and she said there s no one on the Rules Committee that represents the 
agricultural interest And I said Carol why should I vote for you for that 
reason*? I said I come from a city [Laughter] And so the two of us sort 
of didn t agr ee on a lot of things 

After she got to be leader she came waltzing into my office and said I 
want you to sign tins It was sort of like a loyalty pledge that you would 
support the leader and all this stuff And I looked at it and I said Carol 
She said I want to bring the caucus together And I said Carol I 
think this action s more divisive than anything else you could do I don t 
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really see this as a healing mechanism These things weren t really 
personal I just disagreed with her and I You know Marian and I were 
seatmates and she would feel Carol could punish her more than she 
could punish me and so I was sort of independent until 
YATES Well that leads to my next question 
RYAN Willie got elected speaker 

YATES OK Willie Brown becomes speaker And so now tins is early 81 right 
when this all gets resolved 9 And Carol Hallett is majority leader 9 
RYAN Minority 

YATES Im sorry minonty leader so Now how does that impact you m terms 
of your committee assignments and your general functioning 9 
RYAN Oh well I got a call from Willie a couple of weeks after m mid December 
I was m Washington D C and he tracked me down People can always 
track you down and 
YATES They know where you are 9 

RYAN He said I want I was at a Republican legislator s conference with 

Pnolo and a few other Republican members and he said I called to let you 
know that you re not going to be reappointed chairman of Local 
Government Your leader recommended Bob Frazee for that post and I m 
going to have a press conference announcing the new chairmanships in 
about an hour And so I thanked him for calling but I said I was expecting 
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this to happen I knew that Carol wouldn t be recommending me Then he 
said I want you to continue being a productive member of the house so 
after session reconvenes in January let s talk about a select committee for 
you And I said OK 
A chair position 9 

Yeah not a standing but a select committee because that gives you a staff 
person basically So I thought about what kind of a select committee would 
I like to have And so then I put in my request for a committee to sit on 
that I wanted to be on Don t remember what they were now 
The standing committees 9 

Yeah So the committee assignments when they came out I had five 
committees when m the past I had three I had five committees none of 
them not one committee was one I d asked for 
Right I have the list here of what you ended up on 
I was on Housing and Community Development [Committee] Human 
Services [Committee] Labor [and Employment Committee] Was I on Rev 
and Tax at the end 9 

Well that s what was in the final history 

And Utilities and Energy which was a new committee which was kind of 
fun Gordon [W ] Duffy chaired it so that was kind of But it wasn t 
one I asked for So anyway I guess I was on Rev and Tax Maybe I did 
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ask for that Anyway 

YATES But basically you didn t get any of the ones you wanted 9 

RYAN Basically there wasn t really much I And those other committees were 
just horrible I mean Labor A Republican on Labor 9 You know which is 
not 

YATES This is Labor and Employment 9 

RYAN Yeah but the issues all relate to the unions and Human Services is all 
welfare and Housing is public housing and stuff And so it was 
not You know those weren t exactly issues that I was involved in And 
so after session started I started calling leaving messages for Willie to call 
me and after I had tried to reach him two or three times I was getting 
perplexed so one day during session I went up to him on the floor and said 
I ve been trying I ve been waiting for you to return my phone calls I 
want to talk to you about that select committee And he said Oh I 
thought I returned your calls and I said no and he said Well let s meet in 
my office after session s over and talk about it So I said OK After 
session was over we went back to his office and so I told him I had been 
thinking about my select committee and I was interested m something to do 
with county government or coastal issues So he said Well have you 
talked to your leader 9 and I said 'Oh is it up to Carol as to whether I get a 
select committee chairmanship 9 And he said Well no I appoint the 
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committees but I m not sure exactly but in so many words he said that 
he was running this very bipartisan house and that I complained and 
said that I didn t think it was bipartisan and I was certainly being punished 
because of the fact that I had not voted the way Carol wanted me to And 
he said Oh no I don t give her any authority to be vindictive over 
members And I said What do you mean vindictive 9 Gosh here I am I 
didn t get a chairmanship of a committee I lost my seat on Ways and 
Means I got five committees none of which I really wanted to be sitting 
on You re telling me that this is this bipartisan non vindictive house 9 I 
don t agree with you And I said Well if you want my vote for the budget 
you re going to have to ask Carol for it I think you better go to her when it 
comes time to get your budget votes but don t come to me and I stomped 
out of the room [Laughter] I was so Afterwards I was proud of 
myself and Im sure Willie was too because he was the sort of 

[End Tape 6 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 6 Side B] 

RYAN So anyway after that encounter I gave it some further thought and I 

thought I went up to Carol and said Carol I need your help because 
the speakers been telling me that I could have a select committee 
chairmanship but I can t seem to get him to focus on it If you d just put in a 
good woid for me I d appreciate it And she said Oh what kind of 
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committee are you interested in? And I said Well Id really like to look 
at county government or coastal issues with the Coastal Commission And 
so she said OK Well it wasnt much later maybe the next week or so 
Richie Ross who was one of the speaker s lieutenants came knocking on 
my door and said that I was going to get a staff person for a Select 
Committee on County Government and he said that the staff person was 
coming from the speakers allocation of staff not the minority leaders not 
Carol s So she had no say over who I hired as a staff person 
I see 

And there was some victory m that And then Richie said to me And this 
is the last staff person he s going to assign because he s reached the quota 
Also you can have a better office I had been assigned to this miserable 
little office and here I had been used to having this big office as chair of a 
committee for the last I m in this little office There s no room for file 

cabinets It s a freshman s office which My secretaries are scrunched 
together in the front He said Well you can have the office across the hall 
if you want and there was room for two staff offices and a window I was 
looking out on the interior and now I could look out at the Capitol Park and 
all that stuff Anyway 
So you established some independence? 

Yes some independence and something that gave me something to do that 
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year 

YATES What were the activities of that select committee that you focused on? 

RYAN The county government I didn t really get started with it until the end of the 
year because I At the time I got it it was March or so and then I had to 
find a staff person and it was really difficult to find someone that I could 
afford that was up on issues and stuff And so I didn t get a staff person for 
a while and then the woman I hired I had to sort of bring along and train 
and she and I worked together that summer and then I got a committee 
together We started havmg some hearings on issues of county 
government I can t remember now what the issues were 

I was always interested in the role of county government as the 
administrative arm of the state still am and feel that it s an area that needs 
to be changed in the state of California And the fact that the counties 
deliver municipal services in the unincorporated area and allow this 
unlimited development to go on and then the poor people have to get 
together and form a city with putting together the disaster that the county 
had made of zone changes and stuff like that And I d learned that myself 
from incorporating Rancho Palos Verdes and found that it was consistent m 
other areas of the state Maybe San Diego was different but you see it here 
in Orange County After about fifty or sixty thousand people finally have 


all these subdivisions then they have to try to put together a city that s got 
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some focal point and build a community It s not a good way to run 

government So anyway it s a problem and it still is 

Well let me turn to the subject of elections now and I want to focus on the 

1982 campaign m particular I thought maybe you could take a couple of 

minutes to talk about the 78 and 80 campaigns maybe in terms of how they 

compared with your initial election to the assembly in 1976 

Oh no comparisons In 78 no primary opposition 

Right 

However that was the year of Prop 13 and even though I wasn t a 
candidate I still was a politician and I was out going to political parties I 
remember going to Republican party events I can still remember there 
was one party in Rolling Hills—I can t remember now who put it 
together—but my position on Proposition 13 was known that I opposed it 
and I was getting all sorts of flack And at this particular party In fact I 
hadn t even wanted to go because I think it was some group that I knew was 
supporting Prop 13 and my staff Ann [Nielsen] said Oh you ve got to 
go Marilyn because she had gone 
That s right because the Prop 13 election was in June 
Yeah the Prop 13 And I was getting a lot of flack And tins one I 
thought I was going to get pushed into the swimming pool This one man 
said You goddamn Democrat You re nothing but a Democrat Marilyn 
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Ryan 

YATES Wow 

RYAN I was standing m line for food and this man started after me about my 
opposition to Prop 13 and I started telling him that it s going to be very 
destructive to local government Property tax is the mechanism by which 
we fund our schools and cities and they 11 just have to go the state to get 
their money It s going to destroy local government and that s why I m 
opposed to it And then I said there are other ways to address the tax issue 
Then I told him what I had been doing on indexing the income tax 
legislation on the inheritance tax and so he was impressed He said Well 
why doesn t this get out 9 And I said Well we try to get the papers to 
print that and I'd be happy to get together and talk with anyone about some 
of my basic attitudes about taxes I am concerned about taxation but I don t 
think Proposition 13 is a good initiative I said Im not campaigning 
against it I said I m simply saying I m one vote out of My vote s 
equal to yours and my vote s going to be no and whatever prevails " But of 
course it s not viewed that way in an initiative Anyway that was a sort of 
wild campaign 

YATES Of course it passed in June so you made it through the primary 

RYAN Right then the opposition I had among the Democrats was weak I think it 


was 


I can t even remember Mark Wirth ran against me once 
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That was in 80 I have in 78 it was Dave Helgevold Is that how you 
pronounce it 9 

Yeah I don t even remember him 

But what about Prop 13 coming up as an issue once it had passed 9 Were 
you still having to tackle that as a 

Oh well of course once it passed I mean we were up in Sac[ramento] 

I was busy trying to figure out how to keep the cities in 

But it didn t come up as an issue in your campaigning 9 

In the campaign 9 Not from the Democrats no 

So it was leading up to the June primary that it was the hot topic 9 

Well yes It never really became It was never really an issue I mean a 

public issue or a publicized issue I m sure that people remembered 

probably that I had opposed it Im not even sure of that but because the 

district was made up of all this coastal property that people were really 

victims of the property tax and it turned out that my district I think was 

number two m the state in terms of yes on [Proposition] 13 votes 

Wow 

So Proposition 13 was a big issue Whether I was tied to it before my 1982 
election or not I m not sure because it was not really ever something that I 
was publicly attacked for 

OK So it was really m the 78 election 9 Or the point that it was 
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It was m the primary and just having But it had nothing to do with 
public attacks in the papers or anything like that I did speak once at a 
forum in opposition to it with some people from the schools I mean all the 
school board members all the council members we were all opposed to 
Proposition 13 And the governor Well it was Jerry Brown but I mean 
Deukmejian Ken Maddy I mean all my friends in that legislature were 
opposed to it Bob Beverly my senator supported it much to my chagrin 
but he was political But anyway it was a very interesting time 
Now what about the 1980 campaign 9 

And the 80 campaign was again no primary opposition and the general 
against Mark was easy The Democrats who ran against me all three tunes 
were nice guys We never had a bitter election or anything The odds were 
that I was going to win and so they sort of They couldn t raise any 
money Wed have some candidates meetings and that would be about it 
You know we got along OK so I have no reason to attack them and they 
had no reason to attack me particularly So anyway they weren t really very 
competitive elections because the registration m the district was so 
Republican 

OK so now talk about 1982 Things change in 1982 

So in 82 reapportionment was the culprit because [Gerald N ] Jerry 

Felando was a Republican and he represented the district adjacent to mine 
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winch was a Democratic district and he had defeated Vincent Thomas who 
was the long long longtime representative of that area in San Pedro A 
badge is named after him I think he was The minor was or I heard a 
story that he was Felando s godfather They were all Yugoslavian all 
Yugoslav I mean Felando Thomas whatever Anyway the district at that 
time was quite Democratic Wilmington and San Pedro They had east 
Torrance and I had west Torrance and the beach towns and so when they 
drew the distnct they redrew the lines We all knew they would collapse 
his distnct and he wouldnt have a district And so the question was who 
would get most of his district and where would they put the lines 9 Would 
his house be in my distnct or in one of the other distncts 9 So they cut up 
the distnct gave part of it to Long Beach and part of it to Wilmington and 
then part of it to mine Most of the new district was mine Over half 60 
percent or more was made up of my distnct and so it still is a Republican 
distnct And they drew the line just barely including his house 
Reapportionment is such a temble thing because when the maps come out 
you don t have time They push it through There are no heanngs or 
nothing after the lines are drawn They have all these heanngs beforehand 
which are perfunctory because Or they did then anyway 

One night about eight o clock we were in session late I didn t have my 
glasses on and I saw the sergeants at aims wheeling in these trays and I 
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thought Oh it looks like they re bringing food into the lounge And then 
I realized that the trays were stacked with like booklets pamphlets stacked 
together And they were distributed on our desks and it was the 
reapportionment of our congressional delegation And we went through it 
and the maps were drawn with The lines were drawn on the maps with 
felt tipped pens so you weren t even sure what street was in it And so I 
looked at my congressional district to try to figure out what my new 
congressional district is made of You couldn t figure it out And guess 
what 7 The vote came up Forty one Democrats voted for it and that was 
the end of reapportionment And so that s the way ours went When it 
came to the assembly and Im looking trying to figure out where the lines 
are drawn in my distnct and it was drawn Yeah it looked liked Jerry s 
house was m my district Sure enough it was So that was 
in Whatever I can t even remember what part of the year it was 
However it was such a blatantly Democratic reapportionment because both 
houses and the governor were Democrats The Republicans had nothing to 
say about unless Carol Unless some of them did some back 
Backroom dealing 7 

Backroom dealing that I was unaware of I don t know 

So once you knew what the lines were for the distnct what happened 7 

Well what happened was the lines came out but then the Republican party 
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circulated a petition of referendum to prevent that law from going into 
effect The vote on that referendum was scheduled for June of 1982 and 
according to the law—well I thought—if it s been set for referendum it s 
not the law anymore Well it went to the [California] Supreme Court and 
in January of that year the Supreme Court came down with a decision four 
to three that we would run in the new districts that were in the 
reapportionment so it supposedly isn t law yet rather than the existing 
district lines Well I had in my little illogical mind never believed that the 
court would do that Willie was quoted later as saying Well Rosie and 
the Supremes 1 took care of us and they really did So guess what 9 It 
wasn t until January that that decision came down and the election was 
going to be in the first week in June 
YATES So this is January of 82 then 9 

RYAN Yeah so I had February March April May four months to campaign m a 
new district and it was a nasty campaign Felando was a nasty campaigner 
a nasty man Allan Hoffenblum ran his campaign Allan had run against me 
m the initial primary 
YATES Yeah m 76 

RYAN Yeah 76 And he was also a tough campaigner 
YATES And who did you have for your campaign manager 9 


1 Chief Justice Rose E Bird and the associate justices 
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RYAN I had Joe Shumate 

YATES OK 

RYAN It was the first time I had him I had Bob Gouty m my prior campaigns 
Kind of wish I d had Bob in that last one 

YATES And what was your strategy? 

RYAN Their strategy was to make me look like I wasn t a good Republican 

Interestingly enough Ann Nielsen who was my campaign manager and I 
had a surreptitious meeting with Michael Berman one Saturday afternoon to 
pick his brains as to what kind of If he were running a campaign 

against me 

YATES What would his strategy be? 

RYAN What would his strategy be? And he said Well my strategy would be to 
make you look like the most liberal person on the face of the earth People 
will think What happened to this nice lady we elected to the assembly and 
who became this flaming Communist? [Laughter] And we were sort of 
like Uh yeah So that was obvious The obvious strategy was to make 
me look like not a good Republican And that started with a letter signed by 
Howard Jarvis to celebrate the fourth anniversary of Proposition 13 and 
defeat Marilyn Ryan signed by Howard Jarvis It didn t even mention Jerry 
Felando in it 

YATES Yeah Now remind me at that point roughly what were the percentages of 
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the party membership for the district 9 Was it a heavily Republican district 9 
RYAN Oh yes it always had been It still was a Republican 
YATES It still was 9 OK 
RYAN Yeah it still was 
YATES So that hadn t changed 9 

RYAN No that hadn t No m fact what the Democrats would do is that they would 
put all the Republicans m one district so then they could have more 
Democratic districts to divide up outside 
YATES And fewer Republicans 

RYAN So they took all the Republicans out of Felando s old district and put them 
in mine 

YATES Now what was your strategy to deal with Felando s campaign 9 
RYAN Well it was to try to attack him but I can t really say that there was a 
consistent strategy To make me look like a responsible 
assemblywoman and I think to try to make him look irresponsible Tough 
to do I mean it shouldn t have been tough to do A lot of reacting I think 
as I look back on it And I was busy too I mean it was during session and 
so I had Ann and Joe did most of the tactics and stuff and then only 
talked to me on the broader questions and stuff It turned out that Jerry 
came down all the time He would come up to Sacramento on Monday 
morning and then come back down to distnct the rest of the week He 
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didnt go to any committee hearings or do anything in Sacramento he just 
came down and campaigned the last month or so And I was too good of a 
Girl Scout to do that Probably looking back on it I might have done I 
might have won if I had gone down more often I didn t lose by very many 
votes 

It was quite close I have the 

I think it was about 1200 or so that he got more than I had And it was 
attributed to a lot of things It was a low turnout election and the people 
who didn t vote would have been Marilyn Ryan voters So I m not sure that 
the strategy was wrong it was just a combination of a lot of things—that 
the part of Torrance that was Jerry s district people were more conservative 
and not as likely to support me 

I have you had 48 4 percent and Jerry Felando had 516 percent 
Oh I thought I had 49 5 

Well this is the secretary of state s Statement of Vote There are the 

numbers 

Fifteen hundred 

Yeah so it was close 

Yeah 1500 out of 45 000 Again I could see where if just a few more 
votes had come out m certain areas I would have won However Im also 
rather philosophical about it in that if it was that close so many things done 
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differently could have made a difference Maybe that s the way it was 
meant to be And given the climate in the assembly that past two years and 
what was on the horizon was not very appealing I mean I was not going to 
be chair of a committee again I was not going to be the same kind of 
representative that I had been the first two terms 
YATES Now what happened m terms of your fund raising and your supporters 7 
How did you Did that continue as it had or were you 
RYAN Oh I had no problem raising money In fact I raised $175 000 for that last 
campaign which was just exactly what we had targeted And I spent 
$170[ 000] I was always very proud of myself that I could figure out 
We d figure out a budget m terms of the election what we wanted to do 
what it was going to cost and I d go raise it And I always kept within it 
Jerry ended up spending $175 000 and would you believe he was $100 000 
in debt at the end of the election 7 So we both had spent the same amount 
but I had raised the money In fact the people in Sacramento were very 
supportive I had no problem I mean he really had a bad reputation 
among people who knew him I mean they came to me and just you 
know 

YATES So why do you think he won 7 

RYAN Oh he won because in a Republican primary the conservative people vote 
and not the moderate Republicans And I was not the darling of the 
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conservatives and I realize that looking back that I won in the beginning in 
a Republican primary against three other candidates so the votes were split 
up And for the first time I was put m a Republican race one on one m a 
one on one race I was lucky to do as well as I did because I think that 
there were people who never really liked me and I probably wasn t aware of 
this because it never came up but they probably voted grudgingly for me in 
the general if they voted at all But I think there were some people that just 
didn t like me And that s interesting because you learn It wasn t that 
they didn t like me because they didn t know who I was personally they 
didn t like what I stood for They didn t like what Marilyn Ryan stood for 
so 

YATES Well maybe you could tie that into what was going on with the Republican 
Caucus or the Republican party however you want to delineate it m terms 
of supporting you And I m thinking more m terms of OK you have Jerry 
Felando and then you have you and you re both members of the assembly 
And how does that play out in terms of support for your election 9 

RYAN Well the caucus was divided There were a lot of members who felt I was 
too liberal of a Republican and that they were more in tune with Jerry and 
his philosophy on guns and abortions and stuff like that Those were a 
couple of issues Oh I don t know I think they just didn t like me Marian 
[Bergeson] and I shared some of that And they re always telling me how I 
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should vote and all that stuff and I thought I know my district I don t 
have to listen to you And so Jerry did get some of the members of the 
caucus The chairman of the caucus was Who was it at that time 1 ? 
Was it Mountjoy 9 Anyway Mountjoy and [Don] Sebastiani signed a letter 
that was mailed out It was the chairman the president and the secretary of 
the Republican Caucus saying Marilyn votes with Jerry Brown When her 
colleagues need her they can t depend on her Well the only reason they 
said that was because I had voted for the budget and so because I voted for 
the budget it was this homble thing because You know Jerry [Felando] 
had never voted for the budget Well Carol had voted for the budget A lot 
of people vote for the budget It was just that that happened to be one of the 
issues that they decided to attack me on was the fact Hold on 
[Interruption] 

Well political attacks m mailings aren t necessarily real or whatever and I 
was able to get Well I was furious when the mailing came out from the 
caucus signed by the leadership in the caucus because I felt that that was 
They weren t supposed to endorse or take sides in a party election And 
so I tried to get some of the members to repudiate what had happened and 
did Marian La Follette and Gordon Duffy a bunch of the people were 
upset with the fact that they had publicly done it but the mail had gone out 
YATES I was going to say the damage was done 
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RYAN The damage is done In candidates meetings I could respond to things like 
that to some of the charges and that might be earned in the newspaper but 
not everybody reads the newspaper And I just think that a lot of the 
charges built on the perception that I was not a good Republican I mean 
you might have seen the one that I was really angry at the one mailing he 
did showing me receiving a check Looks like someone s handing me a 
check and it was a campaign contnbution from an attorney at Manatt 
Phelps [and Phillips] law firm 

YATES Yes I did see that in your materials 

RYAN And [Charles] Manatt was head of the Democratic party They used that 
against me However the guy who signed the check was a Republican 
member of the firm Another friend of mine who was an attorney had sold 
him a ticket to a fund raiser of mine two tickets and that s where the check 
came from you know 9 

YATES Yeah 

RYAN And so you can explain that at a candidates meeting but you can t That 
was just a Hoffenblum campaign 

YATES Now at the local level what if anything was going on in terms of 
Republican party support 9 Like club or 

RYAN Well again officially the organizations arent supposed to get involved 

Again I was never very popular among the Republican establishment in my 
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district I tried to get along with the women m the [California Federation of 
Republican Women] The ruling group in charge felt I was too liberal and I 
think they felt more comfortable supporting a man and so a lot of them 
individually worked for Jerry against me I had always appointed the 
president of the [California Federation of Republican Women] as a delegate 
to the state convention Republican convention and had gone to all their 
events and tried to get to know them but I always felt that there was this 
suspicion that they felt towards me 

The other clubs Deane Dana was chairman of the [Republican 
Central Committee of Los Angeles County] Deane was a very close fined 
of Bob Beverly s and was viewed as a moderate Republican by other people 
in the state and he ran for the [Los Angeles County] Board of Supervisors 
in 1980 against my friend Yvonne Burke Yvonne had been appointed by 
Jerry Brown and was running for the first time for election in a district that 
was probably majority white And Deane came to me and asked me if I d 
support him for supervisor and I told lum that I was not going to take a 
position m the race because I d gone to high school with Yvonne and we ve 
known each other for many years and I didn t feel that I felt that if I 
came out against her that I'd be looked at as being—I can t think of it—sort 
of a traitor I mean making a very crass political move And so I felt 
that I said There s no way I d feel comfortable supportmg you over 
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m the state and he ran for the [Los Angeles County] Board of Supervisors 
m 1980 against my friend Yvonne Burke Yvonne had been appointed by 
Jerry Brown and was running for the first time for election m a district that 
was probably maj onty white And Deane came to me and asked me if I d 
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position m the race because Id gone to high school with Yvonne and we ve 
known each other for many years and I didn t feel that I felt that if I 
came out against her that I d be looked at as being—I can t think of it—sort 
of a traitor I mean making a very crass political move And so I felt 
that I said There s no way I d feel comfortable supporting you over 
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someone I ve known for that many years But I said If you win I expect 
to work with you and I expect that you 11 treat me better in the future as a 
Republican elected official because I d always felt that he and the central 
committee had also looked down on me I just really felt that they didn t 
like me in some ways because I had not been a member of the club before I 
got elected I think with many of them Deane probably as much as any 
and his wife Because I d come from the League of Women Voters and 
local government and I 

You hadn t worked up the ranks of the Republican party 9 
Right and I hadn t done any Republican work and all I d done was I 
had been a registered Republican I was a Republican in name only and I 
really didn t deserve to win So that plus the fact that I was looked at as a 
moderate Republican Although after it was all over I remember Bob 
telling me once that his wife who had supported Jerry Hilby against me m 
the primary said to Bob a couple of years later You know I was really 
wrong The people were right Marilyn is a much better assembly member 
than Jerry would ever have been And so there were a number of people 
that did become big supporters of mine 
When you say Bob you mean Bob Beverly 9 

Yeah Bob Beverly His wife supported me over Felando but Bob made no 


endorsement 
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OK 

And so there were a number of people who did come I can t say that they 
all were always against me There were a number of people who 
were—what should I say 9 —open minded [Laughter] Anyway it was 
not I hated going to the state central committee meetings The people 
who went were all the conservative people in the state and I would try to 
appoint delegates that were sort of moderate and more to my way of 
thinking and we never could figure out what to do when we got there 
except I did appoint this one neat young man Andrew [J ] Littlefair He 
was a student at SC and he was president of something I don t know if it 
was his student body or his class Tall good looking guy Those activist 
women all thought he was wonderful He figured out what to do at the 
conventions I don t know what he did but he made all these contacts and 
after he graduated from USC he went back to Washington [D C ] and was 
an advance pei son for [President Ronald W ] Reagan [Laughter] Sol 
don t know Andrew did well He ended up running for Congress and 
losing I think to Dana Rohrabacher in the primary But anyway it was not 
all bad 

Well why don t we wrap it up for today because I think this is a good 
stopping point And then next when we meet we can talk about some of the 
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activities you ve been involved m since you left the assembly How does 
that sound 9 
[End Tape 6 Side B] 
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[Session 5 March 30 2001] 

[Begin Tape 7 Side A] 

YATES OK let s get started So let s see last time we met we basically ended up 
the session with the end of the 1982 election primary election in which 
Gil—excuse me—Jerry Felando won and so you lost your seat to the 
assembly So I thought maybe what we could to today is turn to some of 
the activities you were involved in after you left office And of course I 
know you were appointed to be director of the California Arts Council m 
1983 So why don t you tell me what led to your appointment to that 
position 

RYAN Well after I lost the primary in—what 9 —the first part of June I was in the 
position of having to find a job because I d been divorced My divorce had 
become final I think about six months before then and I needed to support 
myself Interesting how that motivates you compared to when you re 
mamed [Laughter] And so 

YATES I m sorry when did you get divorced 9 

RYAN The divorce was final the December before I lost the election December of 
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81 I lost the election in June of 82 And I had talked with Bruce Nestande 
about an appointment with someone in Washington [DC] I wasn t really 
sure that I wanted to take an appointment in Washington but I was just 
cunous to know what might be available Bruce was very close to [Michael 
K ] Mike Deaver who was in the White House with President Reagan 
YATES Right 

RYAN And I had met Mike and so Bruce said that he d put in a He d talk to 
Deaver about a job for me an appointment It was in June—I can t 
remember Maybe a couple of weeks later I got a call from the White 
House from [Joseph] Joe Ryan who was one of the appointments people 
under Helene Von Damm who had been with Reagan in Sacramento and 
who was head of appointments And he said that they had cleared some 
time on [Edwin L ] Ed Meese [HI] s desk on Monday afternoon Could I 
come to Washington 9 This is on a Thursday I said Well if I can get 
reservations 111 be there 
YATES Did you know what for 9 

RYAN No I had no idea what it was for and I didn t ask And so he said OK 
well be here at nine o clock on Monday morning and 111 meet with you 
So I said OK So I made reservations on a plane for Sunday Made 
reservations at the Jefferson [Hotel] I d heard from several people that that 
was a good place to stay and it was close to the White House So got there 
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Monday morning took a cab went over to the Old Executive Office 
Building on the comer of I can t remember what comer it was Cab lets 
me out I walk in and here s a marine or somebody—it was a guard 
standing there—and I said I m Marilyn Ryan and I have an appointment 
with Joe Ryan And so he said all right He looks me up I guess in the 
computer and I went in 

And it was quite a day I met with Joe Ryan He talked to me for a 
while then he took me into see Helene Von Damm head of appointments 
and she said something about She acted as if she knew me and she said 
Of course you know Ed*? Ed Meese*? I said Well I don t think we ever 
met And so she said Well they know you And so I think part of this 
had to do with the fact that they were all from California and they knew 
what And I probably had a reputation or something And so Helene 
acted as if she knew me and Of course they all know you I was sort of 
surprised They had set up interviews for me to go and see different people 
which I did who were in the building And then I spent some time with 
Ryan talking to him had lunch Then after lunch I sort of walked around 
because I remembered my appointment wasn t until like three Oh and I 
stopped m a couple of offices of people I know and again people from 
California that were there So then I asked how do I get to the White House 
from the Old Executive Office Building*? So they told me Well you go 
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down to —I cant remember now— the second floor You go out the 
double doors walk across the alley and there s the entrance to the White 
House And I said OK Now I had no badge nothing I m wandering 
around you know? So I go about a quarter to three I thought 

YATES I m surprised somebody didn t walk you over 

RYAN Well I know 1 And I m wandering around I was just wandering around the 
Old Executive Office Building So anyway I did as told I went through 
the double doors I walked across the alley and I saw these men sitting 
there in uniform and I said I m Marilyn Ryan and I have an appointment 
with Ed Meese at three o clock And they said Oh we re the dnvers 
[Laughter] and You 11 have to go up the steps So I go up the steps and 
here s this marine standing there and I said I m Marilyn Ryan I have an 
appointment at three o clock with Ed Meese And he says OK They call 
his office The guy calls his office In like a minute Meese s secretary 
arrives escorts me in to sit down in the White House reception room Big 
reception room And of course I m trying to take it all in so that 111 never 
forget what its like to sit in his reception room outside where the Oval 
Office is and all that stuff Oh I know One of the things that So I 
called Shirley [ ] a woman who was working for Mike Deaver who had 
worked with Bruce Nestande She had been Bruce s secretary along with a 
woman named Beth [Moore Smith] And when Maxine my secretary 
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retired Beth came to be my secretary She had been cabinet secretary for 
Reagan at one time before she worked for Bruce and Shirley was going to 
come and be my second secretary She volunteered for Reagan that 
summer and when he won she went to the White House 

YATES I see 

RYAN And so Beth and she would talk weekly about the White House But the 
connection was Bruce and Reagan and all that stuff So anyway I called 
Shirley and told her I was going to be over at the White House So she said 
after my interview to call her after I was through with Ed Meese and she d 
give me a tour So I said OK Anyway so I m sitting there waiting and at 
three o clock they call me into Ed Meese s office and Helene s there and the 
three of us start talking and we just sort of chitchatted about California and 
about my experiences m the legislature And I guess they asked me some 
questions about [James G ] Jim Watt and environmental issues and how Id 
voted on certain things mainly having to do with environmental issues 
knowing that I had a reputation of being a moderate Republican on 
environmental issues However I d really never been involved in anything 
against Watt or against Reagan or anything I d never been identified with 
that And so fifteen minutes after the interview was up So then I met 
Shirley She took me around We couldn t go into the Oval Office because 
the president was there but she took me into the Cabinet Room and showed 
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me were everybody s offices were 
YATES Sounds like quite an experience 

RYAN Oh it was fun 1 And it was like But what was shocking to me was how 
small the area is And I realized that I mean Shirley when she would 
talk to Beth would always comment on how she d seen How frequently 
she saw the president Well there s no way you can avoid bumping into 
people if you re back there I mean it s just this tiny office And the offices 
are tiny too Anyway so that was a very wonderful experience 

So as I m leaving Shirley took me to the door where I came m and I was 
to go back to the Old Executive Office Building go out that way I ran 
into [Edward J ] Ed Rollins and Ed Rollins had been Carol Hallett s chief of 
staff for the caucus and we had not been on the same side in the Republican 
Caucus when I was there And I had not bothered to contact Ed that I was 
going to be there and I think he was surprised to see me walking out with 
Shirley He said Oh you have to come by and see me And I said Oh 
thank you And of course he became Reagan s political adviser at that time 
so that was why he was there and he had an office m the Old Executive 
Office Building 

So anyway I went back to the hotel By that time it was like four thirty 
or five o clock and I got a telephone call from Joe Ryan telling me that I 
had They needed someone who had administrative experience not 
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policy because they were going to replace The guy who was number 
two to Jim Watt at the Department of Interior was going to be leaving He 
[Donald Paul Hodel] ended up I think going to become head of [the 
Department of] Energy or something and they wanted somebody to take his 
place to run the Department of Intenor not to be a policy person I m a 
policy person and I never really thought about that 
Did you have any idea what they were interviewing you for 9 
No no 

They never said anything 9 

No no Never asked me It was just all very mysterious I don t know 
maybe I should have asked but yeah I sort of had this feeling 
Well it sounds like an awkward situation 

[It was] wide open to see what was going to happen And then I had made 
an appointment with someone at the Department of Education I forget 
Maybe HUD [Department of Housing and Urban Development] the next 
day And I can t remember if I went home on Tuesday or Wednesday And 
I also had a friend who was head of the National Transportation Safety 
Board and so I went to see her and her office was at the FAA [Federal 
Aviation Administration] office Or was it at the Department of 
Transportation 9 She had this magnificent huge office and here I d been at 
the White House with these little cramped offices And I went to see her 
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and she was on the top floor with a view of the monuments and 
all Very luxurious accommodations I thought What a difference In 
the size of the office I mean So that was sort of my Washington 
experience I would not have gone to Washington I interviewed at the 
Department of Education but it wasn t very interesting Plus I wouldn t 
have gone unless it was something important and I really am a policy 
person so I didn t feel that I was being turned down for anything wrong with 
me necessanly I just didn t have the qualifications 

So that out of the way I was still contacting different places—executive 
search forms and sending my resume and making phone calls and stuff like 
that Not sure what I could find I had been close to Deukmejian had 
supported me over Felando in that primary and it was the same time he was 
in a tough primary with Mike Curb 
YATES For the governor*? 

RYAN For the governorship And I was the only Republican who he endorsed in 
that primary election anywhere throughout the state so it was 
quite Well I thought it was very good of him to do that 
YATES Did you know him very well*? 

RYAN Oh yeah because he had been in the legislature 
YATES Sure 

RYAN I mean not real well but we knew each other 
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Well enough 

Well enough that I was comfortable with him In fact after Proposition 13 
that June election he was on a plane Well Carol Hallett had a fund 
raiser and she wanted everybody to come to the fund raiser She was 
having Reagan there She arranged for private planes to fly us all anyone 
who would go from Sacramento to Paso Robles or wherever it was going to 
be And so I went and on the plane with me were Deukmejian Ken Maddy 
I think Bruce Nestande and Stan Statham In 78 in the primary Ken had 
run for governor and of course was well known m that community or in that 
part of the country and George had just won the primary for attorney 
general 
OK 

During the flight we were talking about the battle scars we had taken for 
opposing Proposition 13 because wed all opposed Proposition 13 
[Laughter] And so Ken was telling about how difficult it was for him and 
George was talking about how difficult it had been for him with the 
Republican women and all these different groups and all that stuff And so 
here we were soil of beat up And we got off the plane and there were some 
radio people there reporters and they recognized Ken Of course he s so 
good looking you can t help but recognize him Walked off the plane and 
so they all sort of got around him and started asking him questions and then 
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they After they finished their interviews with him they turned around 
and they realized there was George who had just won the attorney general 
primary They said Oh Senator Deukmejian And they looked at me 
and they said And are you Mrs Deukmejian 7 [Laughter] And I said 
No Im Assemblywoman Ryan So that was one incident that George and 
I I was introduced They thought I was his wife 

So anyway back to George So I did know him plus we had become 
friends He had a very different He was a very different person from 
how he came across m the press I d always thought of him as being this 
I guess because he was identified so strongly with the death penalty and 
crime issues and things like that that he had this really sort of tough or 
whatever I don t know And he s really a very gentle person and much 
more moderate than you would think on 
YATES Than he came across 9 

RYAN On many issues Than he came across And some of us talked about that 
and how we could help him in his election to appear not like the Iron 
Duke I remember one of the guys said [Laughter] 

YATES Oh right Id forgotten about that 

RYAN But how we could help So anyway yes I did And after the election 

[Steven A ] Merksamer who was his chief of staff eventually came up to me 
and he said You know Marilyn it was just a shock to us when you lost 
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the election In fact it was sort of a blemish on the celebration last night 
I said Well 111 be happy to help him in the campaign And he said 
Well we look forward to that And so later I went over and talked to him 
about what I could do m the campaign 

YATES So this is between the primary and the general? 

RYAN Between the primary and the general I volunteered I told him I d be 
happy to They never called on me to do anything and then afterward I 
talked to someone—I can t remember now—in the beginning about an 
appointment from the governor And so whoever I talked to m the 
beginning I said I would be interested in something to do with the local 
government because that was my major area of expertise and I had very 
definite views and interests in local government and good contacts And 
then I also said or something to do with energy because I had been on 
committees having to do with energy and was up on the issues having to do 
with that I would have been interested in something on the Energy 
[Resources and Development] Commission or whatever 

He won say in November and of course things were in a bedlam So 
finally it turned out it was Sal Russo that was my contact and he was the 
key person in finding Of making appointments And I d gotten to know 
him He had worked in the caucus as staff and had helped in Ken Maddy s 
campaign for governor So I called Sal and he said Oh Marilyn they 
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haven t even figured out what appointments they need There s no list 
there s nothing He said We re going by the back of the state phone 
book or something I mean it was just sort of an uproar And of course 
because [Jerry] Brown had been there for eight years they were anxious to 
get people into policy making positions as soon as possible So then I kept 
calling I told him I want local government I want local government 
And the days went by I went up for the inauguration in January and tried 
to And I think I went up another time I still had a condominium up in 
Sacramento And I kept calling Sal and so finally he called me back Oh I 
know He called me one day and he said Would you like to be head of 
Aging the Department of Aging 9 I said The Department of Aging 9 I 
said I don t even believe in that [Laughter] 

YATES You don t believe m aging 9 

RYAN I said Plus I d be a terrible person because I don t think they should get all 
these perks that I d be expected to support No I don t want to be Why 
did they think of me for Aging 9 He said Well you know the governor 
really is thinking about trying to find a place for you When something 
comes up he 11 say How about Marilyn for that 9 [Laughter] It s sort of 
like Gosh I was still in my fifties And so then I got a call I think he 
told me that I wasn t going to get local government because the governor 
decided on someone else Turned out he appointed some Armenian who 
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changed his name was a relative or something He d been a city attorney 
And then he called and he said How would you like to be director of the 
Arts Council 9 And so I said Oh let me think about it And so I called 
Esther Wachtel who was a friend of mine And Esther was very involved 
with the Music Center [of Los Angeles County] but she s the only person I 
ever knew a constituent or friend who ever mentioned the Arts Council to 
me who knew anything about the Arts Council I didn t know much about 
the Arts Council so I called Esther to see what she thought about it She 
said Oh Manlyn I wish I could take it I wish I could be director of the 
Arts Council And I talked to a few other people and I looked up the 
enabling legislation and stuff to see what it 
YATES This was under Browns administration right 9 
RYAN Well it was started in 76 and so this was—what 9 —six years later 
YATES So what was the motivation for deciding to accept it 9 Or your reasons 9 
RYAN Well I felt that it was a manageable job that it wasn t some huge 

bureaucracy or something that I d be in charge of I had an interest m the 
arts and I thought it would be fun to meet different people and work in that 
area so I thought Gee that sounds like something that I could do And so 
I said I d take it 

YATES So now what was the situation with the council when you joined or became 


director 9 
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RYAN I would say the day after I got the appointment I got a call from a man 
named Kamey Hodge whom I d not met before Kamey was on the 
Arts I was the director appointed by the governor—executive 
director—and then there were eleven members of the council and they were 
appointed by the governor the speaker and the pro tern 
YATES OK 

RYAN And they were appointed to four year terms They could be reappointed 
Kamey had been appointed by Jerry Brown Well all of them had been 
appointed by Jerry Brown who were on Kamey though was Ken 
Maddy s best friend and interestingly enough—I found this out 
later—when I read the legislation the bill was authored by Ken Maddy and 
George [N ] Zenovich 
YATES Oh really*? 

RYAN And Im thinking why were two guys from Fresno authoring the legislation 
for the Arts Council 9 That s sort of weird It was set up in 76 Well I 
found out that it was Kamey that was behind it Kamey had been president 
of the American Symphony Orchestra [League] when he was involved m 
Fresno with the symphony He was also as I say Ken Maddy s best friend 
Raised money for him Did all that stuff So when they got the council Ken 
got the governor Jerry to appoint Kamey to the Arts Council And he and 
Peter Coyote became very good friends And Peter Coyote is now fairly 
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well known as an actor Was a street mime in San Francisco at that time 
And he used to come to Sacramento wearing overalls and a ponytail And 
he was probably the most liberal member of the council and Kamey the 
most conservative but they sort of had an alliance Well the council funded 
these sort of esotenc projects when I was in the legislature like—I don t 
know—dolphins singing You know things like that And poetry 
Anyway controversial type commitments that got bad press And so the 
legislature got sort of fed up with this and when I was on Ways and 
Means And they were also mad at Jerry and they sort of identified the 
Arts Council as one of Brown s pets I think mainly because he appointed 
all those weird people I shouldn t say weird but arts people So we voted 
to de fund them we eliminated their budget so they wouldn t get any 
money And then I guess probably the leaders went in and negotiated with 
the governor for something They got it reinstated but they were in 
bad They had a bad reputation 

YATES So when you joined 

RYAN So when I took over I felt that it was up to me to sort of create some 

credibility over at the capitol with the Arts Council especially with the 
Republicans my being a Republican appointee 

YATES Now my understanding is Deukmejian didn t support much funding for the 
Arts Council Is that right 9 
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RYAN Well that wasn t Not necessarily What happened was after he got 
elected it turned out that the state was m debt We had incurred quite a 
deficit that year before and so rather than raise taxes Deukmejian came up 
with an eighteen month budget as I remember but cut everything Everyone 
was cut a certain percentage And in fact when I went over to meet with the 
Department of Finance [Michael V ] Franchetti he told all us department 
heads that we were going to be facing a certain percent cut He had a print 
out that we could look at before we went back And so then they had I 
looked at what was allocated for the Arts Council and I thought we were 
being cut more than our fair share and so I said to Mike I don t think this 
is going to go over very well politically And I said If you would just put 
another half million dollars in our budget I think that I could defend it and 
so he did We didn t get generous increases in our budget but we got as 
much as anyone else did while I was there I was able to get a couple of 
people I felt comfortable with the decisions that were made 
Unfortunately the way the Arts Council is run—I don t know if it still 
operates this way—-but it was a grants giving organization 

YATES Right 

RYAN which takes a lot of money for administrative cost because you ve got to 
go through all of these applications And then every year It was on a 
yearly cycle Every year these people are back for more money and its 
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never ending You could never de fund anyone And the staff is committed 
to getting more applications so every year they could say Well we got 
one thousand applications and we can only fund two hundred of them 
There s this need And I m thinking but we can t fund everything They 
won t be happy until there are so many applications we cant open the front 
door It was just So that was one of the problems with the whole 
structure I felt that there were other ways that we could have done things 
for the arts in the State of California 

One of the most effective ways was working through the state agencies 
For instance there was a program of artists in pnson and it had been so 
successful that the pnson department had taken it over and put it in their 
budget and was bnnging artists into the pnsons And so I thought if we 
could put seed money into starting programs m other agencies and then they 
could make them part of their budget that we could be more productive 
than just trying to find all of these little groups all over California to give 
money to But anyway that was just one thought 

But then there was a problem with the make up of the council I think 
because I had been in the legislature and had some prominence rather than 
being an arts admimstrator which is what my predecessor [William Cook] 
had been there was some jealousy about my position And I came m 
feeling Well I was appointed by the governor to run this But they felt 
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that they were appointed by the governor as well and they didn t feel that 
they should be second to me and so 
I m sorry these are the council members 7 

The council members themselves And they were the ones that actually 
voted on things 
I see 

But I tried to establish some changes in policy slowly So there was a 
building conflict Even after some of the Brown appointees left and there 
were Deukmejian appointees they had some of that same feeling and it was 
difficult I felt that Looking back on it I think that it would have been 
better had the executive director that appointment been the chairman of the 
council or president of the Arts Council so a member of the council and 
then had a staff person sort of under you doing the administrative work 
Instead of separating them out 7 

Right and a full time position And that s the way the Energy Commission 
is run where the—and I don t know about others—but where the president 
or chairman—I don t know what the title is—of the commission is a full 
time person and then he or she supervises the staff from that position And 
so then you would have a position on the council 
Yeah I see 

You see what Im saying 7 
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YATES Right 

RYAN Where this just made it very difficult So that was one of my One of 
the things I learned I think was structure of commissions and things and 
how they can work or not work 

But I did run into a lot of jealousy There was one woman who wanted 
to be reappointed by Senator [Alfred E ] Alquist and one who was Roberti s 
the pro tern s appointment Andrea Van de Kamp who was the wife of 
John Van de Kamp—she's a person in her own right without being John s 
wife always has been with her own career—had been on the [California 
Council for the Humanities] which is sort of like the Arts Council but they 
have four year terms which you can only be on a one year term And she 
happened to mention to Roberti once that if there was ever an opening she d 
be interested m the Arts Council Well he decided that he d appoint her 
Well this other woman had been appointed by Alquist who was a big 
honcho in the senate And these two guys Roberti and Alquist got into this 
fight Hit the L A Times It was crazy And Andrea was someone whom 
I d gotten to know over the years working with her on different projects and 
just a delight We would have loved to have her on the council and she 
said I could come help you Marilyn because I had told her about some 
of my problems She finally withdrew but it became a big scene She made 
the comment that It s too bad that you have members of the council for 
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whom this is their whole life and made it very difficult for me Instead of 
just coming and setting policy they want to make it a full time career for 
being Mrs Arts or whatever So that was an interesting experience 
Andrea is now head of the Music Center I think or something President 
of that She was 

YATES Well I know towards the end of the time you were there I saw m the 

newspaper articles various things about [There were] criticisms about 
the council not spending the funding allocation and I guess the other one 
was not moving the office from Van Nuys to a more centralized location in 
Los Angeles 

RYAN Well I got caught up with this reporter from the Times Judith Michaelson 
The first year I was there there was this Whatever it is Anyway the 
National Association of State Arts [Agencies] probably And so our 
meeting was in New Orleans and I went and I had been to Samoa earlier 
that year because we had this regional association of arts councils The 
country was broken down into regions and our region had Alaska Hawaii 
the coastal states—Washington Oregon California—and Samoa and the 
Manana Islands or something I don t know these temtones And our 
meeting was scheduled for Samoa which is another story I m getting to 
Samoa and stuff Anyway I d gotten to know the directors of those arts 
councils because we had been in Samoa together So anyway I ran into the 
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gal from Hawaii and she said Why don t we have a drink after the end of 
the session 7 And I said OK 111 meet you in the bar at the hotel at five 
So I got there and we ordered a cocktail and this woman walked m and she 
said Is someone here from California 9 Or did I hear California 9 And I 
said Yeah I m the director from California And so she sat down next to 
me and she said Well I m Judith Michaelson I m from the L A Times 
and she wanted to start interviewing me And I said Well Im sorry 
Judith but I don t want to be interviewed over a cocktail I said I d be 
happy to meet with you tomorrow breakfast lunch or dinner at a time that 
is more convement but I just don t want to be interviewed over a cocktail 
And I don t know if she was offended by that or not but she kept showing 
up every place I looked when I was in New Orleans but she never did 
interview me She never asked for an interview again Anyway she started 
covenng the Arts Council and there would be these stories about me in the 
newspaper all the time I don t know what her I don t know why After 
I left she never came to another meeting There was one article m the 
Times the month afterward I retired and the council was never covered 
again by anyone and when I was there she covered everything And so 
she d come up for our budget hearings and I went to the I remember we 
were in the assembly I guess Oh I know I wanted to have a satellite 
office down in Los Angeles so that we could have a presence in Los 
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Angeles because everything was in San Francisco and Sacramento because 
it was so easy to get back and forth and I thought we needed to know more 
about what was going on in the southern part of the state We didn t know 
anything that was going on in San Diego or Orange County or whatever and 
I had been totally northern So there was a new state office building going 
up in Van Nuys and there was a way in which I could get a little office in 
the Van Nuys building at no rent and so all we would have to pay would be 
like telephone or something like that 

And so when I went before the [Ways and Means] budget committee m 
the assembly that I had to have my budget heard from Maxine Waters 
chaired it and she decided to take me on not because of any personal thing 
It was just Maxine I mean she wanted to make a point So she said that 
she didn t think that we should have our office in Van Nuys She thought 
that the Arts Council office m Los Angeles should be in her district and I 
said that it was m Van Nuys because we could get space there It didn t cost 
any money And so she asked me How long would it take you to move 
into a new location 7 And I said Oh if I had another place to move in I 
suppose ninety days And she said Well then I m going to delete your 
salary out of the budget until you move the office I didn t say anything 
because I knew that it was all a big show that Maxine was putting on Also 
there was no way I could win the argument because she was the legislator 
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and I was just the department person Well my staff and Judith and all 
these people are sitting in the audience and when we got out m the hallway 
they were just Why didn t you speak up 9 and Why didn t you do this 9 
and Now what are you going to do 9 And I said Well I m going to get 
ready for my budget hearing m the senate 

YATES I was going to say it wasn t over yet right 9 

RYAN No Right And I knew it wasn t Plus I knew that the governor could veto 
it and stuff I remember I talked to someone m the governor s office 
[David M ] Dave Cafffey who was my contact over there and he said If 
she wants to be chairman of the Arts Council tell her to ask for the 
appointment It s her job to be m the legislature It s not her job to tell us 
where the office of the Arts Council is That s the prerogative of the 
executive branch We don t tell her where to put her office and she can t tell 
you And I said I know It bothered me because I just knew it was all a 
big to do so 

YATES So it sounds like you thought it wasn t worth getting into a discussion 
about 9 

RYAN No 1 Well that wasn t the place to solve the problem 

YATES Right 

RYAN It wasn t the right arena because I was in a lose lose situation so I just 

YATES So you went to the senate 9 
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RYAN So then Judith wrote up this big story that s on the front page of the 

Calendar section of the Times about So then when the time came for 
my budget to be heard m the senate Because each house hears it and 
then they reconcile the differences at the end 
YATES Right 

RYAN So anyway I call the different members of the Budget Committee in the 

senate to see Especially Alquist who was the old chairman of it and all 
that I said I just wanted to make sure you re OK on my budget Do you 
have any problems 7 So Alquist says Are you having trouble with the 
ayatollah 7 [Laughter] 

YATES Oh dear 

RYAN Oh and Alan Robbins was from Van Nuys He was now chair [of the 
senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee] 

YATES Oh right right 

RYAN And so I talked to him on the phone and I said I m going to stay in Van 
Nuys but dont make a big scene over how wonderful it is to be m Van 
Nuys I said Just keep it down The reason I m going there is because it s 
cheaper and that s where the office building is and the new building is and 
all that stuff And that s why I chose it because I didn t want him to start 
going on and on as to why I should have an office in Van Nuys because it 


was in his district and stuff 
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So then the day of the hearing he called me up to the front before it 
started and there was Judith trying to listen He said What s that woman 
doing 9 And I said Who 9 And he said Oh the reporter He said 
1 She s been following me around trying to get me to answer questions He 
said I thought she was going to follow me into the men s room She s 
been pestering me to death And so I said Oh She was just this very 
aggressive person So anyway they adopt the budget Leave the office m 
Van Nuys There s no problem We walk out No story hardly So here 
Judith had come up there just trying to make me look bad is the only thing I 
could think of because it was really In the greater scheme of things it 
was not a big issue unless you wanted to give Maxine ink or newsprint 
which she achieved 

Well I know She had taken me on Maybe it was the next year 
But she also took me on—but it wasn t that year—about the minority 
program that we had 

YATES Well that was the other thing I noticed—the accusations about not 
spending funding that was allocated 

RYAN Well what happened was Well there were a bunch of things She had 
asked us for a report on how many arts groups we funded that were 

YATES Maxine had 9 

RYAN Yeah Maxine That were minority groups And actually we funded a lot I 
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mean a third of our money in existing programs went to minority 
organizations which I thought was pretty good I mean it wasn t perfect 
but I mean it wasn t something that I felt was scandalous or anything like 
that And so then they wanted us They put aside money for a minority 
program in the budget My staff did not get the work done on it and at the 
end of the year they wanted to give the money to Caltech [California 
Institute of Technology] or somebody down m Los Angeles to distribute to 
minority groups and let them design a program and I opposed that as a 
solution I said I can t go over to the capitol and tell the members that 
that s our solution to a minority program And so we got a lot of flack over 
that There was never any And Maxine of course made a 
big She d always want to make it into publicity for her It always made 
me look bad I don t think her motive was to make me look bad as much as 
it was to make her look good And I know I got calls from some of my 
friends m the minority community in Los Angeles I remember the Davis 
brothers [Alonzo and Dale] who were artists in Leimert Park and I 
remember they called and they said Is there something we can do to help 
you Marilyn*? They didn t think that They thought I was being treated 
unfair and I said I don t know 
[End Tape 7 Side A] 


[Begin Tape 7 Side B] 
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I got in trouble with the National Endowment for the Ails Every year 
every state had to submit again an application for money from the 
National Endowment and in that you had to identify your programs and 
how much money you spent on different things and what you were asking 
for And so I had assigned it to one of my deputies to develop the 
application I did not study it in full I mean I assumed he d done the same 
thing we had done the year before Mailed it in Sent it off to them They 
have panels that review the applications The panel that reviewed our 
application came up with the conclusion that we should not be funded for 
the next year that our state Arts Council should not be funded because we 
didn t have a good planning process and we did not have a minority 
program 

That sounds like a major blow 

And the way they handled it was even worse m that a couple members of 
the Arts Council were back m Washington D C and they told them before 
they told me and it got to the press before it got to me 
Oh dear 

I was really offended because we had done the same thing we had done the 
year before You know this is our first year of doing an application When 
this Anthony Tourney who was head of the state programs from the 
National Endowment came out to California—I guess to check up on 
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us—he had made appointments to meet with the lobbying group for the arts 
who didn t like me either and some of the members of the council that didn t 
like me and with me The interview with me was sort of incidental So 
when he came m he criticized me for not having a rapport with my 
constituency and I said Well who do you identify as my constituency? I 
said I think of my constituency as the taxpayers m the state of California " 
And he meant the artists and of course that was sort of a departure 
There was one problem It turned out that they wanted us to have a 
separate minority program I felt that we should expand funding within the 
existing programs with an outreach to bring m more minority groups 
because I felt that they were of a high enough caliber that they should get 
funding under the same rules that everybody else did It was just a matter 
of finding them And I felt the other approach was sort of what I call ghetto 
arts and that would be that you just give them money but it wouldn t be 
designed for any—what should I say?—artistic position but simply because 
we were trying to equalize money It s a philosophical issue or whatever 
that I think—or public policy probably—that continues to go on We 
finally acquiesced and we set up a minority advisory panel and met with 
them to develop a program As I say it was not something where I was 
anti minority or the governor was And in fact after Maxine had gone on 
about this I went to talk to her and I told her Maxine I think you and I 
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could probably sit down and come up with some sort of a minority program 
that would make sense to you and Im sure the governor would We 
could get extra money in the budget for it if it was well thought out and we 
had your support And I guess that was just before I had to go into 
disability retirement I quit but I had talked to her seriously And Richard 
[J ] Alatorre was concerned also on behalf of the Hispanic community and 
I tried to talk to him as well but it s such a political thing I felt that I was 
made to look like something that I really wasn t I think it was a way that 
they could get at the governor too to make him look bad And it was 
certainly nothing that I thought It was sort of a different philosophy 
YATES Well talk a little bit about why you decided to leave m 1986 You 
mentioned disability 

RYAN Well I ve had arthritis most of my life since I was m my twenties and I d 
had a hip replacement in 81 while I was still m the legislature Then I 
started having problems with my hands and my ankles and I was feeling 
really awful and it had sort of gotten worse while I had been at the Ails 
Council and so finally in September or October I thought Id take a 
leave I ended up going on a leave of absence 
YATES This is 1986? 

RYAN In 85 
YATES Eighty five OK 
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And I had lost So I thought I d just take some time off I didn t really 
plan to retire but I started losing weight I think I lost thirty pounds and I 
don t weigh that much 
Right you re not a very big person 

I was down to like eighty five pounds and I just felt awful Well it turned 
out that I had been taking gold injections for my arthritis and I went off the 
gold I think in November Finally we decided that might be a factor and I 
started regaining my weight immediately and so the gold I think had been 
poisomng me or something because I And I started feeling better 
however 

Wait How long had you been taking it 9 
I had been on it for almost a year I think 
OK 

In fact I remember I had been m England and I had to get I took them 
mtermuscularly and I had to make arrangements to get the injection when I 
was there So I had been on it quite a while I felt better but my joints were 
bad and so I thought well I better take some time off I was going to have 
to have surgery on my hands and different things so I thought I better and 
so I did So I applied for disability retirement the first part of 86 with the 
expectation that after I had a few operations I d go back to work some place 
if not at the Arts Council And I haven t I have been having operations 
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ever since I ve now had twenty six operations on my joints 
YATES Oh that s too bad That s difficult 

RYAN And so it just got worse In the past I had had a couple I had flare ups 
In the sixties I d had a bad siege I spent a summer in bed I was in bad 
shape but I got better and I was able to play tennis I kind of thought that it 
would happen again but 
YATES This time it didn t 7 

RYAN This time it didn t So I have not worked full tune after Let s see I left 
the Arts council in 86 and I still had a place up in Sacramento However 
my friend Pat Russell who had a three bedroom house invited me to stay 
with her when I was m town And she was president of the city council in 
Los Angeles and she had a bitter election in 87 and lost And so I think it 
was in 88 or 89—I guess maybe 88—that she had a talk with Mark Pisano 
who was the head of SCAG [Southern California Association of 
Governments]—Pat had been president of SCAG at one time—about the 
Regional Institute of Southern California [RISC] which was an 
organization that Mark had started through SCAG 
YATES Oh I see 

RYAN And it was made up of elected officials academics and business people 
from throughout the region which was Orange County Imperial San 
Bernardino Riverside Ventura and Los Angeles An interesting group of 
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people And so Mark and Pat had the idea of making it separate from 
SCAG and making it its own entity And so Pat and I talked about it and 
we decided it could be fun for the two of us to work on it together because 
it was something that was of interest to both of us and rather than working 
by yourself we could cooperate 

And so we worked on a couple of issues One of the most productive 
was an affiliation with the Environmental Defense Fund [EDF] on a project 
which we called CSCAPE [Cleaning Southern California Air While 
Protecting its Economy] which was designed to look at market incentives 
to the use of freeways where you would have price Like a toll road but 
it wouldn t quite be like the ones that are in existence now in that you 
would Well you would spread the peak You would charge people to 
use the freeway but it would be at the Well what you would try to do is 
spread out the rush hour so that We were told at that time that two 
thirds of the trips were non commuting type trips that people had 
discretion over what time they wanted to make the tnp and so if you could 
use financial incentives to get them to spread it out the freeways could be a 
more efficient transportation vehicle in California And based on the 
population increases that we are That better use of the freeways is still 
important And we went together with the EDF and we got funding from 
several foundations Worked on the study for about I don t know we 
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worked on the project for three or four years came up with some reports 
They did the work on the reports and Pat and I were working to disseminate 
what was going on in the region and then our board working with them 
gave them some credibility in terms of southern California and stuff And it 
was fun We enjoyed that Had a good relationship with them 

We also worked with the 2000 Partnership which was a group of 
individuals supposedly regional but they were mostly in Los Angeles 
appointed by [Thomas] Tom Bradley to deal with the problems of the year 
2000 and out of that came the need for a regional structure You know 
better for the Los Angeles business community to become part of the region 
and the regional people to become part of the larger group Very difficult 
for people to think of themselves as part of a region The group RISC that 
we had our leadership was good Michael [R ] Peevey who was head of 
the [Southern California] Edison Company was our president and Kathleen 
Brown Rice was on the board 

At that time there was a push in the legislature—I can t remember who 
was behind it Willie was supporting it—for regional governance And 
there was a professor at SC named John Kirling who was working with the 
League of California Cities boards of supervisors SCAG with our group 
to try to come up with principles of regional governance that we could 
support Not regional government regional governance What we needed 
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to do [to do] that And John was just a brilliant guy and we worked with 
him and got our board to buy into the concept They didn t support the 
legislation necessarily I won t say they don t but we wanted them to know 
what was going on And then we had various board members set up group 
meetings within their area For instance Martin Mattich a guy from 
Riverside and one of our board members was the mayor of Riverside [Ron 
Lovendge] 

YATES I see 

RYAN So we set up a seminar sort of Brought guys down from Sacramento and 
we had people come from the desert as well as Riverside and from San 
Bernardino Oh I know Martin Maddich he actually treated everybody to 
lunch and we had about twenty five or thirty people come And then we 
had another one in Orange County with leadership there and that was fun 
And Pat and I were good at doing that sort of thing of using the talent we 
had on the board to be able to do outreach 

As we tried to get funding for RISC though for the Regional Institute 
we kept running into the problem of competition with this 2000 Partnership 
that Bradley had established and it was being run by Mark Pisano s wife 
Jane [G Pisano] and she was a friend and we got along just fine We knew 
all the people And we couldn t quite explain to people why we were more 
regional in scope than the 2000 Partnership 
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YATES Than the 2000? 

RYAN And so finally we decided to merge with the 2000 Partnership and be a 
program of theirs like say 

YATES Oh I see A component 

RYAN We would be working on different projects like our CSCAPE and all this 
stuff And theyd been doing the same thing with the regional governance 
issue that we had but they hadn t done the outreach that we had So 
anyway we went through the whole thing We merged the two boards we 
changed all the by laws we did all this stuff and six months later or a year 
later maybe but shortly thereafter the 2000 Partnership went belly up 

YATES Oh dear So that was the end of it? 

RYAN That was the end of all of that stuff 

YATES That s too bad 

RYAN And then Pat s husband got leukemia terminal and so that was sort of the 
end of her interest in it I guess I probably had another operation or 
something and so that 

YATES Ended that 

RYAN That ended RISC and all of our regional things You know the 

issues Even less is happening now than was happening then and yet the 
need is even greater It s just 

YATES Your mentioning Pat Russell reminded me of something I wanted to come 
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back to which you mentioned m an earlier session which was how the idea 
to organize the California Elected Women s Association [for Education and 
Research] occurred? And you had mentioned when we were talking that 
you and Pat Russell had talked about it at a convention of the League of 
California Cities and I wanted you to expand upon that 

RYAN I can t remember how much I said at that time 

YATES I think basically you just mentioned that you had attended that convention 
and that one evening I think the two of you sat in her room and started 
talking about the idea but that was the extent of it So why don’t you talk 
some more about it 

RYAN We got together about I don t know eight or nine women we knew mainly 
from the League of Women Voters who were also holding elected office 
and talked about the idea of establishing it And it was an idea whose time 
had come as I said to Pat because she always thought ahead of me And 
she said Oh I never think that She said I think it was just ready to 
happen It s like when the apples are ripe they start falling off the tree and 
you hold up your apron and catch them ' And I said Well I thought it 
was an idea whose time had come Joan Dempsey Klein for instance who 
was a judge was very interested in our doing something like that 


There weren t that many elected women at that time It was 1974 Pat 
was active in the League of California Cities and she d met a man named 
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Tom Nagel who was a staff person in San Diego and he had offered to help 
us as a volunteer to set up the by laws and do the structure of the 
organization So he came to our initial meetings as we decided what to do 
We contacted the key women elected women in the state to be on the 
board to be the founders Yvonne Burke was in Congress She and Shirley 
Pettis who was a Republican were both in Congress They were the only 
two congresswomen and they joined us March Fong Eu was the secretary 
of state And it was fun because among those of us that started out most of 
us knew certain individuals so we could contact them So we got the key 
women m the state and we had representation 

And that year was a gubernatorial election and so one of our first 
meetings was up m San Jose or somewhere around there and we asked 
Hugh Flournoy and Jerry Brown the two candidates for governor to come 
and meet with us And they came separately I think there were about a 
hundred of us there and it was really quite It was a lot of fun We were 
kind of surprised Some of the women were sort of surprised that they 
came at the last minute but they didn t realize none of us I think the 
influence we had One hundred elected women We represented a lot of 
people We had school board members and judges and 
YATES I was going to say so this was at all levels within California to elected 
positions 9 
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All levels And at that time there were only eight women on boards of 
supervisors in fifty eight counties There were more school board members 
probably And we decided in our by laws that any woman that was elected 
to anything that was a public election or whatever you call it where 
registered voters voted in would be eligible to join 
So what was the goal behind the association'? What did you want to 
accomplish 9 

I think it was to raise the level of awareness of women in office for other 
women to provide role models and also to establish networking And I 
think some of us could see that there was a real benefit to having women at 
different levels of government because Just because you re on the 

school board doesn t mean that you re not interested in what s happening m 
the county or the city or the legislature So you were able to have some 
cross communication with different levels of government I mean you 
belong to the League of Cities or you belong to the school board s 
association but all you see is 
Those people 

Those people So it was cross fertilization that And then we also had 
appointed Well anyone could join but the only people who could vote 
were women who held elected office and one of the reasons we did that 
was that we did not want the organization to ever become identified with 
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any particular stand or any particular person because we felt that once that 
happened it would cause division within elected Because if you re 
elected you can t have other organizations making commitments for you 
and stuff and so that was a very basic part So what was exciting at that 
time—it was the early seventies—was that there was an energy created by 
these elected women that was not there in any other women s organization 
like NOW [National Organization of Women] orNWPC [National 
Women s Political Caucus] or the League of Women Voters or other groups 
that were interested in women s issues And I think it was the sense of 
confidence that we had as elected We weren t victims We were out 

there trying to figure out how to make our lives successful as elected 
women how to succeed and so it was fun We enjoyed being with each 
other 

YATES So how successful was it in sort of creating this networking system 9 

RYAN Oh I think very successful 

YATES I m thinking after that initial start up period 

RYAN I can t remember if it was before I was president or after or when I was 
president I started the day in Sacramento for instance and what I did 
was I had it m the capitol and I had different women legislators meet 
with the group and talk about their committees and their issues and things 
like that what was going on m education what was going on in 
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agricultural issues or m water or whatever local government And then at 
lunchtime I invited the key appointees of the governor The director of 
finance was a woman Mary Ann Graves The secretary of the Health and 
Welfare [Agency] The cabinet just loved it because they were so isolated 
up here in Sacramento to actually meet real people who were carrying out 
the policies and having to deal with it And so they established faces and 
names and things like that And I must say for the whole time I was in 
Sacramento that—and I think even after I left—the women who were 
appointees of the governor always thought of me in terms of CEWAER I 
think more than they did that I was in the legislature And many of the 
legislators always identified me with the elected women association and so 
I think that it helped And there was never any reluctance for instance on 
the part of women in the legislature to get involved I think they enjoyed it 
and several Marian [Bergeson] was active Several of them were 
president and so it was a Now they ve got like five hundred members 
and its a completely different organization but 
YATES Things change when you have more people 
RYAN More people and they have staff and many more elected women 
YATES Right 

RYAN So I can t say that we were going to change the world but I think that we felt 
it was providing some mechanism for communication And it was funny 
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because Like the League of California Cities was about to have its first 
woman president who was Helen Putnam from Oh what was that 
town 9 The same year that we decided to form this Well the staff at the 
League of California Cities And here were all these women council 
members We were getting together Its like what was going on 9 What 
were they out there plotting to do 9 And it wasn t long before Pat was 
president of the League of California Cities but it was a histone moment 
when Helen became the first woman president So there were a lot of 
things that were happening like that 

YATES Going on 

RYAN And more women were getting elected at different levels 

YATES Well before we wrap up I wanted to ask you a few what I call summary 
questions and first 
[Interruption] 

So what I was saying is I wanted to ask you a couple of what I call 
summary questions First I wanted to ask you maybe to return to how 
the I m trying to think how to phrase this What became the Women s 
Caucus which I think is more like mid eighties There was the kind of 
formal group called the Women s Caucus but maybe you could talk for a 
few minutes about how you saw women legislators working together over 
the time you first came in in 76 or 77 to when you left in 82 9 
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RYAN When I first got there m 77 we went from They had three the term 
before two carry overs And then four of us were elected three to the 
assembly and Rose Ann Vuich to the senate first woman senator m history 
And we doubled the numbers And reporters would come up to me and say 
Mrs Ryan are you going to have a women s caucus 9 And I said Well 
I m not sure what you mean by caucus We get together informally But I 
think privately I mean my own personal feelings were that we were all 
so different I wasn t sure that trying to get together I m not sure what 
we would do Plus I thought if we tried to give structure to our existence 
then we d have some sort of division and it would be less productive It 
would not be very productive And so we got together maybe for breakfast 
or talked informally or something I think that Carol and Rose Ann were 
less comfortable to be out front on women s issues than the other four of us 
were Carol when we first got up there always signed her letters Mrs 
James Hallett And Rose Ami was single She was a CPA from Dinuba 
Her mam interest was agriculture Well she and Carol are both into 
agriculture actually So I mean we were friendly but didn t really get 
We got together on a couple of issues Once the speaker called us 
m—that s when Leo was speaker—one night because the Budget 
Committee in the senate that was dealing with abortion funding for Medi 
Cal recipients was trying to put restrictive language m their budget to make 
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it more and more difficult for Medi Cal women to get money Well all five 
of us supported the issue at that time Later Carol changed her mind And 
we d never talked about it Im not sure what Well the speaker called 
us m and Howard was there too and of course Leo was a devout Catholic 
and he was anti abortion at that time but he was concerned because he felt 
that it wasn t the right way to go about doing it And so he said I really 
want your advice as the women members of the assembly as to what you 
think about what s going on So the five of us all marched over to the 
heanng and I remember there was some lobbyists from Planned 
Parenthood who said Gosh we re glad you re here because Roberti was 
going on and on about different ways to restrict the language He talked 
about Well I guess to make the health of the mother more closely 
defined so there wouldn t be any loopholes like diabetic women just 
couldn t get an abortion unless they had high blood pressure and their 
diabetes was out of control and all this And I m thinking Oh my gosh 
my daughter s got Cindy s got diabetes and I m 

YATES I think I remember you mentioning this before 

RYAN So anyway we got together on that issue and I kind of thought of that as a 
woman s caucus because we were all together on it There were a few other 
issues that we felt strongly about in some cases but we never planned on it 
It just sort of 
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Happened 9 

Came about spontaneously I think that after In 78 when we got quite 
a few more members—I think we were at eleven so we went from six to 
eleven—we began to get together I think the first time we got together I 
think maybe it was March was secretary of state—March Fong 

Eu—and she was having a dinner They were televising her preparing 
dinner for Chinese New Year [Laughter] 

Oh dear 

She was doing it at Fat s I can t remember all the details But anyway we 
were upstairs in this little room that they have having a good time and I 
think we decided there If it wasn t at that it was another time we were up 
at that to get together again just the women members And I think we did 
get together at Fat s again m the upper 100 m And then I think we talked 
about Oh let s do this again and I think we might have gotten together in 
a restaurant one more time and then someone said I think it would be 
more fun if we went to somebody s house so we could relax So we 
started We went to Teresas Anyway we rotated And so each time we 
got We didn t set the date but it would be one Republican and one 
Democrat that would sort of co host it 
And what would you talk about when you got together 9 
Sometimes we d talk about social things sometimes we d talk about issues 
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sometimes we d talk I think what it was we didn t really strategize so 
much as it was an attempt to get to know each other better and that s an 
important part of life in Sacramento One of the reasons that people go to 
Frank Fat s or whatever isn t just to party it s easier to find out what s going 
on You know people they talk about it I remember one time Willie 
Brown saying this before he was speaker I don t know where we were 
someplace and he said how important it is to socialize because then you 
understand where that person s coming from and you just don t take the 
words that you say at face value but you have a better a longer association 
or a different kind of relationship and you have a little more trust in that 
person the better you know them and the more you socialize and so there is 
a real value to getting to know each other Like Leo used to commute back 
and forth every night to San Francisco and Willie was saying you don t get 
to know the people the members as well So there was that aspect to it 
There was one time I remember and it was during that time It was 
Sally Tanner I remember at the Later m the year when elections were 
coming up for 80 I guess wheie our caucuses were always asking us to 
give more money to help elect Republicans or help elect Democrats or 
whatever and Sally said Well I just told them that Im not going to give 
any money that s going to be spent against an incumbent Republican 
woman and I don t think any of us should There just aren t enough of us 
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for us to start campaigning against You know supporting the defeat of 
other women And so that was soil; of a policy decision I think we all 
agreed to 
To do that 9 

And of course Maxine and Carol as a rule didn t come to our dinners 
[Laughter] but the rest of us did 
So they sort of stayed out of that 9 

Yeah we d get to someone s house and we d say Who s coming 9 Oh 
everybody s coming Then theyd say Maxme and Carol 9 Oh no 
not And then they d say Oh yeah I think they re coming I think 
Carol said she might come Or I think she s coming Of course they 
never did so it was sort of I cant remember that they ever came And 
then Maxine was quoted m Ms Magazine as saying that the women did get 
together but all they talked about was going shopping [Laughter] I don t 
think we ever talked about going shopping but she tried to denigrate what 
we were doing I think it was helpful and I think it led up to probably the 
formation of the caucus I think the caucus was formed after Willie became 
speaker I think Teresa got some money from him 
Oh really 9 

for a staff person or some staff help which is really what you need in a 
sense to formalize something like that And that was probably after there 



292 


YATES 


RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 


got to be maybe fifteen women or so 

Well there was something else I wanted to ask you about which was the 
assembly leadership You ve spent time talking about of course Leo 
McCarthy and Howard Berman and then Howard Berman and Willie 
Brown but maybe you could describe the leadership styles of the two 
speakers when you were in the assembly Leo McCarthy and Willie Brown 
Well they were very different Leo we referred to as—or people 
did—sometimes as mother superior He was very strict 
Strict how do you mean 9 

In that—what can I say 9 —he made certain demands of say committee 
chairs I can remember one time I can t remember the issue but he was 
able to get legislation enacted that he thought was good legislation and 
important Leo was much more effective at that or interested m that than 
Willie was from my experience the two years I was there while Willie was 
speaker and from what I observed from afar later on And that Leo used his 
power as speaker to achieve certain legislative goals on issues For 
instance he wanted to create the Office of Administrative Law This was 
something that would be in the governor s office and it would be to 
identify After a law was passed you would have certain regulations as 
to how it was going to be earned out And the story was that it went 
through both houses it got on the governors desk and the governor said 
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What in the hell is this all about 7 He couldn t believe that it had passed 
[Laughter] Leo said that he had kept him informed the whole time He had 
sent him messages all along about how he had amended it this way it had 
passed this committee all that so by the time it got to his desk there was no 
way that he could veto it [Laughter] He was onboard from the very 
beginning even though they never really corresponded And also from my 
perception the governor didnt focus on things very much and so Leo I 
think was the most powerful person in the state I think that he was able to 
make the governor look good if need be And the senate leadership was not 
as strong First there was [James R ] Jim Mills and then Roberti and they 
didn t have the power that Leo had My first years there there were fifty 
seven Democrats and twenty three Republicans so he really had power 
The fifty seven I mean he could get a two thirds vote without us And 
Paul Pnolo told me that he d never seen anything like it the power that Leo 
had and the way he exerted it He said he felt that he was more powerful 
than Jesse Unruh had ever been 

YATES Oh really 7 

RYAN And he d served under Jesse And I just saw it I mean he knew everything 
that was going on and he was in charge and if he wanted something done 
and it didn t come out of committee he d just take somebody off the 
committee and put somebody else on until he got the votes He ran the 
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house 

One time as I started to say there was some issue and I can t [recall] 
what it could have been but it was something Leo wanted done but his 
Democratic colleagues weren t that enthusiastic about it And so we were 
off the floor somewhere We were in somebody s office hiding out from 
something [Laughter] I was with these guys who were all chairmen of 
committees and they didn t want to vote for tlus bill [Laughter] but if they 
didn t vote for the bill they would lose their committee And Walt Ingalls 
said You know sometimes its like a used car You wonder how many 
times you can keep going back and going back how much longer you want 
that How much more you re going to take in order to keep your 
committee chairmanship [Laughter] 

Well considering that he didn t need those of you who were Republicans 
your votes how do you think he worked with the Republican members 7 
Well when I first came up Well he appointed usually three 
Republicans to chair committees 
Right 

I think that he always wanted to have votes within the Republican Caucus 
even though he didn t need them 
So he didn t ignore you 7 

No because I think he always felt Well see if a few Democrats didn t 
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want to vote for a bill then he d still be able to get some Republicans And 
he also In the beginning I think he wasnt as He and Pnolo our 
minority leader didn t have a very close relationship but he was 
establishing a closer relationship and so in the two years I was there I saw 
him giving Paul more and more authority and choices in assignments for 
Republicans He d ask for his advice In the beginning I don t think that he 
was as likely to do that And so I could see him opening up And of 
course as he opened up 
YATES That s when things 
RYAN Then Carol dumps Pnolo [Laughter] 

YATES Oh nght 

RYAN and stuff and then I mean McCarthy and Hallett didn t get along 
particularly She was more hard nosed about being more conservative 
having Republican positions on things And of course she had these new 
Prop 13 babies we called them as her core support and most of them also 
had the same feeling I mean they felt the only way that we would increase 
our numbers would be to have strong Republican positions and which I 
disagreed with Being a moderate Republican I felt that 
[End Tape 7 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 8 Side A] 

YATES OK so you were saying the strategy 
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RYAN Well I wasn t there to throw bombs The group that was behind Carol was 
up there simply to try to paint people Make Democrats look bad all the 
time That was their only reason for being there They could care less 
about what happened to the State of California [Laughter] 

YATES So what about once Willie Brown became speaker 9 What were the 
dynamics between him and working with the Republican Caucus 9 
RYAN Well when Willie was elected of course with Carol s help and the 
Republican votes and so 
YATES And there were promises made right 9 

RYAN Yeah So he seemed to work with He worked with Carol and I m not 
sure how long that lasted At some point Carol gave up the leadership 
because she decided to run for lieutenant governor I guess 
YATES Oh I had forgotten about that 
RYAN In 81 or 82 Well it was in the election of 82 
YATES Right 

RYAN So Willie became speaker in December of 80 so like the year of 81 things 
were pretty much well under control but then later 
YATES Right she ran and Leo McCarthy too of course for lieutenant governor of 
that year I had forgotten Anyway so there was a change in the 
Republican Caucus 

RYAN So then [Robert W ] Naylor became I think it was Naylor Anyway 
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Carol was no longer head of tire caucus Anyway the relationship with 
Willie changed the dynamics did after she left probably because She 
had this relationship because of what had happened with the speakership 

YATES Right 

RYAN So her successor didn t necessarily inherit that same thing even though he 
might have voted for Willie And they were bent on this conservative 
thrust I m not really sure exactly what happened I know that the next 
year the year after when I was at the Arts Council they had a real rupture 
and I saw Willie one night at a restaurant and we talked a little bit about it 
They ended not voting for him for speaker It s funny but that s a big thing 
evidently although it only takes forty one votes to get elected speaker 
The first year I was up there we had a Republican Caucus before we 
went out to go vote for speaker and one of the right wing guys [William E ] 
Dannemeyer said I don t think we should vote for McCarthy I think we 
should have our own candidate I think we should put up votes for Pnolo 
for speaker I don t think we should do this And so Frank Lanterman is 
sitting there by the door I always picture him sitting there with his little fat 
belly and his arms folded and he said The speaker remembers that roll call 
every year and this isn t the issue to take McCarthy on We 11 take him on 
with something of substance but not the roll call for the speakership And 
of course he d been there for twenty five years or something 
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Right so he knew 

He said that roll call is emblazoned on their brain [Laughter] They never 
forget And so when I read that they hadn t voted for Willie for speaker that 
year I thought Oh dear And sure enough I saw him and he said he d 
punished them in various ways And so I just It was funny 

I think though that in terms of style I don t think that Willie was as 
interested in solving problems as Leo was and I don t think he ever used 
any I don t know I shouldn t say ever but I wasn t aware of him—what 
do I mean 7 —using his power m any way simply to accomplish something 
of benefit to the state I was always disappointed because I felt that Willie 
is one of the smartest people I ever met and I would have thought—he was 
speaker longer than anyone m the history of the state I guess—that he 
would leave some 
Right he had an amazing run 

That he would leave a legacy of some kind of achievement I mean Jesse 
did You know Unruh was responsible for some major major The 
whole reform of the legislature and things 
Right 

And I always felt that Willie was just interested m power for the sake of 
power and that he wanted to keep the members happy so he By doing 
that he always had his votes to be re elected speaker And so where Leo 



299 


YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 

RYAN 

YATES 


was so strict about your budget I mean travel If you wanted to travel 
as a legislator like if you were going We had trips that we made to 
Washington or you went to meetings of the National Conference of [State] 
Legislatures you d always have to get this approved by Leo After Willie 
got to be speaker from my observance he was continually expanding what 
members could do where Leo was always trying to hold the line [Laughter] 
and make it as fair as possible He spent as little money You know 
We re on a tight budget and things like that So that s kind of what I 
mean by strict 

Well now let me turn to the governor You just briefly mentioned Jerry 

Brown and that one piece of legislation What were your observations 

about his abilities or inabilities to work with the legislature 9 

Well I don t think he worked with the legislature at all He had some good 

staff members who ran interference for him 

One was Gray Davis right 9 

Yeah Gray wasn t as good at that as the others There was a gal named 
Diane Dooley who lobbied for him and she was very good with the 
legislature And then B T Collins 
Oh right 

The legislators loved B T 

When you say ran interference what were you thinking of specifically 9 
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Oh well one of the things that What should I say*? As a member when 
you re writing legislation Well say you author a bill and it goes all the 
way through the legislature and the governor vetoes it at the end you re 
pretty angry especially if you re a Democrat If you re a Republican you 
probably Well no if you get it through I mean it s gone through a lot 
in both houses and 

Regardless of whether you are a Republican or Democrat 7 
And somebody should have told you ahead of time that the governor wasn t 
going to sign it And there are a number of people If it has money in it 
it could be Department of Finance If it s policy then the person who s head 
of that department or whatever should warn you before at the hearings and 
let you know this is the governor s position And he would frequently do 
that And I remember friends of mine who were Democrats were appalled 
They said At least when Reagan was governor you could talk to him 
before he vetoed one of your bills Maybe he would listen to your side 
Jerry just doesnt even tell you ahead of time You re blmdsided by a veto 
What would someone like B T Collms do then 7 

Well what they would do is They have access to I mean they d tell 
the governor They d make sure he did that I mean he didn t do those 
things They d make sure that these things were covered by staff people and 


that he d be warned of them 
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Plus B T was almost a lobbyist in a sense in that And I say this 
partly because my younger daughter was going to [California State 
University San Diego] and she came up to Sacramento for what they call 
the Sacramento Semester and spent a semester up there It s under the 
[California State University Sacramento] auspices And they are to find an 
assignment either working for a member or your department head or a 
lobbyist or whatever And so I told Steph Well there s no point m going 
to work for a legislator because you can do that You come into my 
office You know what goes on in my office You re not going to learn 
anything that way And so I mentioned to a couple of people I knew that 
she was coming up one of the gals in EDD [Employment Development 
Department] I think And then I mentioned it to B T and he said Well 
send her over 111 talk to her He was head of the CCC [California 
Conservation Corps] at the time and so he hired her He took her on And 
so she worked for him 

YATES So she got firsthand experience 9 

RYAN With B T And he was very good at including her m stuff And he was 
close to the governor at that time because there was some She got to 


know people in the governors office through B T who introduced her to 
this one young guy that worked for the governor and then they dated 
YATES So even though B T Collins was heading up the CCC he was still 
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RYAN Yeah he was building these things and then he became chief of staff after 
the CCC 

YATES For Jerry Brown 9 
RYAN Yeah 
YATES OK 

RYAN As an example Stephanie went to the budget hearing for B T s budget for 
the CCC The members of the Budget Committee instead of asking him 
questions about the CCC or anything they ended up giving him more 
money than was in his budget [Laughter] 

YATES Oh really 9 

RYAN And they were praising him for the wonderful job he did and all this And 

of course Steph had seen what I d gone through so she was aware of what 
all that meant He just was so clever He had everyone s birthday down 
For years he d call me every year on my birthday even after I left the 
legislature And he must have done that to everybody 
YATES So he was good at networking 9 

RYAN He must have made twenty phone calls a day or something like that Every 
morning he must have gotten up and made twenty phone calls 
YATES Just for birthdays 9 [Laughter] 

RYAN And he was able to be very frank with Jerry You sometimes wonder how 
Jerry could have picked him as chief of staff because he was a Republican 
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and just so different Jerry was more interested in discussing issues talking 
about things 

YATES Yeah that s what I ve heard He s an idea person 

RYAN He should have gone back to the senate where he could give speeches and 

things like that He was not that interested in solving the issues of the State 
of California I mean education started deteriorating under Jerry It 
didnt 

YATES I know he was not a big supporter of education 

RYAN Well I don t even know if he didn t support it He didn t focus on things It 

was sort of like it was hard to get his attention on stuff and I think that that s 

what was so frustrating And then he would appoint people like Adriana 
Gianturco and then theyd do things and then if they got into any 
controversy he never backed them up 

YATES Right right 

RYAN You know they sort of swung in the wind And so it was just a 

very He was just a very difficult person On a personal level not as 
governor but just as a human being he was interesting Nice to be around 
Social occasions that I spent with him I got along with him really well and 
I ve nothing to say against that And occasionally he d show up at Fat s or 
whatever and we used to have these dinners at John Knox s and he came to 


that 
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YATES I remember you mentioning that 

RYAN And he met my daughter So anyway from that standpoint 

YATES He wasn t totally isolated but 

RYAN No and he probably didn t reach out so much as just if the occasion arose 
he participated and he was there Of course the seventies was sort of a 
difficult time too 

YATES How so 9 Or what are you thinking 9 

RYAN Well I was thinking about demonstrations and I know There were 

some groups that slept in his office They took all the furniture out and they 
ended up putting just wooden furniture and took the carpet up not in his 
inside office but in that reception area 

YATES To prevent people from 

RYAN Yeah well 

YATES Or discourage them from 

RYAN Discourage them from spending the night in his office [Laughter] 

YATES Hanging out 9 

RYAN And women Just lots of change going on The sixties were sort of the 
beginning but during the seventies there was still kind of change and Jerry I 
think liked to shake things up He made appointments Appointments 
he made would be to make a statement I always felt and stuff like that 
There was just that kind of turmoil I mean in the eighties after George got 
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elected it was much calmer [Laughter] 

Well one other thing I wanted to return to which goes way back now to 
when you ran for the assembly in 1976 And I believe I asked you at 
that point about your reasons for running but I didnt necessarily ask you 
what your motivation was for running And I wanted you to take a minute 
maybe and talk about what your motivation was 

I think that I felt that I could work on solving issues and I think I had felt 
good about my experience on the city council and that it was possible to get 
things done as an elected official and that the issues of the State of 
California appealed to me and I was interested in working on them I was 
interested in county and city government governance in the state 
altogether But many of those issues were state issues and so I think that 
the idea of being part of solving state problems appealed to me and was one 
of the reasons that I wanted to be up there So I guess I can say that 
motivated me I liked the idea of being part of government and I did like 
elected office after Id been on the city council—elected until I was 
defeated 

I think that my interest in government went back to my joining the 


league way back when and going to a meeting to learn about ballot 
measures We had just gotten back from Germany and thought that we 
don t really know much about our democracy and we take it for granted I 
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still feel that way It s precious and I think I care about it It s of 
interest to me even though I m not doing anything actively now but I read 
about I worry about the state I have the feeling that it s too large and 
its really ungovernable and we just seem to keep glowing and growing and 
growing without making any adaptation to growth The front page of the 
newspaper today [said] about 33 million people 
YATES That s mind boggling 

RYAN Mind boggling When you think about Pretty soon we 11 be twice as 

large as New York Well I guess Texas is growing too I don t know their 
population And we re stuck with the same structures of a legislature with 
forty senators which does not make sense at all because their districts 
are They will be a million pretty soon 
YATES Huge 

RYAN Yeah And a county of 10 million L A [Los Angeles] County which is 
just not able to solve I mean deal with the problems of welfare and 
foster care I mean every time you read about some latest problem m the 
county I think Well its just too big I mean how can you administer a 
foster care system with all the problems that they have and the size? 
Counties shouldn t be more than a couple of million But anyway so I m 
still interested in how you deal with that how you get people more 
interested in buying into government and the fact that it belongs to us It s 
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not theirs and unless we do something it s going to be We re going to 
have a completely different society 

YATES In light of your reasons for wanting to hold office at the state level and then 
your actual expenences there what do you think you were able to 
accomplish while you were serving in the assembly 7 

RYAN Well personal accomplishment I mean I think as a person I left with a 
good reputation one of credibility and honesty In fact this one gal that 
worked for me when I had that select committee wrote a book on—I don t 
know what it was something about the legislature It was published I 
didnt 

YATES Who was this 7 Who is this 7 

RYAN Her first name s Linda I can t remember her last name 

YATES OK 

RYAN And all I remember is that my secretary heard her interviewed on the radio 
in Sacramento—this was after I was out of Sacramento—and she was 
talking about some of the scandals in the legislature And the interviewer 
said something to her about Well there must have been some honest 
members that you remember 7 And the two that she mentioned were 
[Nicholas C ] Nick Petns and me And so I was really proud of that that 
she had said that So I felt that I was able to do that I think that in terms of 
any particular There s no monument to me Leo wouldn t let us put our 
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names on legislation It wasnt until Willie got m They used to do that 
before Leo and after Leo but in Leo s days you didn t put your name on 
legislation 

I think that I brought some awareness of the governance issues on the 
local level between the cities and counties to some members I was proud 
of the work on indexing the income tax before Democrats stole it I don t 
know that it s ongoing There s not particularly any monumental legislation 
but I think that the issues that I dealt with or raised had to do with that And 
I worked closely with the lobbyists and the people from the League of 
[California] Cities and city members and Local Government And so I 
guess that that s probably what I was most interested in 
YATES Is there anything m particular you re disappointed that you were unable to 
accomplish? 

RYAN Oh I m sorry that I wasn t able to continue chairing Local Government to 
continue working on those issues I think that that is probably what I would 
like to have seen changed It would be that There are probably other 
minor things but 
YATES That stands out? 

RYAN I felt that I had maybe an opportunity to make some change in the state so I 
could have continued on that issue However you know I say that but with 
Willie as speaker and those crazy Republicans m the Republican Caucus I 
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probably would have been unhappy the rest of my days as Marian 
[Bergeson] was 

YATES Serving in the assembly'? 

RYAN So I had to get out of there yeah and get to the senate And of course Bob 
Beverly never left the senate so I would not have gotten out of there I 
would have either had to sit with those crazies or And they weren t 
interested in solving problems 

YATES That s too bad Well that s all I have for now Is there anything you can 
think of that we haven t covered that you want to talk about*? 

RYAN I don t know I feel kind of emptied right now [Laughter] There can t be 
anything I haven t talked about 

YATES We ve been going a long time today too in particular Well thank you 

very much and like I said you 11 see the transcript so if there s anything you 
want to add that you don t think we ve covered you can do so at that point 

RYAN OK 

YATES OK thanks 


[End Tape 8 Side A] 



